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Weather likely to 
remain dry in J&K 
during next 24 hours

Srinagar, Sep 27: Jammu and Kashmir is to 
witness dry weather for the next 24 hours, 
the Meteorological department (MeT) said 
on Tuesday.

The weather was partly cloudy in the 
union territory.

"Dry weather is likely in J&K during the 
next 24 hours," an officer of the MeT depart-
ment said.

Srinagar had 11.6, Pahalgam 6.8 and 
Gulmarg 6 degrees Celsius as the minimum 
temperature.

See Weather...on Pg-08

IN  BRIEF

Two local JeM 
militants killed in 
Kulgam encounter

Kulgam, Sep 27: Two local Jaish-e-Muham-
mad militants were killed in an encounter 
in Ahwatoo village of South Kashmir’s Kul-
gam district on Tuesday evening.

An official told the news agency—Kash-
mir News Observer (KNO) that earlier, an 
encounter broke out in Ahwatoo village, in 
which two militants were trapped.

He said that in the ensuing encounter 
both the militants, who belonged to JeM 
outfit, were killed and operation was over.

Meanwhile, Kashmir zone police on its 
official Twitter handle identified the slain 
militants as Mohammad Shafi and Mo-
hammad Asif—both residents of Kulgam 
distirct. 

“The killed 02 categorised JeM #ter-
rorists have been identified as Mohammad 
Shafi Ganie of Batpora, #Kulgam & Moham-
mad Asif Wani @ Yawar of Takia Gopal-
pora, Kulgam. 02 AK 47 rifles, ammunition 
recovered,” police tweeted.

See Two local...on Pg-08

Kashmir's 1st int'l 
wheelchair basketball 
player Ishrat Akhtar now 
motivational speaker
Srinagar, Sep 27 :  Ishrat Akhtar, who hails 
from Baramulla district of North Kashmir 
and accepted her physical weakness as a 
blessing, has emerged as a role model for 
many others.

Akhtar has won the honour of being 
Kashmir's first international wheelchair 
basketball player. She has represented the 
country many times at the international 
and national level and now has also become 
a motivational speaker. Her words especial-
ly help those who are physically-challenged.

Talking to media, Ishrat Akhtar says 
that on August 24, 2016, she had an acci-
dent which broke her spine. After this she 
became permanently disabled and is forced 
to spend rest of her life in a wheelchair. She 
was earlier a healthy village girl until she 
accidentally fell from the balcony of her 
house.

After this accident, Akhtar had to go 
through a lot of difficulties during which 
she was not sure that she would be able

See Kashmir's...on Pg-08

Sikh pilgrims to visit Pak 
on Oct 28, to participate 
in centenary event
New Delhi, Sep 27: A group of 240 Sikh 
pilgrims will visit Pakistan on October 28 to 
participate in the 'Saka Panja Sahib' cente-
nary event.

The event will be organized at the Gurd-
wara Panja Sahib located in Hasan Abdal, 
some 45 km away from Rawalpindi.

Harmeet Singh Kalka, President of the 
Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Management Com-
mittee (DSGMC), on Tuesday said that the 
pilgrims will reach Pakistan from the At-
tari-Wagah border checkpoint on October 
28 and will return to Amritsar on Novem-
ber 2.

They will also visit other historic Sikh 
shrines in Pakistan, including Gurdwara 
Panja Sahib and Nankana Sahib, as well as 
Lahore.

Of the 240 pilgrims, 40 are being sent by 
the DSGMC, Kalka added.

Saka Panja Sahib, the heroic event 
which took place at Hasan Abdal railway 
station, close to the sacred shrine of 

See Sikh...on Pg-08

PM Modi meets Japanese PM in Tokyo, remembers Shinzo Abe
New Delhi, Sep 27: Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, who is on a day-long 
visit to Tokyo to attend the state fu-
neral of late leader Shinzo Abe, met 
his Japanese counterpart Fumio 
Kishida on Tuesday and held a bilat-
eral meeting.

Following the meeting, Modi 
said in a tweet: "Had a fruitful meet-
ing with PM Kishida. We discussed 
various bilateral subjects. I conveyed 

my condolences on the tragic demise 
of former PM Shinzo Abe."

During the meeting, Prime Min-
ister Modi noted the contributions 
of Abe in strengthening India-Japan 
partnership as well in conceptual-
izing the vision of a free, open and 
inclusive Indo-Pacific region, a state-
ment issued by the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs said.

Modi and Kishida also discussed 

a number of regional and global is-
sues and renewed their commitment 
towards further strengthening the 
India-Japan Special Strategic and 
Global Partnership, working togeth-
er in the region, as well as in various 
international groupings and institu-
tions, the statement added.

Modi is among the thousand dig-
nitaries from across the world 

See PM Modi...on Pg-08

Azad’s exit creates 
gap; Congress will tackle 

situation: Rajni Patil
Srinagar, Sep 27 : Congress Rajya 
Sabha MP and AICC in-charge J&K 
affairs Rajni Patil on Tuesday admit-
ted the loss due to the exit of Ghulam 
Nabi Azad and other party leaders. 
However, she said that the party has 
geared up to bring new faces to the 
front and fill the vacant positions.

Talking exclusively with the 
news agency—Kashmir News Ob-
server (KNO), Patil said that the 
party has started its process to reach 
out to the people and every day the 
meetings and public gatherings are 
being held to strengthen the party at 
the grassroots level.

She added that it is obvious that 
whenever any leader quits the party, 
it creates a wedge, but being the 
biggest and oldest party, Con-
gress will easily deal with 
the situation. “In the 
past many leaders 
have quit Congress 
like late Mufti 
M u h a m m a d 
Sayeed, but the 
party brought 

new faces and filled the gap. Similar-
ly, this time, we will tackle the situ-
ation like the past,” she said when 
asked about the jolt to Congress after 
the exit of Azad and other leaders.

About election preparations and 
possible alliance during the polls, 
she said, “It will be premature to talk 
about winning elections and thinking 
about alliance. We are gearing up for 
the polls and trying to fill the 

See Azad's exit...on Pg-08

Azad’s party is 
fully associated 
with BJP: Cong

Srinagar, Sep 27: Terming 
former Chief Minister Gh-
ulam Nabi Azad’s Democrat-
ic Azad Party (DAP) as an as-
sociate party of the Bharatiya 
Janta Party, Congress on 
Tuesday claimed that there 
was an internal alliance be-
tween Peoples Democratic 
Party and Bharatiya Janta 
Party in 2014.

Talking to reporters, 
Pradesh Congress committee 
president Vikar Rasool said 
that Ghulam Nabi Azad’s 
party is fully associated with 
BJP. “Mufti Muhammad 

See Cong...on Pg-08

Amit Shah's J&K visit 
rescheduled, to begin 

on Oct 4 now
Srinagar, Sep 27 : Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah's visit to J&K 
has been rescheduled and he will 
now visit the UT on October 4 for 
two days, sources said.

Shah was scheduled to ar-
rive here on September 30. A BJP 
source said that the visit earlier 
scheduled for October 1 and 2 has 
been rescheduled and Shah will 
now arrive here on October 4, 
adding that the visit has been re-
scheduled because of the Home 
Minister's other engagements.

Shah is scheduled to address a 
public rally in Rajouri district.

Party sources said that during 
his visit to Rajouri, he will make 
some important announcements 
about development and other re-
lated issues.

"He will also address a public 
rally in Baramulla district. Dur-
ing his visit, the Home Minister 
is likely to announce reservation 
for the Pahari community as ST," 
a source said.

Shah is also scheduled to 
chair a high-level meeting to re-
view the security situation in the 
Valley.

Senior officials of MHA, of 
the Central Armed Police Forces 
(CAPF) and intelligence agencies 
will accompany the Home Minis-
ter.

Lt Governor Manoj Sinha will 
attend all the developmental and 
security review meetings to be 
chaired by Shah during his visit.

Some BJP leaders said that 
Shah will kick start the election 
campaign of the party during his 
visit.

Elections were last held in 
J&K in 2014. But, in 2019, the then 
state Governor, Satya Pal Malik 
dissolved the Assembly after the 
BJP withdrew from Mehbooba 
Mufti headed PDP-BJP coalition 
government.

On August 5, 2019, the 
See Amit Shah's...on Pg-08

CS takes stock of traffic 
movement on Sgr-Jmu highway

Jammu, Sep 27: Chief Secre-
tary, Dr Arun Kumar Mehta 
Tuesday held a meeting to take 
stock of the traffic movement on 
NH-44 (Srinagar-Jammu Nation-
al Highway) here.

The meeting was attended 
by the senior officers from Divi-
sional and District administra-
tion, Traffic department, police 
and those from NHAI.

The Chief Secretary direct-

ed that Traffic Department shall 
issue Daily Information Bul-
letin for stakeholders mention-
ing travel time taken by HMVs 
from Qazigund to Jakhani, loss 
of time due to shooting stones at 
Cafteria Morh- Mehar and num-
ber of vehicles waiting to leave 
for Jammu.

Dr Mehta also stressed on 
putting in place the robust com-
munication and information 

mechanism by Traffic Police so 
as to regulate HMVs traffic at 
critical points like Qazigund- 
Banihal, Banihal market, Sher-
bibi, Panthayal, Mehar etc.

The traffic management au-
thorities were asked to augment 
manpower requirement from all 
sources to regulate traffic in op-
timal manner, besides enforcing 
lane discipline in the 

See CS takes...on Pg-08

President Murmu lauds 
HAL-ISRO partnership

Bengaluru, Sep 27: Inau-
gurating HAL's Integrated 
Cryogenic Engine Manufac-
turing Facility (ICMF) on 
Tuesday, President Droupadi 
Murmu said it is not only 
a historic moment for HAL 
and ISRO, but for the whole 
of India. 

"India is the sixth coun-
try in the world to have cryo-
genic engine manufacturing 
capabilities. The glorious 
past of HAL and ISRO gives 
us an assurance that they 
will play a crucial role in the 
future," she said.

ICMF will cater to the 
entire rocket manufacturing 
and assembly under one roof 
for ISRO. The facility will 
boost self-reliance in manu-
facturing of high-thrust rock-
et engines.

The facility is set up in 
an area of 4,500 sq mt hous-
ing over 70 hi-tech equip-

ment and testing facilities 
for manufacturing cryogenic 
(CE20) and semi-cryogenic 
engines (SE2000) of Indian 
space launch vehicles.

In 2013, an MOU was 
signed with ISRO for estab-
lishing the facility for manu-
facturing of cryogenic engine 
modules at HAL. The MOU 
for the cryogenic engine 

See President Murmu...on Pg-08

Chinese Foreign 
Ministry says 
US should 
refrain from 
commenting on 
Pak-China ties

Beijing, Sep 27: Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Wang Wenbin on Tues-
day said that the US better 
help Pakistan with "real ac-
tion" instead of commenting 
on the bilateral ties between 
Islamabad and Beijing, me-
dia reports said.

The statement came in 
response to US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken's state-
ment, urging Pakistan to 
seek debt relief from its close 
partner China as floods dev-
astate the country, Geo News 
reported.

"The US had better help 
Pakistani people with real 
action rather than just com-
menting on 

See Pak-China...on Pg-08

Bhima Koregaon case: SC issues 
notice on Gautam Navlakha's 

plea for house arrest
New Delhi, Sep 27: The Supreme 
Court on Tuesday issued notice to the 
National Investigation Agency (NIA) 
and the Maharashtra government 
on a plea by jailed activist Gautam 
Navlakha seeking to be placed under 
house arrest, rather than judicial cus-
tody in the Bhima Koregaon case.

A bench comprising justices K.M. 
Joseph and Hrishikesh Roy sought 
response from the NIA and the Ma-

harashtra government and scheduled 
the hearing on the matter on Septem-
ber 29.

Navlakha's counsel submitted 
that his client had approached the 
high court citing top court's May last 
year order, passed on his plea, where 
it had said that courts could consider 
house arrest of accused in view of 
overcrowding in jails. The 

See SC issues...on Pg-08

Waqf board orders restoration of 
Shab-Khawani at all Kashmir shrines

Srinagar, Sep 27: Jammu and Kash-
mir Waqf Board Tuesday ordered 
restoration of ‘Shab-Khawani’ at all 
shrines of the Union Territory and di-
rected the authorities to put in place all 
necessary arrangements.

An order issued by Executive Mag-
istrate, Tehsildar of J&K Waqf Board, 
Srinagar, Ishtiyaq Mohi-ud-din, a copy 
of which lies with the news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO), said 
that Jammu and Kashmir has been 
an abode of Sufi Saints and their 

shrines are spread across the length 
and breadth of the UT of J&K, whose 
administrative affairs are managed by 
the J&K Waqf Board.

Apart from the usual religious 
practices, the practice of shab Khawa-
ni’ has been a precedence of centuries 
at these shrines, that was observed 
with great religious fervour and zeal, 
preferably on the intervening night of 
Thursday and Friday,” it said, adding 
that the practice of "Shab-Khawani" 
at most shrines was discontinued be-

cause of the turmoil and deteriorating 
law and order situation few decades 
back.

The Chairperson, J&K Waqf 
Board has desired that in view of the 
improvement in overall law and order 
situation in the UT, the practice shall 
be resumed to restore the sanctity and 
religious fervour associated with Shab-
Khawani.

“Now, therefore, general public is 
hereby informed that 

See Waqf board...on Pg-08
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DC Gbl reviews 
functioning of 
HWCs in district
Directs for completion of 
screening of remaining in 
mission mode

GANDERBAL, SEPTEM-
BER 27: The Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Ganderbal, 
Shyambir today chaired a 
meeting of the Health De-
partment to review the 
functioning of Health and 
Wellness Centers (HWCs) 
in the district.

At the outset, brief 
discussion was held re-
garding the functioning of 
HWCs including availabil-
ity of health services, man-
power and screening of 
population in the district.

The meeting also dis-
cussed the status of screening of the entire population 
through Health teams and ASHAs in the district. The 
CMO informed that the maximum population has been 
screened. The DC directed the CMO to chalk out the ac-
tion plan through BMOs which is applicable so that 
screening of the remaining population is completed in a 
mission mode.

He directed all the BMOs to ensure all ASHAs are 
well trained in filling the Community Based Assessment 
Checklist (CBAC) Form which is imperative for early 
Detection of Non Communicable Diseases and other 
chronic diseases so that a safe and secure environment is 
ensured to our population.

Speaking on the occasion, the DC said that Health 
and Wellness Centers are envisaged to deliver an expand-
ed range of services to address the primary health care 
needs of the entire population in their area including free 
essential drugs and diagnostic services.

He emphasized on keeping people healthy by en-
gaging and empowering individuals and communities 
to choose healthy behaviours and make changes that 
reduce the risk of developing chronic diseases and mor-
bidities.

The meeting was attended by Additional District 
Development Commissioner, Mushtaq Ahmad Simnani; 
CMO, DrAfroza Shah; CEO, BMO and other officials of 
health department.

Tourism Secy flags off Downtown Legacy 
Tour, Historical Walk from Zabarwan Park 

on World Tourism Day
SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 27: Sec-
retary Tourism & Culture, Sarmad 
Hafeez today launched several 
tourism related activities to mark 
the World Tourism Day celebra-
tions at Zabarwan Park here on 
Tuesday.

On the occasion, the Secretary 
Tourism flagged off the Downtown 
Legacy Tour and Heritage Walk.

Director Tourism Kashmir, 
Fazl ul Haseeb; Managing Direc-
tor, J&K Tourism Development 
Corporation, Minga Sherpa, heads 
and representatives of Travel & 
Trade, tourists, students and other 
concerned were also present on the 
occasion.

The Downtown Legacy Tour 
would explore art and culture of 
old Srinagar, besides showcasing 
traditional locations which include 

Sheher-e-Khaas Bazaar, Khanqah-
e-Maula, Tomb of Zainul Abideen's 
mother, Pathar Masjid, Jamia 
Masjid, Raghunath Temple, Hari 
Parbat Fort (Koh-e-marran) and 
Gurudwara Chattipadshahi.

The events were organized by 
J&K Tourism Development Corpo-
ration and J&K Tourism in associa-
tion with Aabe Rawan.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Hafeez reiterated that J&K Tour-
ism has taken several initiatives to 
boost local sightseeing and Down-
town sightseeing is another step in 
this regard.

He observed that the theme of 
WTD is Rethinking Tourism and 
J&K has already started on it since 
2020.  He said that during COVID-19 
Pandemic, Tourism Industry was 
one of the worst hit and that is 

where Rethinking Tourism comes 
into handy and there is need to re-
think our tourism and find ways 
and means to revive it pristine 
glory.

He also congratulated Kashmir 
Tourism Forum and tourism play-
ers alike for participated in these 
events.

He reaffirmed that J&K Tour-
ism is trying to concentrate more 
on experiential tourism and work-
ing to enhance that experience for 
tourists.

He maintained that Kashmir 
has so much to offer where tourists 
can come and have this local expe-
rience.

He said that J&K is a brand and 
people from all over the world and 
the country want to travel to Kash-
mir.

Revenue Offices in 
Kulgam issue 33k Online 

Certificates in last 60 days
KULGAM, SEPTEMBER 27: 
As a result of major shift in 
the structure of governance 
with many IT initiatives been 
taken in recent times to trans-
form and promote online pub-
lic services delivery in the UT 
of J&K, the people of Kulgam 
have warmly accepted the 
new mechanism with thou-
sands of people reaping the 
benefits of the government’s 
initiative within days.

Under this system, the 
main emphasis is laid on 
G2C (Government to Citizen) 
Online Services and district 
Kulgam has shifted nearly  
200 services to online mode 
and so far has received a 
good response of these ser-
vices with people preferring 

applying through online 
mode for various certificates, 
documents and  services.

Meanwhile, through the 
online mode of services, the 
revenue department has suc-
cessfully issued nearly 33000 
online certificates within 
the last 60 days.This was re-
vealed by the Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Kulgam, Dr. 
Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat.

“Our revenue offices is-
sued nearly 33000 certificates 
via online mode in the last 60 
days, which includes 29894 
income certificates, 1405 
character certificates, unem-
ployment 82, RBA/OBC 444, 
EWS 71, legal Heir 54 and 26 
ST and other  certificates”, 
he added.

Div Com Kashmir visits Bla; reviews 
arrangements ahead of VVIP visit

BARAMULLA, SEPTEMBER 27: The Divi-
sional Commissioner (Div Com) Kashmir, Pan-
durang K Pole today visited Baramulla district 
to review the arrangements for the upcoming 
visit of VVIPs to UT of Jammu and Kashmir.

On the occasion, the Div Com vis-
ited Showkat Ali Stadium Khawaja Bagh 
Baramulla to take stock of the arrange-
ments put in place ahead of the VVIP visit.

The Div Com was accompanied by DGP 
Shri Dilbagh Singh, ADGP Kashmir Vijay 
Kumar, DIG NKR Udhay Bhaskar Billa, 
DC Baramulla Dr Sehrish Asgar and SSP 
Baramulla Rayees Mohammad Bhat.

The Div Com chaired a meeting at the 
Conference Hall, Dak Banglow where ar-
rangements including traffic plan and media 
management plan were discussed.

On the occasion, DC apprised the chair 
about various measures taken ahead of the 
VVIP visit.

While discussing the seating and allied 
arrangements for the upcoming VVIP visit, 
the Div Com directed that R&B department 
will be the Nodal agency for stage set up and 

seating plan at the venue.
The Div Com instructed that ambulanc-

es, fire tender vehicles and water tankers 
may be kept available at the venue.

On the occasion a record note was also 
prepared to ensure that elaborate arrange-
ments are put in place ahead of the visit of 
VVIP to UT of Jammu and Kashmir.

Multi-storey car 

parking, several 

other civic projects 

approved for 

Doda Town

DODA, SEPTEMBER 27: District Devel-
opment Commissioner Doda, Vishesh 
Paul Mahajan, today chaired a meeting 
with executing agencies to discuss the 
execution of mega projects proposed and 
approved for Doda town area.

Regarding Multi Storey Car Park-
ing at existing Bus Stand Doda, it was 
informed that   Administrative Approval 
and clearance of DPR has been received 
for the project estimated to Cost Rs 32.46 
crore and departments is ready to issue 
the tenders. The DDC directed the Ex-
ecutive Officer MC to schedule a meeting 
with the shopkeepers and other stake-
holders going to be affected by the project 
to have their views before starting the 
construction.

Principal Secretary SDD 
visits Bandipora; Attends 

World Tourism Day at Govt 
Polytechnic College

BANDIPORA, SEPTEMBER 27: Aimed at to 
encourage youth towards promoting tourism 
activities, Government Polytechnic College 
Bandipora today celebrated World Tourism 
Day.

Principal Secretary, Skill Development 
Department (SDD), Dr. Asgar Hassan Samo-
on, was the chief guest on the occasion.

Dr Samoon, while addressing on the oc-
casion, said that Bandipora possesses vast 
potential and scope for border and adventure 
tourism thus offering numerous opportuni-
ties to trekkers from across the world to sa-
tiate their aspirations. He exhorted upon all 
stakeholders to contribute towards making 
Bandipora the most tempting tourist destina-
tion in the Valley.

He urged upon the youth to focus on op-
portunities in the tourism sector and invest 
there as this vital sector plays a significant 
role in region’s economy. “The present ad-
ministration is committed towards hand-
holding of youth in their fields”, said the 
Principal Secretary while exhorting youth 
to take benefit from various Youth Oriented 
schemes. He said that the government has 
launched numerous initiatives towards 
taking the tourism profile of the UT to new 
highs. 

Dr. Samoon asked the Principal Poly-
technic College to ensure 100 percent admis-
sion in the institute. He also directed the con-
cerned to macadamize the approach road of 

Polytechnic College.
Principal Polytechnic College, Ban-

dipora, Hakim Javid Ahmad, said that the 
motto of celebrating this day is to encourage 
students to participate in various extra cur-
ricular activities and showcase their talent 
for nurturing their personalities. He said the 
Institute has achieved various milestones as 
the students of Mechanical Engineering from 
Bandipora Polytechnic College have bagged 
top two positions in the entire UT of J&K in 
the recently declared results of final semes-
ter examinations.

He apprised that  five eligible girls of 
the institute have got fifty thousand rupees 
scholarship under Pragati and Saksham 
Scheme and more than 60 students got an-
nual scholarship under different Schemes of 
various departments in the current year.

The event witnessed multilingual cultur-
al performances by the students highlighting 
the importance of World Tourism Day. Be-
sides, other speakers threw light on tourism 
potential of Bandipora district.

Later, Principal Secretary distributed 
certificates among meritorious pass outs of 
various courses and trades.

Director Skill Development,  Sudarshan 
Kumar, ADC Bandipora, Waseem Raja, Prin-
cipal Government Degree College, Bandipo-
ra, Syed Vilayat Rizvi, officers from district 
administration and students participated in 
the event.

JJM a flagship program, needs speedy 
implementation: Advisor Bhatnagar

JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 27: Advisor to Lieu-
tenant Governor, Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar 
today maintained that Jal Jeevan Mission 
(JJM) is a flagship program and needs speedy 
implementation across Jammu and Kashmir.

The Advisor made these remarks while 
chairing a meet to review the progress of on-
going works under Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) 
and CAPEX for the year 2022-23 at the Civil 
Secretariat here.

The meeting was attended by Principal 
Secretary, Jal Shakti Department, Shaleen 
Kabra; Mission Director, JJM, Dr. Syed Abid 
Rasheed Shah; Special Secretary, Jal Shakti, 
Director Finance, Jal Shakti, Chief Engineer, 
PHE Jammu/Kashmir, Chief Engineer, I&FC 
Jammu/Kashmir, Chief Engineer RTIC, Su-
perintending Engineers and other concerned 
officials both in person and through video.

During the meeting, the Advisor held de-
tailed assessment on Physical and Financial 
achievements made under CSS/CAPEX/NA-
BARD/PMDP for the Financial year 2022-23. 
The Advisor also reviewed the status of JJM 
works and the infrastructure proposed under 
the scheme.

Speaking during the meeting, Advisor 
Bhatnagar impressed upon the officers that 
the pace of ongoing works shouldn’t be slowed 
down due to routine impediments like weath-
er or other things and due efforts should be 
made to achieve the objectives of JJM. He im-
pressed upon the officers that there should be 
no scope for laxity in implementation of JJM 
as it is a flagship programme and caters to es-
sential requirement of clean adequate water 
straight to each and every household.

While reviewing the status of major 
works under JJM, Advisor Bhatnagar en-
joined upon the officers that tendering of 
works should be expedited and timely allot-
ment of works is imperative The Advisor 

called for encouraging wide participation of 
contractors and for giving wide publicity to 
tenders so that maximum people participate 
in them.

Assessing the status of detailed project 
reports (DPRs) and approval of works, Advi-
sor Bhatnagar instructed the executing agen-
cies to practise due diligence before project 
planning and asked them that all the bottle 
necks and hindrances in projects should 
be removed in coordination with other de-
partments for speedy execution and timely 
completion of works. He directed them to 
ensure that contractors possesses necessary 
machinery for undertaking projects of this 
magnitude.

For timely completion of projects, the 
Advisor directed the respective officers that 

month-wise progress reports as well as plans 
for fresh works should be submitted to the 
department. He also called upon them to use 
Project Management Softwares for effective 
implementation of this prestigious mission.

During the meeting, Advisor Bhatnagar 
also reviewed the status of individual Water 
Supply Schemes (WSS) at various stages of 
their completion across Jammu and Kash-
mir. He also reviewed the progress of other 
projects like the Shahpur Kandi Dam, Ujh 
Multipurpose Project and River Jehlum Trib-
utaries project.

The Advisor remarked that these proj-
ects are of great importance for entire J&K 
and due commitment should be maintained 
to complete these projects within the given 
timelines.

Return of cinema in Kashmir to boost local economy, 
promote film shootings across valley

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 27: The return of 
cinema three decades after militancy forced 
it to shutdown will help in boosting of econ-
omy in Kashmir besides encouraging the 
return of film shoots by big banners.

A major Socio-economic revolution 
is sweeping through J&K in the last three 
years which is a reflection of new dawn of 
hope, dreams, confidence and aspirations of 
people.

The opening of multipurpose Cinema 
Halls in Shopian, Pulwama and the first-
ever Multiplex Cinema Hall in Srinagar 
marks the revival of cinema culture in the 
Kashmir valley after three decades.

Culture is a way of life and Cinema 
being the powerful medium of sharing 
thoughts and ideas reflects societal values 

and change. Cinema brings people together. 
Apart from entertainment it gives hopes, 
dreams and inspiration to youth to pursue 
their dreams till they realise it.

The administration led by Manoj Sinha 
is providing opportunities and support to 
the Young generation of Kashmir who want 
to see a better society, to learn about other 
cultures, to become part of inter-dependent 
world.

The new cinema halls and ongoing film 
shootings will renew the beautiful bond be-
tween Jammu Kashmir and the Indian Film 
Industry as it was once known as filmmak-
ers turf.

Notably, the new Film Policy has been 
rolled out with special provisions and incen-
tives for encouraging local youth to take up 

film as a career. Government has also iden-
tified the land for developing Film City in 
the UT and the facility will come-up in the 
UT soon.

“In the new film policy there are a lot 
of avenues for local youths and if they will 
make small films they will get a lot of in-
centives and get self employed,” LG, Manoj 
Sinha said at the launch. He also said that 
Film Policy aims to facilitate the overall 
growth of the film industry in the region, 
including setting up of a film development 
council and revival of closed cinema halls 
besides providing hands on access to web-
site for talent pool and all shooting destina-
tions.

Remarkably, the Film Policy also facili-
tates the development of shooting locales, 

infrastructure for film screening, revival 
of closed cinema halls, upgrading existing 
cinema halls, encouraging setting up of 
multiplexes and cinema halls, destination 
marketing, organising the J&K film festival, 
and restoration and preservation of films 
from the region.

Recently, the inauguration of INOX 
Multiplex marked a new beginning in the 
history of cinema in the Valley and it began 
with a Kashmiri message rolled out on the 
big screen, ‘Myoun Cinema’ (My Cinema). 
The first message also said: “The beginning 
of a new era and Kashmir’s first multiplex. 
The trailers of films such as ‘Vikram’, ‘Jan-
waar’, ‘Silsila’ and ‘Haider’ were played on 
the screen as major portion of these block-
buster films were shot in Kashmir.

Director Employment 
inaugurates a 
one-day Job Fair at 
DE&CC Pulwama
PULWAMA, SEPTEMBER 27: A day-long Job fair was 
today organised by District Employment & Counseling 
Centre (DE&CC) Pulwama for Job seekers from the 
District which witnessed participation from reputed 
private employers from different sectors.

The event was attended by Director Employment, 
J&K, Nisar Ahmad Wani as Chief Guest.

On the occasion, Director Employment, J&K in-
teracted with the jobseekers and job providers and 
expressed satisfaction and said that job fairs will be 
a regular feature of the Employment Department and 
more such fairs will be organized in the district in com-
ing days.

Assistant Director, DE&CC Pulwama, Hafsa Qay-
oom impressed the employers and the job seekers to 
register on the Employment Portal of Govt. of Jammu 
& Kashmir www.jakemp.nic.in.
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CS reviews power sector in J&K
Directs speedy completion of Kishtwar-Khellani power line

JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 27: Chief Sec-
retary Dr Arun Kumar Mehta chaired 
a review meeting of the power sector in 
Jammu & Kashmir at the Civil Secre-
tariat today.

The Chief Secretary was informed 
about the status of 1.15 lakh smart 
meters being installed in Jammu and 
Srinagar cities in addition to the addi-
tional 6 lakh meters to be installed sub-
sequently.

It was informed that 91% of the in-
stalled smart meters are already com-
municating and more than 64 thousand 
of those meters have been billed by 
June 2022.

Chief Secretary said that J&K is 
being given utmost priority in instal-
lation of smart meters and stressed 
that all these 7 lakh meters must be 
installed and be made operational by 
March 2023. He also called for repairing 
dysfunctional meters putting an end to 
the flat-rate system of billing by the de-
partment.

Strict directions were passed by 
the Chief Secretary for completion of 
Kishtwar-Khellani power line to ensure 
robust power supply to district Kisht-
war. He called for planning in terms of 
power procurement and management 
in view of the upcoming winter season 
to ensure quality power supply to the 
consumers and suggested hiring con-
sultants in this regard as well.

Dr Mehta directed that feeders with 
the highest power losses must be identi-
fied and the officials responsible must 
be held accountable.

He advised to follow a schedule for 
maintenance of transformers to mini-

mise their breakdowns and to bring down 
the damage rate to below 10 percent.

Chief Secretary also underlined 
that payment of dues is mandatory to 
ensure uninterrupted quality power 
supply and called for starting a cam-
paign for payment of pending dues by 
the consumers.

Chief Secretary called for giving 
special attention to demand-side man-
agement of power supply and for con-
ducting an independent audit of power 
procurements.  He compared the differ-
ence in between Average Cost of Supply 

(ACS) per unit of power in comparison 
to Average Revenue Realised (ARR) and 
instructed that the losses be brought 
down to minimum.

He was apprised about inspection 
drives being undertaken by the power 
department and he reviewed the online 
billing mechanism being adopted by the 
department. He stressed that the con-
sumers be provided alerts of SMS upon 
bill generation. Chief Secretary was in-
formed that all departmental services 
have shifted to online mode.

Instructions were passed by the 

Chief Secretary for moving forward 
with the Kiru Power Project in consul-
tation with experts and for completion 
of SCADA works.

Those present at the meeting 
include Principal Secretary Power, 
Rajesh Prasad; MD KPDCL, Yasin M 
Choudhary; MD JPDCL, Shiv Anant 
Tayal; Chief Engineer Distribution 
Jammu, Sandeep Seth; Chief Engi-
neer Transmission Jammu, Devinder 
Kundal; Chief Engineer Transmission 
Kashmir, Hashmat Qazi; OSD, Sanjay 
Sharma and Director Finance.

Land acquisition, 
improvement work on Sgr- 

Bla-Uri NH Project to be 
expedited: Secretary Planning

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER 27: Secretary, 
Planning Development and Monitoring 
Department, Dr Raghav Langer today took 
a review meeting regarding progress of 
Srinagar-Baramulla-Uri National Highway 
Project in District Baramulla, along with 
Deputy Commissioner Baramulla and Offi-
cers of Border Roads Organization.

Secretary Planning, who is also the 
Mentor Secretary for district Baramulla, 
mentioned that the instant project is hav-
ing strategic importance and stressed 
that all efforts shall be put in for its time-
ly completion without compromising the 
work quality and all bottlenecks shall be 
removed for its timely completion.

A detailed power point presentation 
was given by the Lt. Col. Jitender Singh, 
OC, 53 RCC Project Beacon in which he 
mentioned that Job for preparation of 
DPR for improvement of Road Srinagar-
Baramulla-Uri (NH-1) from km 14.200 
(Narbal) to km 57.800 to NHFL specifi-
cation and from km 57.800 to km 101.00 
to NHDL with paved shoulder has al-
ready been sanctioned in 04 packages by 
MoRTH. Commander, BRTF of Project 
Beacon apprised the Secretary Planning 
that the project is on track but there are 
some issues pertaining to land acquisi-
tion which need to be resolved. He said 
that in few cases, estimates of tree com-
pensation from Horticulture Department 
and assessment of valuation of structures 
from R&B Department are awaited, be-
sides compensation disbursement needs 

to be expedited by the Collector/CALA 
esp along the stretches of Sangrama fly-
over, Pattan bypass & Baramulla bypass.

Deputy Commissioner Baramulla as-
sured that the estimates of Horticulture 
and R&B Department shall be furnished 
within couple of days, meanwhile DC 
stressed that an immediate action is re-
quired to be taken by BRO vis-à-vis road 
widening, berm filling, construction of 
passenger sheds and drainage which oth-
erwise become the main cause of traffic 
jam esp in the Baramulla Town. For com-
pensation disbursement, Deputy Com-
missioner intimated that the cases are 
being evaluated on war footing basis and 
every possible effort is made to finish the 
process as soon as possible so that land 
compensation is disbursed efficiently.

The Secretary Planning impressed 
that if there are any policy related issues, 
wherein some clarity is required at the Gov-
ernment level, same may be forwarded to the 
Revenue Department for their earlier resolu-
tion. Further, all pending 3G Awards shall be 
notified within a period of 15 days.

At the end, the Secretary Planning, 
Development and Monitoring Depart-
ment directed all concerned to work in 
harmony and coordination so that all 
bottlenecks are removed and the project 
shall be got completed within stipulated 
period of time so that general public may 
feel at ease for commuting on this stretch 
of National Highway, without loss of 
time.

Agriculture depart gears up for Paddy procurement
JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 27: 
In view of the approaching 
paddy harvesting season, 
the Agriculture department 
Jammu today discussed 
the arrangements for the 
procurement of the crop at 
a meeting of stakeholders 
chaired byJoint Director 
Agriculture (Inputs), A. S. Reen, here 
today at Krishi Bhawan, Talab Tillo, 
Jammu to review preparedness for 
procurement of Paddy produce during 
Kharif Marketing Season, 2022-23.

The modalities in this regard were 
discussed threadbare and attention 
of participating officers was drawn 
towards smooth and timely procure-
ment of Paddy by the Food Corpora-
tion of India directly from producers 
through DBT.      

The Joint Director Agriculture 
(Inputs) said that the purpose of open-
ing these procurement centres is to 
save the farmers from distress sale  
and ensure that they get a minimum 
support price for their produce.  He 

stressed on updating the crop and 
farmers related data on the procure-
ment portal (FEAST) developed by Na-
tional Informatics Centre (NIC).

Other issues discussed included 
opening of additional procurement 
mandi at Dhani-Bhagta, MOU of FCS & 
CA with Adhar for linking UIDAI data 
base with FEAST Procurement Por-
tal, uniform cleaning charges, besides 
smooth supply of gunny bags, logistic 
support and other necessary facilities 
at procurement mandies by the Food 
Corporation of India in coordination 
with the Agriculture department. 

It was enjoined upon all the con-
cerned departments to work in coor-
dination to solve the procurement re-

lated issues to facilitate the 
farmers of Jammu division.

Instructions were also 
passed on to upload KMS-
2022-23 specifications/farm-
ers data of the new procure-
ment centre.

The Joint Director in-
formed that opening of 11 

Centers (Mandies) for Jammu district, 
11 for Kathua and 1 for Samba have 
been agreed upon this year for Paddy 
procurement.   It was revealed that 
this year the GOI has fixed Minimum 
Support Price (MSP) of Rs. 2060/- per 
quintal for Grade A and Rs. 2040/- per 
quintal for Common Grade Paddy.

DM, FCI, Jammu, Parveen Kumar 
Gautam,   AGM (QC) FCI, Jammu,  
H. S. Sohan,  AGM (Tech.), Santosh 
Kumar, CAO Samba, Sanjay Verma,  
DAO (Extension), Kathua, Raju Maha-
jan, DAO (Extension), Jammu, Murari 
Lal, Under Secretary, FCS & CA, Sush-
il Mattoo and Technical officer(Agri-
Marketing),  Sanjeev Khajuria attend-
ed the meeting. 

Swach Gaon Sundar Gaon Campaign

DC Doda launches Door to Door waste 
collection drive from Ghat Arnora

DODA, SEPTEMBER 27: District De-
velopment Commissioner, Doda today 
launched Door to Door waste collection 
drive across 237 Panchayats of the dis-
trict under the ongoing Swach Gaon 
Sundar Gaon Campaign.

Under the ‘Swach Gaon Sundar 
Gaon” initiative Panchayats would 
compete among each other in keeping 
their areas clean by introducing all the 
swachhta/ cleanliness methods and 
means. The Panchayats shall be ranked 
considering different parameters and 
accordingly awarded by the District Ad-
ministration.

The initiative shall become a toll 

for creating awareness  a tradition in 
the district.

In continuation to the ongoing 
Campaign of Swach Gaon Sunder 
Gaon, the DDC Doda today launched 
a Door to Door waste collection drive 
in all the 237 Panchayats of the dis-
trict from Bus Stand Ghat of Arnora 
Panchayat. The directions in this re-
gard were issued by DC Doda to all the 
BDOs and RDD Officials in an online 
meeting yesterday.

The DC also distributed Dust Bins 
and participated in the cleanliness ac-
tivities at village Ghat.

It is pertinent to mention here that 

PRIs, Civil societies, NGOs and locals 
have appreciated the innovative initia-
tive of District Administration and are 
actively involved in the Swachhta ac-
tivities throughout the District.

The representatives of local NGOs 
and members of Self Help Groups con-
stituted under Swachhta Mission have 
volunteered to carry out the campaign.

The DC was accompanied by BDC 
Chairperson Ghat, Shareefa Begum; 
SSP, Abdul Qayoom; ACD Phulail 
Singh, ACP, Ashfaq Khanji, BDO Ghat 
and other concerned officers and offi-
cials.

All India Devotional Song Competition inaugurated 
amid grand start of Katra Navratra Festival 2022

KATRA, SEPTEMBER 27: Marking 
the grand start of the Annual Navratra 
Festival, the all India Devotional Song 
Competition was inaugurated today 
evening at Yog Ashram Complex.

The event began with the lighting 
of the ceremonial lamp by Swami Yo-
ganand ji Maharaj in presence of Gen-
eral Manager J&K Bank Jammu Divi-
sion Sunit Kumar and Deputy General 
Manager  Gupta (Zonal head Udhampur 
zone ), Chairman Devotional Song Com-
mittee & President Hotel Association 
Katra Rakesh Wazir, besides judges of 
the Competition, Gautam Sharma and 
Rama Kant Khajuria etc.

Speaking on the occasion, the DGM 
said that the devotional song competi-
tion has assumed a great significance 
as on one hand it provides a major plat-
form to the budding singers and on the 
other hand offers a major attraction for 
the Tourists.

On the first day of the preliminary 
round of the competition Sukhjinder 
Jamla from Amritsar bagged first po-
sition & Mahinder Soni from Jammu 
& Sandeep Singh from Reasi got 2nd & 

3rd positions respectively. Among the 8 
auditioned participants, 2 participants 
were from outside and 6 were from 
within J&K. The winer and runners 
up were presented a cash award of Rs 
10,000/- , Rs  5,000/-and Rs 3,000/-  by the 
Chief Guest

The Grand finale of the All India 
Devotional Song Competition will be 
held on October 4, 2022  and winner will 
be awarded with gold amounting to Rs 3 
Lakh and a recording contract with Ve-
nus Records &Tapes Ltd, while the first 
runner ups will get gold worth Rs 1 lakh 
and the third Runner up gold worth Rs 
50,000.

The Devotional Song Competition 
was adjudged by the panel of experts 
in music including Dr.Usha Bhagati, 
Ex.HOD Music; Dr. Surinder Sharma, 
Head of the department   Govt  Degree 
College, Sanjoli Himachal Pradesh & 
Dr. Anupma Sharma, Ex.HOD PG Mu-
sic Department, Government College 
Parade.

Famous celebrity singer Chaman 
Lehri and Former winner of All India 
devotional Song Competition known 

for his famous songs Maiya ji taunu na-
maskar, Aavo Ganpat Maharaj,P aghta 
Chal chalye etc. enthralled the audience 
with their melodious songs filling the 
environment of the venue with spiri-
tual ambience.

The proceedings were conducted 
by Rakesh Wazir, the Chairman of the 
Competition Committee. Speaking on 
the occasion, he said that preliminary 
rounds of the competition will continue 
till October 1 and anyone can enroll by 
simply making a call on 9419915907. The 
live telecast of the event is available on 
PTC Punjabi Gold from 9 PM onwards 
daily.

The All India Devotional Song Com-
petition is being organized by SMVD 
Shrine Board, Department of J&K Tour-
ism, PTC Punjabi Gold in association 
with Patanjali Dantkanti and co-spon-
sored by Monalisa, Lia Agarbati, J&K 
Bank, Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Naray-
ana Super Speciality Hospital, Nidesh 
Builders Pvt.Ltd. Jammu, with active 
support of District Administration and 
the local host Community.

World Tourism Day celebrated at Kupwara
Concerted efforts underway to tap tourism potential in district: DC Kupwara

KUPWARA, SEPTEMBER 27: The 
District Administration, Kupwara 
in collaboration with Lolab Bangus 
Drangyari Development Author-
ity (LBDDA), Tourism Department 
and Army today organized number 
of activities to mark the celebration 
of World Tourism Day, at Tourist 
Reception Centre (TRC), here.

The Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Kupwara, Doifode Sagar Dat-
tatray was the Chief Guest at the 
Occasion.

Chief Executive Officer, 
LBDDA, Ghulam Nabi Bhat; CO 41 
RR, Colonel M.S Navalgati; DDC 
Members, PRIs, Chairman H.N 
Wanchoo Trust, Dr. Amit Wancho; 
District Officers, students and oth-
er concerned were present at the 
occasion.

At the beginning of the event, 
the DC handed over one Ambu-
lance to PHC Kralpora which was 
donated by H N Wanchoo Trust, 
SAKAL Relief Trust Fund and NGO 
SARHAD. The students of SARHAD 
School Dardpora Kupwara present-
ed a prayer and motivational song. 

The DC interacted with these stu-
dents and took pictures with them.

The DC inspected the stalls or-
ganized by various departments 
and received feedback regarding 
their activities. He also inspected 
the Photographs exhibited on the 
walls of TRC building which were 
showcasing the tourism potential 
of the district. These pictures were 
captured by the local Photography 
Club.

Later, the DC addressed the 
gathering at the Conference Hall 
of TRC and highlighted the impor-
tance of celebrating World Tourism 
Day. He said that nature has be-
stowed Kupwara with plenty of sce-
nic beauty and lush green forests 
that offers a huge tourism potential 
for local and international tourists.

He said Bangus has the poten-
tial to become the world famous 
tourist destination adding that the 
Master Plan for development of 
Bangus valley would become avail-
able within 3 months for which 
orders have been already issued to 
Chief Executive Officer LBDDA.

The DC also said that the Gov-
ernment is making concerted efforts 
to develop the tourism sector by way 
of traditional means and innovative 
ways which include development 
of homestays in the offbeat and far 
flung areas. He said that the admin-
istration is committed to develop 
border tourism adding that efforts 
are apace in developing facilities in 
Karnah, Keran and Machill.

He said that development of 
homestays is being encouraged in 
the district and the administration 
has a target to develop 300 home-
stays out of which 50 have already 
been approved which will boost the 
border tourism in the district.

On the occasion, a documen-
tary film was screened by the Tour-
ism Department, showcasing the 
tourism potential of the district and 
the measures being taken by the 
Government to tap this potential.

Later, the DC distributed Cer-
tificates of Appreciation among 
various persons who have contrib-
uted towards the development of 
the tourism sector in the district.

Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Office of the Executive Engineer, Flood 
Mechanical Division Baramulla

Phone No. : 01952-235275Email: xenfmdbaramulla@gmail.com

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER
e-NIT No. 22 of 2022-23  Dated:26/09/2022

For and on behalf of Lt. Governor of Union Territory of J&K, Executive Engineer, Flood Mechanical Division Baramulla, invites tenders by e-tendering mode on 
item rate basis from manufacturers* or their Authorized representatives for the following item of supply in two covers.
{*Note: Class I and Class II local suppliers only as per Procurement Policy Preference to Make in India Order dated: 16.09.2020}

S. No Particulars of the work Qty.
Estimated Cost
(“Rs” in Lacs)

Cost of tender 
document/ 

(In Rs.)

Earnest money
In Lacs

Bid Validity
Time of 

Completion of 
Supply

1.

Manufacture and Supply of High 
Density Polyethylene (HDPE) Floaters 

required for 315mm ND dredging 
pipeline of 02 Nos. Cutter Suction 

Dredgers.

250 Nos. 56.875 NIL 1.14 90 days 60 days

Position of funds: AA Accorded under M.H. 4711 (UT Capex)
Key/critical Dates:

i Publish Date 26/09/2022  at 1200hrs

ii Document Download/sale start Date 26/09/2022 from 1400hrs.

iii Clarification start date 27/09/2022 at 1000hrs

iv Bid submission start date 27/09/2022 from 1200hrs.

v Clarification end date 13/10//2022 upto1600 hrs

vi Pre-bid Meeting date 15/10/2022 at 1200 hrs

vii Document Down load/sale end Date 17/10/2022 upto 1600 hrs

viii Bid submission end date 17/10/2022 upto 1600 hrs

ix Date and time of Bid opening 18/10/2022 at 1400hrs

1. Bid documents can be assessed at and downloaded from the websites www.ifckashmir.com / http://jktenders.gov.in
2. The pre bid meeting will be held in the office chamber of the Executive Engineer, Flood Mechanical Division Baramulla
3. The Bids shall be deposited on the websitehttp://jktenders.gov.in 
4. The complete bidding process will be online http://jktenders.gov.in.
5. The Financial bids of the bidders shall be opened online in the office of the Executive Engineer, Flood Mechanical Division Baramulla
6. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender Document earnest money deposit.

a. The cost of downloaded tender documents should be in form of demand draft/ TR / e-challan in favour of Executive Engineer Flood Mechanical 
Division Baramulla (if applicable).

b. The earnest money in the shape of insurance security bond/ Account payee demand draft/  FDR/ Bankers Cheque / Bank Guarantee/ e-BG shall be 
pledged in favour of CAO Kashmir I&FC Dept. Srinagar 

7. The hard copies of Earnest money deposit, acceptance of terms and conditions duly signed and stamped and other relevant documents as sought shall 
be furnished by the bidder who is declared L1. 

8. Other details can be seen in the bidding documents from the website http://jktenders.gov.in.
9. Queries by email/ cell number if any should be made at xenfmdbaramulla@gmail.comand Land line No: 01952-295542

Sd/-
Executive Engineer

Flood Mechanical Division
DIPK:10794/22 Baramulla
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L
ove doesn’t always find a way. Some-
times, especially when it is coming 
in abundance for something you’re 

not, it can be messy, confusing, chaotic. 
Hrithik Roshan experienced this after his 
2019 blockbuster War. The superstar, who 
played the larger than life, awe-inspiring 
RAW agent Kabir in the film, confessed 
that the acclaim he received for the part 
sent him into a tizzy. A character with 
swag and jaw-dropping confidence was far 
removed from his real-life persona, which 
is more grounded, almost to the point that 
it defies his own stardom.

But speaking with indianexpress.com 
in a group interview, Hrithik said that he 
was aware that he can’t let the love for 
his characters seep into and eventually 

modify his life. He knows where to draw 
the line.

“War put a different kind of pressure. 
There was so much adulation for Kabir 
that I got lost. I didn’t know why, where, 
what I should take… It was a very confus-
ing time for me. I can’t go very deep into it, 
but I was kind of lost, because I was getting 
a lot of love for something that I was not. It 
was time for me to realign with the person 
I am and to fulfil myself as Hrithik. Be-
cause if I keep constantly filling myself up 
through the love for my characters, in my 
real life also I will try and be that, so that I 
keep getting the love. I need to be comfort-
able being me,” he said.

Hrithik said that he is aware that he 
is perhaps not as charismatic as Kabir or 

Vedha, the gangster from his upcoming 
feature Vikram Vedha, in real life. The 
superstar said that these are carefully 
crafted characters and when he is playing 
them — no matter the outpouring of love 
— he knows if he starts chasing the eupho-
ria these parts generate, his life would be 
“traumatic.”

“It’s okay that I am not as good as 
Kabir or Vedha. I am not. I am not that guy. 
These are handmade characters, that’s not 
me. It’s my work. It’s so important to de-
marcate and differentiate me as a person, 
from the person I am and the persona that 
I project on-screen. If I don’t separate the 
two, I will live in chaos. I will always live 
as a hungry soul, trying to get the applause 
all the time, trying to portray all of that in 

my real life. That would be traumatic,” he 
added.

Vikram Vedha is the Hindi remake of 
the 2017 Tamil hit of the same name. The 
film has been directed by filmmaker-duo 
Pushkar-Gayatri, who also helmed the 
original. The film, set to release this Fri-
day, marks the return of Hrithik on the big 
screen three years after War.

A constant complaint his fans have 
had over the years is that Hrithik is se-
lective about the films that he does, with 
longer gaps between each movie. Hrithik 
said that he is not consciously holding 
back, but surprisingly, he often struggles 
to find the right project to dive into. “I 
want to do more films; I just don’t find the 
content. They (Pushkar-Gayatri) are the 

best minds that I have come across, such 
incredible, riveting (people). If I get writ-
ing like this, I will do four-five films a year, 
if I could. I am a slave to my instincts, and 
they are determined by how impactful the 
script has been on my soul. So, I just can’t 
tell you that I am going to decide to do 
two or four films. I am in the hands of my 
writers and directors. So, fingers crossed. 
Maybe I may get lucky again,” he added.

Also starring Saif Ali Khan, Vikram 
Vedha follows the story of a cop who is 
on a hunt to nab a gangster. Things take 
a turn when the gangster voluntarily sur-
renders and tells the cop his backstory, 
which challenges the cop’s perception of 
good and evil.

Hrithik Roshan says he got ‘lost’ with the 
adulation for Kabir in War: ‘If  I don’t separate me 

from my on-screen persona, I will live in chaos’
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Chandigarh, Sep 27: Punjab Chief 
Minister Bhagwant Mann on Tues-
day accused the opposition BJP and 
Congress of conniving with each 
other to topple the Aam Aadmi Party 
government. Describing Congress 
and BJP as twin faces of the same 
coin, the AAP leader said that the 
confidence motion in the state as-
sembly was necessitated as both the 
parties had joined hands to topple the 
democratically elected governments 
in the state.

“The BJP is using the anti-defec-
tion law as a new tool to form gov-
ernments in the state through back 
doors in the country and, unfortu-
nately, despite being its worst victim, 
the Congress is supporting it," said 
the Chief Minister while introducing 
the confidence motion in the Punjab 
Assembly.

The AAP leader said that the BJP 
toppled elected governments in Mad-
hya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Karna-
taka and others, by luring the MLAs. 
However, he said that they failed in 
their sinister moves thrice in Delhi 
and now, in Punjab, they are trying 
to purchase the MLAs with money.

Bhagwant Mann said that the BJP 
was running behind mirage with the 
aim of garnering power in the state 
and in this attempt they are using 
pennies to purchase Aces of AAP.

"The BJP is using its moneybags 
to cause an irreparable loss to democ-
racy. In the past, Congress has done 
the same and now the saffron party is 
following in its footsteps," Bhagwant 
Mann said while citing an example of 
connivance amongst Congress.

Launching a scathing attack 
against the Congress, Bhagwant 
Mann said that the party started 
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’ from Kanyaku-
mari to Kashmir but the poll-bound 
states of Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh have been deliberately ex-
cluded to give benefit to the BJP.

CM Mann said that the BJP lead-
ership has been forced to shun its di-
visive agenda and talk about the well-

being of the people. He also said that 
it was the AAP effect that the leaders 
who had divided the people are now 
seen inaugurating schools, colleges 
and hospitals.

The Chief Minister said that turn-
coats are ruling the roost now and 
former Chief Minister Captain Ama-
rinder Singh, who had tacitly toed 
the line of BJP during his stint, has 
now formally joined the party.

Training his guns against for-
mer Chief Minister Charanjit Singh 
Channi, he said that for the first time 
any CM face of a political party had 
gone missing after being defeated in 
polls. Bhagwant Mann said that as a 
fact of the matter, fear of misdeeds 
during their regime is haunting the 
former Chief Minister due to which 
he is on the run.

"These are the rejected leaders 
who have been ousted by people for 
their non-performance. They are or-
ganising mock assembly sessions to 
mislead the people and to vent their 

frustration", Bhagwant Mann said 
while adding that the people of the 
state gave their vote for hope and 
the Aam Aadmi Party was making 
strenuous efforts to make Punjab a 
frontrunner state.

The Chief Minister said that his 
government has passed the historic 
‘One MLA, One Pension’ scheme to 
ensure judicious utilisation of public 
funds, adding that around 100 Aam 
Aadmi Clinics have been dedicated 
across the state to people for impart-
ing quality health services. Similar-
ly, he said that 600 units of free power 
are being provided to lakhs of house-
holds across the state.

Bhagwant Mann said that on one 
hand, the process for new recruit-
ment has been started and, on the 
other, wheels have also been set in 
motion to regularize the jobs of con-
tractual employees, adding that the 
state government will soon embark 
on a scheme to provide Atta Dal to 
the beneficiaries at their doorsteps.

The Chief Minister said that in de-
mocracy, the government was of the 
people, for the people and by the peo-
ple, but the BJP and Congress were 
trying to insult the mandate of the 
people through ‘Operation Lotus’.

Citing the example of Mughal Gar-
dens in Rashtrapati Bhawan, he said 
that it has a variety of flowers due to 
which people throng to see it. In the 
same manner, Bhagwant Mann said 
that in democracy, the opposition 
and treasury benches are also impor-
tant.

The Chief Minister said that these 
days it has become a tradition that 
proceedings in the house are dis-
rupted and the political leaders often 
take pride in it. However, he said that 
through this the soul of democracy 
was hurt, which was not a healthy 
sign. Bhagwant Mann said that the 
people of the state expressed whop-
ping confidence in the policies of 
the government and the motion was 
moved to restore the confidence.

Rajnath Singh reviews preparation for 
DefExpo 2022 to be held on October 18
New Delhi, Sep 27: Defence Min-
ister Rajnath Singh on Tuesday 
reviewed the preparations for the 
upcoming DefExpo 2022 at a meet-
ing in New Delhi. In the meeting, 
the defence minister was briefed 
about the arrangements made 
by multiple stakeholders for the 
event.

Minister of State for Defence of 
India Ajay Bhatt, Defence Secre-
tary Ajay Kumar and other senior 
officials of the Ministry of Defence 
were also present at the meeting.

Rajnath Singh expressed sat-
isfaction at the preparations and 
encouraged the officials to make 
DefExpo 2022 the best-ever defence 
exhibition.

The 12th edition of DefExpo is 
scheduled to be held in Gujarat’s 
Gandhinagar from October 18. 
With 1,136 companies already reg-
istered for the event, the five-day 
defence exhibition will likely host a 
record number of companies.

The event will be organised at 
over one lakh square metres com-
pared to last year’s 76,000 square 
metres. The 12th DefExpo’s theme 
will be ‘Path to Pride’, which en-

capsulates PM Modi’s vision to 
transform India into a strong and 
self-reliant nation by supporting, 
showcasing and forging partner-
ships for the Indian Aerospace and 
Defence manufacturing sectors. 
The exhibition will be open to the 
public for two days, on October 21 
and 22.

The DefExpo will showcase the 
might of the domestic defence in-
dustry, which is now powering the 
government’s resolve of ‘Make in 
India, Make for the World’ and the 
nation at large.

The event will be the first edi-
tion to be exclusively for Indian 
companies. Indian subsidiaries of 
foreign OEMs, a division of a com-
pany registered in India, and an 
exhibitor having a joint venture 
with an Indian company would be 
considered Indian participants.

The DefExpo 2022 will also mark 
the celebration of one year of the 
formation of the seven new de-
fence companies carved out of the 
erstwhile Ordnance Factory Board 
(OFB). All these companies will be 
participating for the first time at 
DefExpo.

Ahmedabad, Sep 27: Chief Election 
Commissioner Rajiv Kumar on Tues-
day said that a decision on who the 
'real' Shiv Sena is will be taken based 
on the rule of majority. The Election 
Commission usually assesses the num-
ber of elected MLAs, MPs and office 
bearers backing each side to decide on 
which faction is legitimate.

"I am not into live telecast of the 
decision. There is a set procedure, 
that procedure mandates us that we 
define it in a very transparent pro-
cess by judging and applying the rule 
of majority," CEC Rajiv Kumar said 
during a press briefing in Ahmed-

abad.
The Chief Election Commissioner 

(CEC) and a delegation of senior Elec-
tion Commission officials were on a 
two-day visit to Gujarat to review pre-
paredness for the upcoming assembly 
polls and to meet political representa-
tives.

"We will apply the rule of majority 
whenever we review it. The only prin-
cipal is the rule of majority," CEC Rajiv 
Kumar added.

As things stand, Eknath Shinde en-
joys the support of 40 out of 55 MLAs 
and 12 of 18 Sena MPs back the Maha-
rashtra chief minister.

New Delhi, Sep 27: Union 
Minister Ashwini Kumar 
Choubey expressed his concern 
over the recent spate of petrol 
bombings in Tamil Nadu. He 
stated that the locals have man-
aged to maintain tranquillity 
but the Popular Front of India 
(PFI) has been targeting the 
BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party) 
and RSS (Rashtriya Swayam 
Sevak Sena).

'It is unfortunate, people of 
Tamil Nadu are calm but the 
way things are panning out 
against the RSS and BJP by 
PFI, we will face it. We will not 
be the ones frightened by this. 
There are some states which 
are sleeper cells of the PFI and 
we will work towards stopping 
it. Their fate will be like a bhas-

masur," Choubey said.
Bhasmasur is a demon in 

Hindu mythology.
Speaking about the Kerala 

CPIM leader's comment on why 
the RSS should be banned, he 

said, "It is bad."
"The RSS is an organisa-

tion working towards inculcat-
ing life in the country and the 
culture. If the leaders of CPI 
are saying this, it is bad. This 

shows their violent thoughts. 
We are violent and we treat the 
entire world like our family. 
We want peace," he said.

Sharing his thoughts on 
Bihar CM Nithish Kumar and 
Lalu Prasad Yadav meeting So-
nia Gandhi to unite the Opposi-
tion against the ruling BJP.

"Those who are not able to 
see what is right and wrong 
and those who are focused on 
corruption are sitting in Con-
gress's lap. Nitish's dreams will 
remain a dream. Modiji has be-
come a loved leader and works 
for the country's security and 
peace. There are crocodile 
tears being shed and even if 
they get all decked up, people 
won't look at them," the Union 
minister said.

Manish Sisodia's 
aide Vijay Nair 
nabbed by CBI in 
excise policy case, 
first arrest made
New Delhi, Sep 27: Vijay Nair 
has been arrested by the CBI in an 
excise policy case. This marks the 
first arrest by the CBI in this case.

He is the former CEO of the 
entertainment and event media 
company Only Much Louder. He 
has been raided by the ED as well. 
Sources said that he was one of the 
prime key conspirators in the ex-
cise policy case.

Earlier, the CBI on August 21 
issued a Look Out Circular (LOC) 
against eight private persons named 
as accused in the Delhi liquor policy 
scam case. This included business-
man Vijay Nair who the probe agen-
cy said was missing during the raids 
it conducted on August 19.

Vijay Nair later clarified that he 
did not flee from the country and 
he was abroad for some weeks due 
to personal work. He added that 
he was in touch with the CBI and 
would cooperate with its officials.

According to the CBI’s FIR in the 
case, Delhi Deputy Chief Minister 
Manish Sisodia’s associate Arjun 
Pandey had once collected cash of 
about Rs 2 to 4 crore from Sameer 
Mahendru, owner of Indo Spirits, 
on behalf of Vijay Nair. Nair alleg-
edly gave the funds to the accused 
public servants in the case.

The CBI, while conducting raids 
in 31 different locations in connection 
with the case, had said Vijay Nair 
was missing. Delhi BJP MP Parvesh 
Verma also said in a press conference 
that two associates of Sisodia, includ-
ing Nair, had left the country after the 
CBI initiated its probe.

New Delhi, Sep 27: The Supreme Court 
on Tuesday said that there will be no stay 
on the Election Commission's proceed-
ings to decide who commanded the "real" 
Shiv Sena — Eknath Shinde or Uddhav 
Thackeray — in Maharashtra. The deci-
sion is being seen as a big win for CM 
Eknath Shinde's camp.

A Constitution bench of the Supreme 
Court headed by Justice DY Chandra-
chud was hearing the petition regarding 
the rift in Shiv Sena that saw the Maha-
rashtra party break into factions led by 
Eknath Shinde and Uddhav Thackeray.

Meanwhile, the legal team of the 
Eknath Shinde faction has written to the 
Election Commission with the details of 
the Supreme Court order, sources said.

WHAT HAPPENED IN COURT TO-
DAY?

After a day-long hearing, the bench 
said that there would be no stay on pro-
ceedings before the Election Commission 
to decide intra-party dispute in Shiv Sena 
between Uddhav Thackeray and Eknath 
Shinde faction on which one is the origi-
nal party and on getting the party sym-
bol.

The bench, also comprising Justices 
MR Shah, Krishna Murari, Hima Kohli 
and PS Narasimha, rejected the plea of 
the Uddhav faction that the poll panel 
not be allowed to proceed in the matter 
till the Supreme Court decides a plea 
pertaining to the disqualification of Shiv 
Sena MLAs.

Earlier, the top court on June 27 
granted interim relief to Shinde and his 
rebel group of MLAs by extending the 
time to file responses to the disqualifica-
tion notices sent by the Deputy Speaker, 
till July 12.

WHAT DID THE UDDHAV GROUP 
SAY?

During the hearing, the bench ques-
tioned senior advocate Kapil Sibal, who 

was appearing for the Thackeray faction, 
in what capacity did Shinde approach the 
poll body with his claim as the real Shiv 
Sena.

Sibal responded that it was the whole 
issue as Shinde cannot approach the 
Election Commission once he has in-
curred disqualification and was involved 
in anti-party activities.

The bench observed that the issue is 
in relation to the ambit of jurisdiction of 
the Speaker under the 10th Schedule and 
the ambit of jurisdiction of the Election 
Commission with respect to the symbol 
order.

Sibal further argued that the Election 
Symbol Order can be invoked only when 
the claimant belongs to the same political 
party and claims to be of a rival group.

Supporting Sibal's arguments, senior 
advocate Abhishek Manu Singhvi said, 
"In whatever form the Shiv Sena exists 
today, they have no claim that they have 
merged with the BJP. You have left the 
Shiv Sena, but you want the goodwill of 
Shiv Sena and so you won't merge."

Responding to Sibal's submission, 
senior advocate Neeraj Kishan Kaul, 
appearing for the Eknath Shinde group, 
submitted that the Speaker's power is 
only in relation to the legislature party 
and that it cannot circumscribe the Elec-
tion Commission's powers under the 
Symbols Order.

"Under Article 324 of the Constitution, 
the Election Commission of India pos-
sesses powers to deal with any situation 
which arises in relation to political par-
ties," Kaul added.

"My whole case is I have not given up 
the membership. We represent the over-
whelming majority within the party. We 
have not left the party. So who will decide 
whether I have voluntarily given up the 
membership? Until the Speaker decides, 
how can I be restrained", Kaul argued.

Bengaluru, Sep 27: Karnataka 
Chief Minister Basavaraj Bom-
mai, while speaking at a function 
in connection with the inaugu-
ration of Integrated Cryogenic 
Engines Manufacturing Facil-
ity and Aerospace Division, 
stressed on undertaking re-
search that would help the com-
ing generation to lead a health-
ier life. He said research must 
be undertaken for the welfare of 
mankind.

Speaking at the function on 
Tuesday, which was attended 
by President Droupadi Murmu, 
he said the state has formulated 
the Aerospace, R&D and Defense 
policies, and the government is 
ready to extend all cooperation 
to take up research work. He 
said Karnataka is moving on new 
paths of science and innovation. 
The slogan of the state has been 
'New Karnataka for New India'.

“Science has the quality of ex-

panding continuously, and there 
is no full stop for it. One innova-
tion will lead to a lot of research. 
But research must be done for 
the welfare of mankind. Outer 
space has always been a source of 
imagination and, because of this, 
space has always been attractive 
to human beings. India is not in-
ferior to anyone in the science 
field,” said CM Bommai.

INDIA’S CONTRIBUTION TO 
SPACE SCEINCE

The CM said further that 
since time immemorial, India 
had been involved in the discov-
ery of space. He recalled that 
Aryabhata had undertaken a lot 
of research in this regard and his 
works had been the source of in-
spiration for today's innovations. 
He added that today, India was 
not inferior to any other country 
in the field of science.

“We have put hundreds of sat-
ellites in orbit and have reached 

the stage of putting commercial 
satellites in space. Cryogenic 
engines have been the subject of 
discussion in the last four to five 
decades and only a few nations 
have developed them. Space tech-
nology was restricted only to a 
few nations,” said the Karnataka 
CM.

“As per the slogan of 'At-
manirbhar' declared by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, India 
is now on the highest pedestal. 
India has joined a list of coun-
tries that would manufacture 
the Cryogenic engines,” he 
added.

He further stated that Karna-
taka was ahead in health science 
and had the maximum number of 
research centres, medical colleg-
es and national-level children's 
hospitals. In one year, as many 
as 200 laboratories and RT-PCR 
centres have been established, 
said the CM.

A YEAR after he stepped down as 
Chief Minister of Gujarat, Vijay 
Rupani has said he was asked to 
resign only the previous night by 
the BJP “high command”.

In an interview to The Indian 
Express, Rupani, who stepped 
down on September 11, 2021, said, 
“Aagla divasey ratre j kidhu ane 
mein bije divesey aapi j didhu 
(They told me the previous night 
and I submitted it (resignation) 
the very next day).”

“I didn’t ask them the reason 
and, therefore, they didn’t give 
me one. Had I asked, I am sure 
they would have given me the 
reason. But I have always been a 
disciplined worker of the party. I 
have always done what the party 
has asked me to do. The party 
made me Chief Minister, so I be-
came one. Then the party told me 
that they are replacing me and I 
told them to do it happily.”

He said hours after receiving 
instructions from his party, he 
submitted his resignation to Gu-
jarat Governor Acharya Devvrat 
on September 21, without any 
protest or tantrum.

“As a good worker, I have 
never gone against the party line 
and, therefore, tendered my res-
ignation the very next day. And I 
submitted my resignation with a 
smiling face, not a sulking one,” 
he said.

The BJP veteran, who has 
been in public life for 49 years 
and has risen through the ranks 
after joining the party’s student 
wing in 1973, received an emo-

tional reception by BJP workers 
and supporters in Rajkot when he 
returned to his hometown after 
making way for Bhupendra Patel 
as Chief Minister.

In Rajkot, he had told support-
ers that he had resigned “without 
any hesitation” and that “only 
workers from Rajkot can do 
that”.

He maintains that the party 
leadership’s decision is supreme. 
“Even after one completes one’s 
tenure, the next CM is decided by 
the high command only. The leg-
islature party meeting is merely 
a procedure and it should be that 

way only as such decisions im-
pact the entire party, be it Con-
gress or BJP.”

“The CM candidate is decided 
by the party high command even 
after a general election. The high 
command directs the legislature 
party to elect the one chosen by it 
as the leader,” he said.

He said the high command’s 
decisions will have to be “treated 
as democratic”, otherwise there 
may be a situation in which ev-
ery MLA starts considering him-
self a contender for the CM’s post 
and that may eventually lead to 
groupism.

Resigned as CM after being 
told only the previous night by BJP high 

command: Rupani

Who is real Shiv Sena? Will apply rule 
of majority and decide, says poll body chief

Blow to Uddhav Thackeray as 
Supreme Court allows poll panel to 

decide 'real' Shiv Sena

Union minister says PFI's fate 
akin to 'Bhasmasur', CPM says first ban RSS

BJP, Congress working together to topple AAP 
govt in Punjab: CM Bhagwant Mann

Research should be done for welfare 
of mankind, says Karnataka CM Bommai
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Congress Eating Up 
Congress, Gehlot 

Playing Safe!

I
t is all happening in Rajasthan, where, there is a re-
bellion going on, ahead of elections for the post of 
Congress party chief, by the MLAs who support Chief 

Minister Ashok Gehlot, after it came to the fore that Sa-
chin Pilot was going to be given the charge of running 
the state as Chief Minister because Gehlot will have to 
resign before running for the elections of the Congress 
party chief. However, apparently, he does not seem to 
be in the mood of coming down from the CM’s chair and 
wants to play safe amid the challenges which he might 
have to face as things progress further.

By executing the rebellion, even though he has said 
that he has got no role in it, he is trying to make sure that 
he continues as the Chief Minister of Rajasthan till the 
elections for the party chief are held and in case he wins, 
he will be free and authorized to make anyone of his 
choice as the Chief Minister. In case he faces defeat, then, 
he will still have the Chief Ministerial Ship because the 
MLAs—who are over 90 in number and have threatened 
to resign in case someone else is made the CM—do not 
want to see Pilot getting the leadership in the state. On 
the contrary, Pilot also has very limited options; howev-
er, silence and letting things unfold would be his safest.

Congress leadership is fuming; if the revolting 
MLAs—as Gehlot said—are angry, so is the party, which, 
if reports are to be believed, has decided to keep Gehlot 
out of the party presidential elections, however, there 
is no clarity on that and the matter remains under the 
cloud. Sonia Gandhi on the other side has sought a re-
port from him while expressing her anger. At the same 
time, even if Gehlot states otherwise, for the Congress 
leadership in Delhi, it would be quite difficult to believe 
that rebellion didn’t have active support and encourage-
ment from Gehlot. The leadership would be trying hard 
to believe the Congress loyalist, but the ground situation 
depicts the opposite.

The process of having a non-Congress man as the par-
ty chief has met the first roadblock in the shape of Rajas-
than rebellion against the party decisions, which might 
end up sending Gehlot back to the CM chair instead of 
reaching higher and leading the party from Delhi. Be-
hind that, there sure are his motives: he wants to play 
safe; wants to keep both the options open for himself, and 
at the same time make sure that Pilot is kept away from 
having the chair. While the party was seemingly march-
ing ahead towards much-needed reformations, here we 
have Congress eating up Congress. Interesting!

Russia’s nuclear threat may force Europe 
to build a nuclear arsenal

C. Raja Mohan

I
n a major move last week, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin threatened 
the use of nuclear weapons against 

Ukraine and its Western backers. 
“When the territorial integrity of our 
country is threatened, to protect Russia 
and our people, we will certainly use all 
the means at our disposal,” he said, in 
an implicit reference to nuclear weap-
ons. To underline the seriousness of his 
threat, Putin added it “is not a bluff.”

This is certainly not the first time 
the Russian leader has rattled the nu-
clear sabre. Soon after he launched the 
Ukraine invasion in February, Putin 
issued a similar warning and ordered 
his armed forces to put Russian nuclear 
weapons on alert. What is different this 
time is Russia’s weakening position in 
Ukraine. The recent setbacks on the bat-
tlefield have persuaded Putin to order 
the mobilisation of a larger number of 
troops and call for an annexation of the 
occupied territories in eastern Ukraine. 
The nuclear threat appears to be part of 
an effort to salvage a modicum of politi-
cal gains from a “war of choice” that has 
gone terribly wrong. Putin’s nuclear 
threat did not make a difference the last 
time around; this time he is signalling 
a greater commitment to using nuclear 
weapons by claiming that the occupied 
territories are now a part of Russia, and 
organising referendums to lend a veneer 
of political legitimacy to their annexa-
tion. That brings us to the link between 
Russia’s “territorial integrity” and the 
threat to use nuclear weapons.

Moscow’s nuclear doctrine states 
that it will use nuclear weapons in a 
conventional war in the event of an at-
tack on Russia and if the very existence 
of the state is threatened. By turning the 
“occupied territories” into “Russian ter-
ritory”, Putin is arguing that attempts 
by Ukraine and its Western supporters 
to liberate occupied territory would be 
met with a nuclear response. For those 
who can’t see the nature of the threat 
this time, Dmitry Medvedev, Russia’s 
former president and a close associate 
of Putin, has made the threat explicit. 
He has declared that Russia will use nu-
clear weapons, not just tactical nuclear 
weapons but also strategic ones, to de-
fend the “new Russian territories”.

Putin will hope that the danger of 
a nuclear war would encourage those 
in the West who seek a compromise 
with Russia (at the expense of Ukraine, 
of course) and bring the war to a quick 
close. But Ukrainian leader Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy has dismissed the nuclear 
threat and vowed to fight on until the oc-
cupied territories are brought back un-
der Kyiv’s control. The US has warned 
Russia against the use of nuclear weap-
ons, and is likely to continue its armed 
support to Ukraine.

That puts the nuclear ball back in 
Putin’s court. Will Putin court the dan-
gers of a full-scale nuclear war with 

the West for a few additional districts 
in Ukraine? Using nuclear weapons for 
offensive or coercive purposes has not 
been easy. The prospect of a national 
suicide has often acted as a self-deter-
rent. Even if it turns out to be a bluff, 
Putin’s threat will have a major effect on 
the global nuclear security debate. That 
Russia, one of the architects of the post-
War global nuclear order, can threaten 
a non-nuclear weapon state like Ukraine 
with the use of atomic weapons, has 
compelled many major powers in Eu-
rope and Asia to take a fresh look at 
their nuclear policies. Making matters 
worse is another troubling dimension of 
Putin’s policy — the Russian President 
is using the nuclear threat to annex the 
territory of a neighbour it has seized 
through armed aggression. Several 
questions arise.

First, would Putin have ordered the 
invasion of Ukraine if Kyiv had nuclear 
weapons? Ukraine, which inherited a 
large nuclear complex when the Soviet 
Union broke up in 1991, voluntarily gave 
up nuclear weapons in 1994 in return for 
guarantees of its security. Those assur-
ances turned out to be worthless when 
Russia seized Crimea from Ukraine in 
2014. The utility of nuclear weapons in 
preventing aggression by big powers 
appears to be an enduring one. While 
many in Ukraine might regret the deci-
sion to give up nuclear weapons, there 
is little that Kyiv can do to immediately 

reverse that decision.
What about Europe? Europe has 

much to lose if Putin continues his ter-
ritorial expansionism backed by the 
nuclear threat. Might Europe consider 
the development of its own nuclear 
weapons? On the face of it, the idea of 
a European nuclear bomb would seem 
odd. Barring France, all the members 
of the EU have voluntarily given up 
their nuclear weapon options by signing 
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. 
While giving up their own atomic weap-
ons, the EU members have relied on 
the US nuclear umbrella. Under the ar-
rangement, the US had nuclear weapon-
sharing arrangements with five NATO 
countries — Belgium, Germany, Italy, 
the Netherlands and Turkey.

The last few years have seen NATO 
come under stress. Donald Trump chal-
lenged the very premises of the Ameri-
can commitment to protect Europe and 
questioned the European reluctance to 
spend more on its own defence. Trump 
also accused the Europeans of free-rid-
ing on US commitments while conduct-
ing ever larger commercial business 
with Russia. Trump’s threat to walk out 
of NATO has compelled the European 
states to rethink their security poli-
cies, emphasise the need to build their 
defence capabilities, and develop more 
“strategic autonomy” vis-a-vis the US. 
One element of this debate has been the 
question of Europe developing its own 

nuclear weapons.
The easiest way would be to turn the 

French nuclear arsenal into a European 
deterrent. France, however, has tradi-
tionally insisted that its arsenal is for its 
own national security. But in early 2020, 
French President Emmanuel Macron 
articulated a change. He declared that 
the French nuclear strategy has a “Eu-
ropean dimension”. France’s nuclear 
forces “strengthen the security of Eu-
rope through their very existence,” Ma-
cron said. There has been some talk of 
Germany financing the expansion of the 
French arsenal. The problem, however, 
may be less about building nuclear as-
sets than developing a nuclear doctrine 
and command structure.

While the discourse on a Eurobomb 
gains traction, the immediate focus 
might well be on strengthening NATO’s 
nuclear forces and boosting the US nu-
clear umbrella over Europe. This might 
involve new deployments of US nuclear 
weapons in Europe, wider nuclear shar-
ing arrangements, and stronger conven-
tional deterrent capabilities.

One of the main objectives of Pu-
tin’s invasion of Ukraine was to rear-
range European geopolitics in favour 
of Russia. Putin might well succeed, but 
not in the manner that he might have 
hoped. His profound miscalculations 
in Ukraine are leading to an inevitable 
change in the European security order 
to the detriment of Russia.

Deepti Sharma and the question of law vs spirit in cricket
 Sriram Veera

W
hy do people still feel upset when a bowl-
er runs out a non-striker for stepping out 
before the ball is released? Perhaps their 

angst stems from the fact that this act preempts 
everything else: A ball hasn’t been bowled, the 
batsman hasn’t gotten into the act, and they feel 
“cheated” by the non-consummation of the crick-
eting act. The Lord’s crowd booed and many play-
ers like James Anderson exhibited similar emo-
tion on Twitter when the Indian bowler Deepti 
Sharma shoved the bails off the stumps at the non-
striker’s end when England’s batter Charlotte 
Dean stepped out before the ball was released.

To state the obvious first, Sharma did nothing 
wrong; if anything, she showed presence of mind 
and the courage to bear the “cheater” stigma. To 
state the non-obvious, neither was Dean attempt-
ing to cheat.

In the nationalistic and virtue-signalling din, 
nuance is unsurprisingly lost.

Dean had her bat inside the crease, when 
Sharma not only landed her back foot but almost 
pressed down her front foot as well. Only then did 
Dean lift her bat out of the crease. That moment 
when the bowler’s front foot lands as the right 
arm goes up to release the ball, seen through pe-
ripheral vision, is when non-strikers begin to de-
part from the crease. This is a habit that they will 
now have to shrug off.

Sharma spotted Dean, who only had her bat 
in the crease, and stopped and let her stroll out.

Here is the grey area of intent: The non-strik-
er was not charging out to steal but just assumed 
that the ball was released.

This is why the late Shane Warne had a 
problem with Ashwin’s run-out of Jos Buttler in 
the IPL: “(He) had no intention of delivering the 
ball — so it should have been called a dead ball”. 
A similar sentiment was expressed this time by 
England’s James Anderson about Sharma.

Sunil Gavaskar doesn’t buy that theory of pe-
nalising the bowler’s intent under the umbrella of 
the “spirit of the game”. “The simple thing is you 
have to look at the bowler and move out when he 
releases. You can’t look at the batsman and walk 
out of the crease. The law is clear,” he had once 
told this newspaper.

The laws don’t admit sympathy or foolish-
ness or lack of intent as a cause to overlook a 
dismissal. Should the punishment be less to allow 
such lack of intent to steal a run as in Dean’s case?

As the cliche goes, cricket is a funny game 
where intent doesn’t really matter. Krishnam-
achari Srikkanth was run out in his debut Test 
by England’s John Emburey as he had absent-

mindedly wandered out of his crease. A harsher 
incident was when New Zealand’s Brendon Mc-
Cullum ran out Muttiah Muralitharan, who had 
left the crease to congratulate his partner Kumar 
Sangakkara on his hundred while the ball was 
still in play.

There were some eyebrows raised when 
South Africa’s wicket-keeper Quinton de Kock 
ran out Fakhar Zaman. The Pakistani had almost 
reached the striker’s end when de Kock signalled 
to the other end, as if he were telling the bowler to 
collect the throw there, which made Zaman turn 
around to look. To his horror, the ball was already 

well on its way to de Kock who whipped off the 
bails with a chuckle.

Perhaps, the former England spinner Graeme 
Swann’s witticism best captures the feelings of 
those against this move. In 2014, when the Sri 
Lankan Sachithra Senanayake ran out Jos But-
tler (a repeat offender as evidenced by his run out 
by Ashwin much later in IPL), Swann piped up: “I 
think the Mankading is just wrong even though 
it’s not illegal. Like cuddling your sister while 
watching a film!”.

However, it also says something about the act 
of running out the non-striker when people who 

claim bounced balls as catches, run out a player 
walking to congratulate their partner for hitting a 
hundred, don’t walk after edging, tamper with the 
ball, use drugs and hurl abuses, unite in the moral 
war against it — and yet, the rules clearly say the 
onus is on the batsman not to leave the crease un-
til the ball is delivered.

The non-consummation of the cricket act 
leaves, for many, a foul taste, a shallow feeling; 
and for many it’s a tribute to cricketing smart-
ness. Where we stand reveals our own personal-
ity and urges; nothing black or white about this 
grey matter.
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MOSCOW’S NUCLEAR DOCTRINE STATES THAT IT WILL USE NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS IN A CONVENTIONAL WAR IN THE EVENT OF AN ATTACK ON RUSSIA 
AND IF THE VERY EXISTENCE OF THE STATE IS THREATENED. BY TURNING THE 
“OCCUPIED TERRITORIES” INTO “RUSSIAN TERRITORY”, PUTIN IS ARGUING 
THAT ATTEMPTS BY UKRAINE AND ITS WESTERN SUPPORTERS TO LIBERATE 
OCCUPIED TERRITORY WOULD BE MET WITH A NUCLEAR RESPONSE.

DEAN HAD HER BAT INSIDE 
THE CREASE, WHEN SHARMA 
NOT ONLY LANDED HER BACK 
FOOT BUT ALMOST PRESSED 
DOWN HER FRONT FOOT AS 
WELL. ONLY THEN DID DEAN 
LIFT HER BAT OUT OF THE 
CREASE. THAT MOMENT 
WHEN THE BOWLER’S FRONT 
FOOT LANDS AS THE RIGHT 
ARM GOES UP TO RELEASE 
THE BALL, SEEN THROUGH 
PERIPHERAL VISION, IS WHEN 
NON-STRIKERS BEGIN TO 
DEPART FROM THE CREASE. 
THIS IS A HABIT THAT THEY 
WILL NOW HAVE TO SHRUG 
OFF.
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New Delhi, Sep 27: One of the fastest 
growing neurological diseases globally, 
tracking and evaluating Parkison's re-
mains a difficult challenge across the 
world. Engineers at the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology (MIT) have found a 
way to track it, while the patient remains 
at home. They have designed an in-home 
device.

The development will pave way for 
better evaluation of the neurological con-
dition's progression, especially for people 
who live far from cities and hospitals. 
Parkinson's is evaluated by testing their 
motor skills and cognitive functions dur-
ing clinic visits and according to MIT, 
more than 40 per cent of individuals with 
Parkinson’s are never treated by a neu-
rologist or Parkinson’s specialist.

Parkinson's disease, according to the 
National Institute of Aging, is a brain 
disorder that causes unintended or un-
controllable movements. It could also 
involve mental and behavioral changes, 
sleep problems, depression, memory dif-
ficulties, and fatigue.

The new device can monitor a pa-
tient’s movement and gait speed, which 
can be used to evaluate Parkinson’s se-
verity, the progression of the disease, and 
the patient’s response to medication. The 
details have been published in Science 
Translational Medicine.

“By being able to have a device in the 
home that can monitor a patient and tell 
the doctor remotely about the progres-
sion of the disease, and the patient’s 
medication response so they can attend to 
the patient even if the patient can’t come 
to the clinic — now they have real, reli-
able information — that actually goes a 
long way toward improving equity and 
access,” senior author of the study detail-
ing the device Dina Katabi, said in a state-
ment.

The size of a wi-fi router, the device 
gathers data passively using radio signals 
that reflect off the patient’s body as they 
move around their home, and there is no 
need for the patient to wear any gadget or 
change their behaviour in any way.

The team of researchers conducted a 

one-year at-home study with 50 partici-
pants of whom 34 had Parkinson's and 
used machine-learning algorithms to ana-
lyze the troves of data. They showed that 
clinicians could track Parkinson’s pro-
gression and medication response more 
effectively than they would with periodic, 
in-clinic evaluations.

The device uses radio signals that 
bounce off people’s bodies and do not in-
terfere with other wireless devices in the 
home. Researchers said that while radio 
signals pass through walls and other solid 
objects, they are reflected off humans due 
to the water in our bodies. Since radio 
signals travel at the same speed, they can 
convey the movement details depending 
on the length of time it takes the signals 
to reflect back.

“Monitoring the patient continuously 
as they move around the room enabled 
us to get really good measurements of 
their gait speed. And with so much data, 
we were able to perform aggregation that 
allowed us to see very small differences,” 
Guo Zhang, co-lead of the study added.

New Delhi, Sep 27: As Hurricane 
Ian comes barreling towards Florida, 
Nasa has finally decided to move its 
moon rocket off the launch pad and 
into the shelter. The Space Launch 
System with the Orion spacecraft 
will be moved into the Vehicle As-
sembly Building, after being on the 
launch for over a month and surviv-
ing two scrubbed launch attempts.

Artemis-1 mission managers de-
cided to roll back the spacecraft on 
Tuesday based on the latest weather 
predictions associated with hur-
ricane Ian after additional data 
gathered overnight did not show im-
proving expected conditions for the 
Kennedy Space Center area.

"The decision allows time for em-
ployees to address the needs of their 
families and protect the integrated 
rocket and spacecraft system. The 
time of first motion also is based on 
the best-predicted conditions for roll-
back to meet weather criteria for the 
move," Nasa said in a blog update.

Nasa isn’t speculating when the 
next launch attempt might be, but it 
could be off until November. Manag-
ers will assess their options once the 
322-foot (98-meter) Space Launch Sys-
tem rocket is safely back in the han-
gar. A pair of launch attempts were 

thwarted by hydrogen fuel leaks and 
other technical problems.

The Hurricane, which has been 
strengthening, lashed heavy rains 
and winds on the western tip of Cuba 
with over 50,000 people being evacu-
ated to safety. The hurricane is on 
a path that could see it hit Florida’s 
west coast as a Category 4 hurricane. 
After passing over Cuba, Ian was 
forecast to strengthen further over 
warm Gulf of Mexico waters before 
reaching Florida as early as Wednes-
day as a Category 4 storm with top 

winds of 225 kilometers per hour.
The predictions have forced Nasa 

to not only abandon the September 
27 launch window but also October 2, 
forcing the mission to be delayed to 
November.

The $4.1 billion test flight will 
kick off Nasa’s return to the moon 
since the Apollo moonshots of the 
1960s and 1970s. No one will be in-
side the crew capsule for the debut 
launch. Astronauts will strap in for 
the second mission in 2024, leading to 
a two-person moon landing in 2025.

Washington, Sep 27: Both Florida 
and Cuba are preparing for Hurri-
cane Ian to bring devastating winds 
and storm surges to their coasts this 
week.

The storm is expected to make 
landfall in Cuba on Monday and then 
lash Florida with storm surges and 
downpours.

Ian follows Hurricane Fiona, 
a powerful Category 4 storm that 
carved a path of destruction last 
week through Puerto Rico, leaving 
most of the U.S. territory without 
power and potable water. Fiona 
then barreled through the Turks 

and Caicos Islands, skirted Bermuda 
and slammed into Canada's Atlantic 
coast, where critical infrastructure 
might take months to repair.

While scientists haven't yet deter-
mined whether climate change influ-
enced Fiona or Ian, there's strong ev-
idence that these devastating storms 
are getting worse.

Yes, climate change is making 
hurricanes wetter, windier and al-
together more intense. There is also 
evidence that it is causing storms 
to travel more slowly, meaning they 
can dump more water in one place.

If it weren't for the oceans, the 

planet would be much hotter due to 
climate change. But in the last 40 
years, the ocean has absorbed about 
90% of the warming caused by heat-
trapping greenhouse gas emissions. 
Much of this ocean heat is contained 
near the water's surface. This addi-
tional heat can fuel a storm's inten-
sity and power stronger winds.

Climate change can also boost 
the amount of rainfall delivered by 
a storm. Because a warmer atmo-
sphere can also hold more moisture, 
water vapor builds up until clouds 
break, sending down heavy rain.

During the 2020 Atlantic hurri-

cane season — one of the most active 
on record — climate change boosted 
hourly rainfall rates in hurricane-
force storms by 8%-11%, according 
to an April 2022 study in the journal 
Nature Communications.

The world has already warmed 1.1 
degrees Celsius above the preindus-
trial average. Scientists at the U.S. 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) expect that, 
at 2C of warming, hurricane wind 
speeds could increase by up to 10%.

NOAA also projects the propor-
tion of hurricanes that reach the 
most intense levels — Category 4 

or 5 — could rise by about 10% this 
century. To date, less than a fifth of 
storms have reached this intensity 
since 1851.

A fisherman prepares to move 
his boat from a canal ahead of the 
arrival of Tropical Storm Ian in Ha-
vana, Cuba, September 26, 2022. RE-
UTERS/Alexandre Meneghini

The typical "season" for hurri-
canes is shifting, as climate warm-
ing creates conditions conducive to 
storms in more months of the year. 
And hurricanes are also making 
landfall in regions far outside the 
historic norm.

New Delhi, Sep 27: It was 65 million years ago 
when an asteroid came hurtling towards Earth 
and struck a deadly blow. The impact was so 
strong that it wiped the entire species of dino-
saurs and other living things from the surface of 
the planet. Finally, Earth has hit back.

A small, yet powerful spacecraft slammed 
into an asteroid in the wee hours of Tuesday in 
a test of a technology that could pave the way to 
hit asteroids and other alien objects, if they are 
headed directly towards us in the future. The 
Dart mission banged into a moonlet of an aster-
oid to slightly change its orbit, giving Earth its 
avengers moment for the dinosaurs.

The Double Asteroid Redirection Test (Dart) 
mission was launched in November 2021 to 
travel deep into space, over 9 million kilometers 
away from Earth, to test the kinetic impactor 
technology that could be deployed in case an 
alien object comes crashing towards us. The 
world’s first planetary defense technology dem-
onstration was successful in its mission.

“At its core, DART represents an unprec-
edented success for planetary defense, but it is 
also a mission of unity with a real benefit for all 
humanity. As we study the cosmos and our home 
planet, we’re also working to protect that home, 
and this international collaboration turned sci-
ence fiction into science fact, demonstrating one 
way to protect Earth,” NASA Administrator Bill 
Nelson said after the epic mission.

The spacecraft, equipped with a sole camera, 
working autonomously not only tracked the 
Dimorphos asteroid but also charted its course 
using Jupiter and navigated its way onto the as-
teroid's surface. The spacecraft beamed back out 
worldly footage of its approach as the asteroid 
became bigger and bigger in every frame before 
it struck it and a loss of signal was confirmed.

The Armageddon-inspired mission was 

tracked globally with both space and ground-
based telescopes looking at it. Both the Hubble 
and the mighty James Webb Telescope zoomed 
in to see the event. Nasa has said that the inves-
tigation team will now observe Dimorphos using 
ground-based telescopes to confirm that DART’s 
impact altered the asteroid’s orbit around Didy-
mos.

The collision is expected to shorten Dimor-
phos’ orbit by about 1%, or roughly 10 minutes; 
precisely measuring how much the asteroid was 
deflected is one of the primary purposes of the 
full-scale test.

“Planetary Defense is a globally unifying ef-
fort that affects everyone living on Earth. Now 
we know we can aim a spacecraft with the pre-
cision needed to impact even a small body in 
space. Just a small change in its speed is all we 
need to make a significant difference in the path 
an asteroid travels,” Thomas Zurbuchen, associ-
ate administrator for the Science Mission Direc-
torate added.

The 570-kilogram box-shaped spacecraft 
crashed into the Dimorphos at 24,000 kilometers 
per hour to slightly slow the asteroid’s orbital 
speed. By changing orbital speed, Nasa aims to 
slightly alter the orbital dynamic of objects that 
come towards us and change their course.

Thalassery, Sep 27: NA-
SA’s Artemis 1 mission’s 
SLS (Space Launch System) 
rocket and Orion spacecraft 
left launch pad 39 at the Ken-
nedy Space Centre at 8.51 AM 
IST and began its 6.4-kilome-
tre journey back to the Ve-
hicle Assembly Building. The 
space agency decided to roll 
back the rocket because the 
latest weather predictions as-
sociated with Hurricane Ian 
did not give expectations for 
improved conditions.

You can watch a 
livestream of the rocket being 
rolled back to the huge Vehi-
cle Assembly Building from 
the Kennedy Space Centre’s 
YouTube channel below.

“Managers met Monday 
morning and made the de-
cision based on the latest 
weather predictions associ-
ated with Hurricane Ian, af-

ter additional data gathered 
overnight did not show im-
proving expected conditions 
for the Kennedy Space Cen-
ter area. The decision allows 
time for employees to address 
the needs of their families and 
protect the integrated rocket 
and spacecraft system,” said 
NASA in the Artemis I blog.

NASA was initially plan-
ning to attempt another 
launch on September 27 but 
decided to stand down due 
to the risk from the storm. 
“During a meeting Saturday 
morning, teams decided to 
stand down on preparing 
for the Tuesday launch date 
to allow them to configure 
systems for rolling back the 
Space Launch System rocket 
and Orion spacecraft to the 
Vehicle Assembly Building,” 
said the space agency, in a 
blog post at the time. 

Germany’s loses 
one of its five 
glaciers to scalding 
summer
Berlin, Sep 27: Scientists in Ger-
many have stripped the Southern 
Schneeferner in the Alps of its 
status as glacier after extreme 
heat this summer hastened its 
demise.

The announcement Monday 
by the Bavarian Academy of Sci-
ences means Germany now has 
only four glaciers left.

The Southern Schneeferner 
is an ice sheet that lies on a high 
plateau south of the country’s 
highest peak, the Zugspitze. 
Researchers said that measure-
ments in mid-September showed 
it has shrunk by half in the last 
four years.

It is now little more than 2 me-
ters (6 feet) thick in most areas, 
meaning it won’t glide downhill 
anymore and therefore can’t be 
considered a glacier, they said.

This in-home radar can 
track progression, severity 
of Parkinson's disease

Galaxy just 
bigger than 
Milky Way 
looks ghostly in 
Webb's latest 
pictures
New Delhi, Sep 27: The James Webb Space 
Telescope has beamed back extremely de-
tailed images of the galaxy, which is just big-
ger than our home galaxy, the Milky Way. 
The galaxy was previously seen by the Hub-
ble and appeared like a spiral feature with 
arms rotating outwards.

When the James Webb Telescope looked 
at IC 5332, it saw the spiral galaxy in unprec-
edented detail with its Mid-InfraRed Instru-
ment (MIRI). The galaxy lies over 29 million 
light-years from Earth, and has a diameter of 
roughly 66 000 light-years, making it a little 
larger than the Milky Way.

According to the European Space Agency, 
the galaxy is notable for being almost per-
fectly face-on with respect to Earth, allowing 
us to admire the symmetrical sweep of its 
spiral arms.

The world's most powerful observatory 
used the Mid-InfraRed Instrument which is 
sensitive to the mid-infrared region of the 
electromagnetic spectrum. The instrument 
operates 33 degrees Celcius below the rest of 
the observatory at the frosty temperature of 
266 degrees Celcius.

"MIRI is the first instrument that delivers 
mid-infrared images that are sharp enough 
to be easily matched to Hubble’s view at 
shorter wavelengths," ESA, which has de-
veloped the instrument with Nasa said in a 
release with the comparative images of the 
galaxy.

The Webb team has said that MIRI re-
quires a frigid environment in order for its 
highly specialized detectors to function cor-
rectly, and it has a dedicated active cooling 
system to ensure that its detectors are kept 
at the correct temperature.

While the Hubble images showed dark 
regions that seemed to separate the spiral 
arms, Webb's image shows more of a con-
tinual tangle of structures that echo the spi-
ral arms’ shape. Astronomers said that this 
difference is due to the presence of dusty re-
gions in the galaxy.

Explained: How climate change is fueling hurricanes

New Delhi, Sep 27: President 
Droupadi Murmu on Tuesday inau-
gurated the Integrated Cryogenic 
Engine Manufacturing Facility in 
Bengaluru. The facility under the 
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited 
(HAL) will cater to the entire rock-
et engine manufacturing under one 
roof for the India Space Research 
Organisation (Isro).

The engine manufacturing unit 
is set to boost Isro's capabilities in 
developing and building cryogenic 
engines for its rockets as it pushes 
the envelope with several new mis-
sions beyond Earth's orbit.

"It is a historic moment not 
only for HAL and ISRO but also for 
the whole country to have a state-
of-the-art facility to manufacture 
cryogenic and semi-cryogenic en-
gines," President Murmu said, as 
she inaugurated the facility.

Built in an area of 4,500 square 
meters, the facility houses 70 hi-tech 

equipment and testing facilities for 
manufacturing cryogenic (CE20) and 
Semi-cryogenic (SE2000) Engines.

These engines will be used by 
Isro in its launch vehicles to propel 
satellites and humans into space 
in the near future. The facility has 
been developed under an MoU, 
which was signed between HAL 
and Isro in 2013 for establishing the 
manufacturing plant of cryogenic 
engine modules at HAL's Aero-
space Division.

"The commissioning of all the 
critical equipment for the manufac-
turing and assembly requirements 
is completed. The pre-production 
activities which involve the prepa-
ration of the process plans, draw-
ings, and quality plan have also 
commenced. HAL will start realis-
ing the modules by March 2023," 
HAL had said in a statement.

The aerospace division at HAL 
has been manufacturing liquid pro-
pellant tanks and launch vehicle 
structures for PSLV, GSLV MK-II, 
GSLV Mk-III, and also stage inte-
gration for GSLV Mk-II. The divi-
sion will now enter into cryogenic 
engine development, which it says 
"is a major step in technology up-
gradation cum modernization."

President Murmu inaugurates 
HAL's new facility to build cryogenic 

engines for Isro rockets

Nasa to move Artemis-1 moon rocket 
to safety, launch unlikely in Oct

For our dinosaurs: Earth strikes back as 
Dart bangs asteroid in epic mission

NASA rolling back Artemis 1 rocket, 
spacecraft back to assembly building
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PM Modi...
to participate in the state funeral being held at the Nippon 

Budokan arena in central Tokyo.
Abe, 67, was assassinated on July 8 while he was address-

ing an election campaign in the city of Nara.

Azad's exit...
gaps and vacancies across Jammu and Kashmir.”
Asked about the Congress’s stand on Article 370, she said 

that the issue is presently subjudice and the party has cleared 
its stand that it will make no statement in this regard.

“However, we are committed to fight for the restoration of 
Statehood and eradicate unemployment in Jammu and Kash-
mir,” she said—(KNO)

Cong...
Sayeed could have stopped BJP but after elections were 

held, you saw they had an internal alliance,” Vikar told report-
ers, as per news agency—Kashmir News Observer (KNO)

Vikar said Ghulam Nabi Azad is a shrewd politician and 
would not tell the public about his links with the BJP. “These 
people won’t tell you that they are affiliated with BJP because 
they know that they would then get a big zero in elections,” he 
said—(KNO)

Amit Shah's...
Parliament abrogated Article 370 and downgraded J&K to 

the status of a Union Territory, while hiving off Ladakh as a 
separate union Territory.

The Delimitation Commission was later constituted which 
reorganised the Assembly constituencies, thereby increasing 
their number from 87 to 90 with 47 seats in Kashmir and 43 seats 
in Jammu division.

Elections to the J&K Assembly cannot be held this year 
because of various reasons. The Election Commission has an-
nounced that the final voter list will be published on November 
24.

Given the required time period for filing of nomination pa-
pers, scrutiny of nomination papers, period for withdrawal of 
candidature, poll campaign period etc, it is highly unlikely that 
assembly elections can be held in J&K by the year end as harsh 
winter sets in by the middle of December.

It is believed that the earliest these elections can be held 
is April-May 2023 even if various party leaders start their poll 
campaigns during the remaining period of 2022.

CS takes...
critical stretches between Ramban and Banihal.
For seasonal migration, the Tribal Affairs Department and 

Deputy Commissioners were directed to ensure that no “Dera” 
is allowed to move on NH-44 especially between Qazigund and 
Ramban and they are provided with suitable conveyance to 
carry their cattle and family members. The concerned district 
administrations were asked to ensure that unattended cattle do 
not wander on the highway.

In order to ensure hassle-free movement, it was decided 
that the down convoy of HMVs may be permitted from 11 A.M 
in the morning from Qazigund up till 9.00 P.M on alternate 
days. It was said that the Drivers should appropriately be made 
aware for not leaving their place of unloading and parking  
their vehicles anywhere on the highway.

Moreover District Administration Ramban was instructed 
to ensure deployment of adequate manpower and traffic man-
agement team at Banihal market to ensure no roadside park-
ing of vehicles and occupation of carriageway by the ‘Rehadi-
wallas’. It was said that the public transporters should also 
be persuaded not to park their vehicles on the NH for getting 
boarding of passengers but to use earmarked places only for 
this purpose.

During the meeting the Divisional administration Kash-
mir was asked to encourage HMVs to use Mughal Road and 
ADG, Jammu was simultaneously asked to ensure better man-
agement of Poshana checkpoint to expedite checking of vehi-
cles at the spot.

Further the NHAI was directed to follow timelines given 
during the last meeting for clearance of muck from Cafteri-
aMorh and Mehar, blacktopping of potholed portion on NH 
between Banihal and Ramban, completion of T-5 Tunnel and 
widening of Ramsoo- Rampari-Sherbibi stretch of the road.

The meeting also decided that  suitable recommendations 
of joint study team of CBRI, Roorkee and IIT, Jammu be taken 
for measures to be undertaken for stabilizing Cafteria-Mehar 
section of NH-44. It was said that the same be implemented by 
NHAI in speedy manner so that the travel time on the highway 
gets reduced considerably—(KNO)

President Murmu...
facility was subsequently amended in 2016 with an invest-

ment of Rs 208 crore towards setting up of Integrated Cryogenic 
Engine Manufacturing Facility (ICMF).

S. Somanath, Secretary, Department of Space, said India 
can emerge as a superpower in rocket technology only with the 
help of HAL, which has shown ability to absorb complicated 
space technology with perfection.

Cryogenic engines are the most widely used engines world 
over in space launch vehicles. Due to the complex nature of the 
cryogenic engine, till date only few countries -- the US, France, 
Japan, China and Russia -- have mastered the cryogenic tech-
nology.

On January 5, 2014 India successfully flew GSLV-D5 with 
a cryogenic engine (made by ISRO through private industries) 
and became the sixth country in developing cryogenic engines. 
Space exploration in the future is mostly dependent upon cryo-
genic technology.

Pak-China...
China-Pakistan cooperation," Wang Wenbin said in a state-

ment, Geo News reported.
Blinken promised strong US support for Pakistan as it 

dries out from the floods, which have submerged one-third of 
the country, an area the size of the UK.

"We send a simple message. We are here for Pakistan, just 
as we were during past natural disasters, looking ahead to re-
build," Blinken said after talks in Washington with Foreign 
Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari.

"I also urged our colleagues to engage China on some of the 
important issues of debt relief and restructuring so that Paki-

stan can more quickly recover from the floods," he said, Geo 
News reported.

China is a key economic and political partner of Pakistan, 
pushing ahead with a $54 billion "economic corridor" that will 
build infrastructure and give Beijing an outlet to the Indian 
Ocean, although Chinese interests have also faced attacks from 
separatists.

Washington, whose Cold War alliance with Islamabad has 
frayed, has repeatedly charged that China will reap the benefits 
while Pakistan will face unsustainable debt.

SC issues...
counsel contended that his client moved the Bombay High 

Court and he fulfils all the criteria the court had laid down and 
added that his client is 70-year-old and not in a good medical 
condition, and he had been under house arrest before.

The top court was informed that there are allegations about 
commission of offences covered under the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Act against Navlakha, but none of those are made 
out against him.

The counsel urged that Navlakha can be put under house 
arrest either in Mumbai or in Delhi.

On August 29, Supreme Court judge justice S Ravindra 
Bhat had recused from hearing Navlakha's plea.

Navlakha moved the apex court challenging Bombay High 
Court judgment passed in April, dismissing his plea to be 
transferred from Taloja Prison and placed under house arrest 
instead. In August 2018, he was arrested and initially placed un-
der house arrest. In April 2020, after an apex court order he was 
moved to Taloja Central Prison in Maharashtra.

In the high court, Navlakha had contended that he was be-
ing denied basic medical aid and other necessities in Taloja and 
also cited his advanced age.

Earlier, the apex court had granted bail to 82-year-old activ-
ist P Varavara Rao in the case.

Waqf  board...
"Shab-Khawani" being restored at all shrines of Jammu and 

Kashmir Waqf Board, and shall be preferably observed on the 
intervening night of Thursday and Friday. However, it can also 
be observed on any other night of the week depending upon the 
local custom and past practice. Executive Officers/ Adminis-
trators and the staff posted at shrines are hereby directed to put 
in place all necessary arrangements to ensure "Shab-Khawani" 
is observed in peaceful and serene environment. They shall 
give wide publicity through public notices and announcements 
to generate awareness among the devotees in this regard,” the 
order reads—(KNO)

Weather...
Drass in the Ladakh region had 3.3, Kargil 6.6 and Leh 3.5 as 

the minimum temperature.
Jammu had 22, Katra 19.3, Batote 12.6, Banihal 10 and Bhad-

erwah 11.4 as the minimum temperature.

Two local...
Notably, this was the second such encounter in the last 24 

hours in Kulgam district.

On Monday evening, a Pakistani militant identified as 
Hurairah, was killed in an encounter at Batpora area of Kul-
gam district. A soldier and two civilians were also injured in 
the encounter.

Official figures available with the KNO suggest that seven 
militants were killed in the ensuing month so far in Southern 
districts of Kashmir in five encounters.

Data suggests that this year 142 militants have been killed 
so far of which 34 were foreigners—(KNO)

Kashmir's...
 to stand on her feet again. During this time, she also suf-

fered from mental stress, but courage and independence gave 
her such an opportunity that today she is one in the list of suc-
cessful people.

Akhtar says that one day she went to the indoor stadium in 
Srinagar, where the Wheelchair Basketball Federation of India 
camp was being held, and was selected for the national level.

Akhtar says that she never thought that she could become 
a wheelchair basketball player and represent her country. She 
had to go to different states to participate in the championships. 
She said that for training she had to travel from Baramulla to 
Srinagar every day because there were many problems due to 
lack of infrastructure in Baramulla. This was a difficult period 
for her, but was overcome only when she got the full support 
from her parents. Her parents always encouraged her and nev-
er let her loose heart.

Akhtar said that no work in the world was difficult and if 
one had the dedication in the heart, a person can achieve any-
thing in the world. She says that she wants to participate in 
more wheelchair basketball championships in the future and 
make not just Jammu and Kashmir but the entire India proud.

Sikh...
Pahja Sahib October 30, 1922, when Sikh masses wanted to 

provide Langar (community meals) to Sikh prisoners.
But, they were arrested for peaceful protests in Amritsar 

and were being sent by special trains to distant jails. Around 
200 Sikhs stopped a train forcefully carrying Sikh prisoners to 
offer them food as authorities refused to halt the train at the 
station.

Some of them attained martyrdom in the incident as they 
lay on the track to stop the train. They were hailed as martyrs 
and, until the partition of 1947, a three-day religious fair used 
to be held in their memory at Pahja Sahib from October 30 to 
November 1 every year.

Kalka said that all pilgrims should be vaccinated with two 
doses against Covid-19 and must undergo a test 72 hours before 
leaving for Pakistan.

A negative RTPCR report is mandatory and a further RAT 
test will be conducted on arrival at the joint checkpost in Attari-
Wagah border. 

Accommodation for the visiting devotees will be arranged 
by the Pakistan government and staff of the Evacuee Trust 
Properties Board (ETPB) will issue room numbers in all gurd-
waras.

The DSGMC will hold a special Covid-19 testing camp 
for the pilgrims at its office in Rakab Ganj Sahib, the dates of 
which will be disclosed shortly, Kalka added.

From the Front Page...

DC reviews performance 
of banks, line deptts at 

DLRC meeting
POONCH, SEPTEMBER 27: To 
review the performance of Banks 
under Annual credit plan (ACP) 
FY-2022-23 & Govt. Sponsored 
Cases for the April –June Quarter, 
District Development Commis-
sioner (DDC) Poonch,  Inder Jeet 
chaired a meeting at Dak Bunglow 
Poonch, today.

The meeting was attended by 
DDM NABARD, Adarsh Gupta; 
General Manager DIC, Dr. Zakir 
Hussain; Cluster Head JK Bank, 
A.K.S Bagee besides district coor-
dinators of all Banks & District Of-
ficers of  Govt. Departments.

Lead District Manager Poonch, 
Sukhbir Singh informed the house 
that Banks operating in the District 
have made total credit disburse-
ment of Rs. 167.12 Cr. against an 
annual target of Rs. 710.46 Cr reg-
istering an achievement of 24%. 
Out of these Rs. 71.15 Cr have been 
disbursed in the Priority Sector 
against an annual target of Rs. 
560.64 achieving 13% of target be-
sides Rs 95.97 Cr Non-priority sec-
tor against annual target of Rs. 
149.81 Cr thereby achieving64% of 
the target.

It was also informed to the 
house that the total deposits & 
advances in the District were at 

Rs. 3288.43 Cr & 1677.82 Cr as on 
30.06.2022 against Rs. 3256.69 Cr & 
Rs. 1385.36 Cr against the corre-
sponding period of last year thus 
showing a growth of 0.97% & 21.11% 
YOY in both segments (Rs 31.74 Cr 
& Rs 292.46 Cr.)

The CD Ratio of the District as 
on 30.06.2022 stood at 51.02% which 
was at 42.54% on 30.06.2021 showing 
a growth of 19.93 % YOY.

In addition to this an amount of 
Rs. 4.89 Cr was disbursed amongst 
157 beneficiaries under various Self 
Employment Schemes thus provid-
ing employment to 575 unemployed 
youths during April-June Quarter 
of  FY (2022-23).

Deputy Commissioner, (Chair-
man DLRC) also emphasized upon 
speedy disposal of all Govt. Spon-
sored cases. Chairman also in-
structed the Sponsoring Agencies to 
identify minimum 15 unemployed 
youths per Panchayat for self em-
ployment schemes under District 
Employment Plan. 

Chairman directed the sponsor-
ing agencies to co-operate with the 
banks for affecting the necessary re-
covery of the bad loans. Regarding  
social security schemes Chairman 
instructed the banks to devise the 
strategy for 100% coverage.

Div Com Jmu inaugurates one month festival 
Special Exhibition-cum-Sale at Jammu Haat

JAMMU, SEPTEMBER 27: A one month 
Festival Special Exhibition-cum-Sale 
was inaugurated by Divisional Com-
missioner, Ramesh Kumar,   here at 
Jammu Haat, Exhibition Ground in the 
presence of Director, Industries & Com-
merce, Vikas Gupta and General Manag-
er, District Industries Centre, Virender 
Kumar Manyal.

In his welcome address,  the Director 
Industries & Commerce said that the main 
aim of such exhibitions was to provide  a 
platform to the local manufacturers, ar-
tisans, craftsmen and service providers 
to  promote and sell their products. He 
further elaborated that such exhibitions 
are being conducted by the department on 
regular intervals.

The main attractions of the exhibition 
were the showcasing of different products 
manufactured by PMEGP units, Entrepre-
neurs, weavers, artisans associated with 
Handlooms, Handicrafts and Industries 
and Commerce Department, stalls by Hor-
ticulture  and Department of Archives, 
besides a scintillating cultural and folk 
music presentation by the artists of Infor-
mation Department.

The stalls displayed were mainly of 
White House Enterprises, Kashmir Silk, 
Sarveshwar Foods, Mahajan Rice Mills, 
Sifti, AVD Motion Pictures, DSD Knit-
wear, A One Dance and Aerobatics, Natu-
ris Cosmetics, Kanwal Food & Spices, JK 
Industries, Shapes Furniture and many 
more.

While taking the round of the stalls, 
the Director apprised the success stories 
of the entrepreneurs who availed the ben-
efits of the Prime Minister Employment 
Generation Programme [PMEGP] and 
Women Entrepreneurs financed through 

the Industries & Commerce Department.
Such entrepreneurs are inspiring 

other youth to become entrepreneurs and 

concentrate on becoming ‘Job Provider’ 
instead of ‘Job Seeker’ for which the inter-
ested candidates shall also be extended fi-

nancial assistance under the Prime Minis-
ter Employment Generation Programme 
[PMEGP].

SAD DEMISE
With profound grief and sorrow We inform  
The sad demise of wife of  Mohammad Aslam 
Sofi R/O  Kani kadal Srinagar. the deceased 
passed away on 27 September  2022 (Tuesday) 
The mourn shall be observed  for three  days 
only  congregational fatheha khawani will 
be observed on 29-9-22 at their ancesterial  
graveyard wantapora near gani memorial 
stadium at 10:30am Sharp .

Bereaved Family
Mohd Aslam Sofi

Contact : 7006298560, 9797151992

Ramban: Agriculture 
department distributes Solar 

Dryers among 26 farmers
RAMBAN, SEPTEMBER 27: The 
Agriculture Department today 
introduced portable solar dryers 
for farmers of Ramban district for 
drying various farm products.

Chief Agriculture Officer, Dr. 
Ashvani Kumar Sharma distributed 
the  Solar Driers among  26  farmers 
on a ninety percent subsidy provid-
ed under the Capex budget.

  District Agriculture Of-
ficer, Dr.Ramesh Pandoh, Sub-
Divisional Agriculture Officer, 
Sudhir Manhas and Agriculture 
Extension Officer, Ramban, Jag-
dish Bali were also present on the 
occasion.

The CAO informed that 
these Solar Dryers actually cost-
ing Rs.14000 in the market, were 
given to the farmer for only Rs 
14,00/- on 90% subsidy and each 
of this Solar Drier can dry any 

vegetable, fruit or spices under 
sunlight unaffected by the rain 
and dust without decolourising 
the dried product. 

The products dried in this 
way will enhance the market val-
ue of the farm products thereby 
multiplying the income of farm-
ers.

“In Ramban district, these 
Driers will be mainly used for 
drying Anardana and Quince 
(Beyi) by the farmers on a com-
mercial scale," said Dr Ashvani. It 
is pertinent to mention here that 
Ramban district is the largest pro-
ducer of Anardana in J&K.

To begin with, small portable 
Driers of only 3 to 5Kg capacity 
were distributed and if success-
ful bigger Driers will also be pro-
vided to farmers on a large scale, 
he added.

DC Shopian visits Keller; inspects 
SDH, Block Office Keller

Reviews development works, healthcare 
facilities; listens to grievances

SHOPIAN, SEPTEMBER 27: The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Shopian, Sachin Kumar 
Vaishya today visited Keller to review func-
tioning of offices and to take stock of health-
care facilities besides to review developmental 
works.

On the occasion, the DC visited BDO office 
Keller and met public delegations, contractors, 
PRIs and listened to their grievances.

During interaction with Contractors, they 
apprised the DC of their problems. He heard 
their issues patiently and onspot resolved their 
grievances.

The DC on the occasion, asked for better 

cooperation from them in timely execution of 
developmental works being executed by the 
RDD department.

Vaishya assured them that the District Ad-
ministration is always at forefront to expedite 
resolution of any problem faced by them.

The DC also made surprise inspection of 
Sub District Hospital, Keller and took stock 
of functioning of hospital, provision of health 
care facilities there besides inspecting Pharma 
stores.

He interacted with staff and instructed 
upon healthcare functionaries to provide bet-
ter healthcare facilities to the patients. 
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New Deli, Sep 27: Billionaire Gautam 
Adani on Tuesday said China will feel in-
creasingly isolated as rising nationalism, 
shift in supply chains and technology 
restrictions threaten the world's second-
biggest economy.

This is because globalization, of which 
China was seen as the foremost champion, 
is at an inflection point. "It will look very 
different from what we had come to accept 
in a largely unipolar world," he said.

China's Belt and Road initiative has 
run into resistance in many countries, 
the founder and chairman of Adani Group 
said at a conference in Singapore.

"I anticipate that China - that was seen 
as the foremost champion of globalization 
- will feel increasingly isolated. Increas-
ing nationalism, supply chain risk miti-
gation, and technology restrictions will 
have an impact," he said.

China's Belt and Road initiative was 
expected to be a demonstration of its 
global ambitions, but the resistance now 
makes it challenging, he said adding the 
property market meltdown has drawn 
comparisons with what happened to the 
Japanese economy during the 'lost decade' 
of the 1990s.

"While I expect all these economies 
will readjust over time - and bounce back 
- the friction to the bounce-back looks far 
harder this time," he said.

Adani made comments at a time when 
his ports-to-energy conglomerate is mar-
shalling resources into renewables and 
digital space.

Elaborating on his view that globaliza-
tion is at an inflection point, he said, "We 
had started believing that the digital rev-
olution marked the 'end of borders'. We 
accepted that market deregulation and 
economic integration had set in motion a 
gravity-defying era of economic progress. 
This seemed to be a logical summary of 
borderless and limitless growth."

He saw global engagements being 
drawn on new principles of greater self-

reliance, lowered supply chain risks, and 
stronger nationalism. "Some have called 
this 'the rising tide of deglobalization'."

"Who would have imagined that our 
world would change in just 36 months? 
The unprecedented complexity created by 
a parallel surge in demand - and - contrac-
tion in supply is leading to inflation levels 
unseen over the past 40 years. Many feder-
al banks are doing the unthinkable - rais-
ing interest rates so much that they can 
crash an economy into recession. This is 
the reality of today.

"On top of all of this, a war that has 

implications well beyond its borders, ac-
celerating climate change challenges, 
and uncertainty about future pandemics 
- together - means we are in unchartered 
waters," he said.

On India, Adani said the global turbu-
lence has accelerated opportunities for 
India. "It has made India one of the few 
relatively bright spots from a political, 
geostrategic, and market perspective."

India, he said, is on the path to be the 
world's third largest economy by 2030. It 
recently became the fifth largest econo-
my.

Over next 25 years, India will achieve 
100 per cent literacy levels, eradicate pov-
erty, have a population with a median age 
of just 38 years and become a nation that 
attracts the highest foreign investment as 
it goes from a USD 3 trillion economy to 
USD 30 trillion economy, Adani said.

He also hit back at criticism over In-
dia's plans to increase the amount of pow-
er it generates from fossil fuels.

"Critics would have us instantly get rid 
of all fossil fuel sources that India needs 
to serve a large population," he said. "This 
would not work for India."

Wall Street's main indexes 
rose for the first time in six 
sessions on Tuesday, with 
megacap growth stocks doing 
most of the heavy lifting fol-
lowing a bruising selloff on 
worries of a rate-hike induced 
economic slowdown.

Rate-sensitive shares in-
cluding Amazon.com Inc, Ap-
ple Inc, Microsoft Corp, Meta 
Platforms Inc and Tesla Inc, 
rose between 0.4% and 3.2%.

Technology, communica-
tion services and consumer 
discretionary sectors led the 
rise with gains of about 1% 
each.

"We could see a near-term 
bottom," said Jason Pride, 
chief investment officer for 
private wealth at Glenmede, 
adding that certain techni-
cal indicators still showed a 
strong negative sentiment, 
suggesting that the market is 
a bit oversold.

"But that bottom may be 
more of a bear market rally 
similar to the one experienced 
earlier this summer." At 10:10 
a.m. ET, the Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average was up 114.32 
points, or 0.39%, at 29,375.13, 
the S&P 500 was up 21.07 
points, or 0.58%, at 3,676.11, 
and the Nasdaq Composite 
was up 103.40 points, or 0.96%, 
at 10,906.32.

However, the early gains 
showed some signs of losing 
steam after U.S. Federal Re-
serve officials reminded in-
vestors that the central bank's 
priority was to control domes-
tic inflation, with St. Louis 
Fed President James Bullard 
making the case for more rate 
hikes to come in future meet-
ings.

Chicago Fed President 
Charles Evans earlier in the 
day said the central bank will 
need to raise interest rates by 
at least another percentage 
point this year.

U.S. stocks started the 
week on a weak footing after 
the Dow Jones Industrial Av-
erage, in the previous session, 
confirmed it has been in a 
bear market since early Janu-
ary, while the benchmark 
S&P 500 index relinquished 
the last of its gains made in a 
summer rally.

Concerns about corporate 
profits coming under pres-
sure from soaring prices, 
an economic downturn and 
higher interest rates have 
roiled Wall Street in the past 
two weeks.

Analysts have cut their 
S&P 500 earnings estimates 
for the third and fourth quar-
ters, and for all of 2022. For the 
third quarter, S&P 500 earn-
ings are seen rising just 4.6% 
year-over-year, compared 
with the 11.1% growth expect-
ed at the start of July.

Analysts at Wells Fargo 
now see the U.S. central bank 
taking its target range for the 
Fed funds rate to 4.75%-5.00% 
by the first quarter of 2023.

Oil stocks got a shot in 
the arm following a sharp re-
covery in crude prices, with 
the S&P 500 energy sector up 
1.42%.

Moderna Inc gained 2% 
after the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration on Monday 
authorized an additional five 
batches of the vaccine maker's 
updated COVID-19 booster 
shots made at Catalent facil-
ity in Indiana.

Indices fall for 5th 
day; Sensex dips 
38pts, Nifty at 17K 
after choppy day
New Delhi, Sep 27: Stock market high-
lights: Equity markets closed lower for 
a 4-straight day on Tuesday as global 
growth concerns remained on investors' 
minds. The S&P BSE Sensex swung be-
tween gains and losses during the day, 
traversing 754 points intra-day. At close, 
the index stood at 57,107.5, down 38 points 
or 0.07 per cent.

The Nifty50, meanwhile, hit a high of 
17,176, and a low of 16,942 during the day. 
It, eventually, settled at 17,007, down 9 
points or 0.05 per cent. The broader mar-
kets, on the other hand, outperformed as 
the Nifty MidCap, and SmallCap indices 
gained up to 0.2 per cent.

Among sectors, defensives rose in 
trades today with the Nifty IT, FMCG, and 
Pharma indices advancing between 0.6 
per cent and 0.9 per cent. On the downside, 
the Nifty Metal, and Financial Services in-
dices fell 0.89 per cent each.

London, Sep 27: Oil rose more than 1% 
on Tuesday from a nine-month low a day 
earlier, supported by supply curbs in the 
U.S. Gulf of Mexico ahead of Hurricane 
Ian and a slight softening in the U.S. dol-
lar.

Analyst expectations that the Organi-
zation of the Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries and allies, known as OPEC+, may 
take action to stem the drop in prices by 
cutting supply also lent support. OPEC+ 
meets to set policy on Oct. 5.

Brent crude rose $1.11, or 1.3%, to 
$85.17 a barrel by 0810 GMT. On Monday it 

fell as low as $83.65, the lowest since Janu-
ary. U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) 
crude was up $1.08, or 1.4%, at $77.79.

Crude soared in early 2022, with Brent 
coming close to its all-time high of $147 
in March after Russia invaded Ukraine, 
adding to supply concerns. Worries about 
recession, high interest rates and dollar 
strength have since weighed.

"Oil is currently under the influence of 
financial forces," said Tamas Varga of oil 
broker PVM. "In the meantime, relief ral-
lies, like the one this morning caused by 
Hurricane Ian in the U.S. Gulf, are viewed 
as temporary phenomena."

A lull in the strength of the U.S. dollar, 
which earlier hit a 20-year high, provided 
some support. A strong dollar makes 
crude more expensive for buyer using 
other currencies and tends to weigh on 
risk assets. [USD/]

Supply cuts were back in focus on 
Tuesday lending some support. BP and 
Chevron said on Monday they shut pro-
duction at offshore platforms in the Gulf 
of Mexico as Hurricane Ian approached 
the region.

Mumbai, Sep 27: The Indian 
rupee snapped a four-day losing 
streak on Tuesday as the dollar 
eased and oil prices tumbled, 
but a report stating local bonds 
may not be considered for list-
ing on a major global index this 
year capped gains.

The partially convertible 
rupee ended up just 0.05 per 
cent at 81.58 per dollar, having 
touched a session high of 81.31. 
The currency had hit a record 
low of 81.6525 on Monday after 
declining for four straight days.

The rupee eased to a near 
record low and Indian bond 
yields rose after Reuters ex-
clusively reported local gov-
ernment bonds will likely only 
be included in the JPMorgan 
emerging market global index 
early next year as New Delhi 
still needs to address various 
operational issues.

There had been a lot of op-

timism around India's likely 
inclusion as it would have 
brought inflows of around $30 
billion and a decision was ex-
pected as early as this month.

"I think there's some hesi-
tancy on India's side about 
bond index inclusion because 
it could bring in volatile flows," 
said Anitha Rangan, an econo-
mist with Equirus Group.

The rupee's sudden decline 
was worsened by the Indian cen-
tral bank probably not support-
ing the currency as much as in 
the past few weeks, she added.

Broadly, risk sentiment 

seemed to be improving as 
Asian currencies made small 
gains, but worries about the 
dollar resuming its upsurge 
due to tighter monetary policy 
conditions lingered.

The dollar index eased 0.3 
per cent to 113.76 by 0956 GMT, 
backing off from two-decade 
highs. It had gained almost 4 
per cent starting last week on 
the back of hawkish Federal 
Reserve comments.

Meanwhile, crude prices hit 
a 9-month low overnight, hav-
ing shed 12 per cent this month 
alone, which bodes well for the 
rupee as India is a major oil im-
porter.

Local bond settlement rules, 
tax complexities and the way in 
which investors will repatriate 
dollars are among the opera-
tional issues that still need to 
be resolved, said a fund man-
ager at a large global fund. 

Adani Group to 
invest $100 bn in 
a decade, focus on 
energy transition
Mumbai, Sep 27: The Adani Group will invest $100 bil-
lion (Rs 8.1 trillion) in the next decade with a substantial 
amount going for energy transition, said group chairman 
Gautam Adani on Tuesday, announcing "game-changing" 
plans that the billionaire claimed could make India a net-
energy exporter.

The group has earmarked 70 per cent of its new invest-
ments for energy transition space and infrastructure. "We 
are already the world’s largest solar player, and we intend 
to do far more. In this context, Adani New Industries is the 
manifestation of the bet we are making in the energy tran-
sition space. It is our commitment to invest $70 billion in 
an integrated Hydrogen-based value chain," Adani said at 
the Forbes Global CEO conference in Singapore.

"In addition to our existing 20 Gw renewables portfolio, 
the new business will be augmented by another 45 Gw of 
hybrid renewable power generation spread over 100,000 
hectares — an area 1.4 times that of Singapore.

This will lead to commercialization of three million metric 
tons of green hydrogen." This business will see Adani group 
building three giga factories for manufacturing solar mod-
ules, wind turbines, and hydrogen electrolysers in India.

“We are in the process of building a 10 Gw silicon-based 
photo-voltaic value-chain that will be backward-integrated 
from raw silicon to solar panels, a 10 Gw integrated wind-
turbine manufacturing facility, and a 5 Gw Hydrogen elec-
trolyser factory,” he said.

“Today, we can confidently state that we have a line of 
sight to first become one of the least expensive producers 
of the green electron and thereafter the least expensive pro-
ducer of green hydrogen. It is an absolute game changer 
for India and opens up the unprecedented possibility that 
India could one day become a net energy exporter,” he said.

Adani said while it undertakes this energy transition, 
it is also making sure that the group's goals stay match na-
tional needs.

Adani said China will feel increasingly isolated as ris-
ing nationalism, shift in supply chains and technology re-
strictions threaten the world's second-biggest economy.

New Delhi, Sep 27: The government-ap-
pointed panel for reviewing the pricing of 
natural gas has sought more time to sub-
mit its report as it does a tightrope walk 
of striking a balance between the expecta-
tions of producers and consumers, sources 
said.

The panel headed by former planning 
commission member Kirit S Parikh was 
tasked to suggest a "fair price to the end-
consumer" by the end of September.

Given the enormity of the task, the com-
mittee wanted 30 more days to finish the 
report but the government wants it to wrap 
up the work by mid-October, two sources 
with knowledge of the matter said.

A decision on the exact duration of the 
extension will be taken next week after oil 
secretary Pankaj Jain returns from his 
overseas trip, they said.

Natural gas is a fossil energy source 
that formed deep beneath the earth's sur-
face. It is used to generate electricity, pro-
duce fertiliser, convert into CNG to run au-
tomobiles and piped to household kitchens 
for cooking and heating. It is also used in 
making glass, steel, cement, bricks, ceram-
ics, tile, paper, food products, and many 
other commodities as heat sources.

Its prices remained docile till last year 
but have shot up in recent months, raising 
the cost of production of user industries 
in general and city gas operators that sell 
CNG to automobiles and piped cooking gas 
to households, in particular.

To keep rates under check so that they 
do not add fire to already high inflation, 
the government formed the committee to 
review the way prices of gas produced in 
India are fixed.

The panel includes representatives of 
the gas producers association as also state-

owned producers ONGC and OIL, a mem-
ber from private city gas operators, state 
gas utility GAIL, a representative of Indian 
Oil Corporation (IOC) and a member from 
the fertiliser ministry.

Sources said the committee has so far 
held two meetings but is no way near for-
malising its recommendation.

The fault lines were clearly visible in 
the very first meeting. While the producers 
insisted on complete market freedom as 
had been guaranteed in the contracts they 
signed for finding and producing the fuel, 
consumers wanted a "fair price", sources 
said.

Producers argue that artificially con-
trolling prices would dry up investments 
in exploration, consumers particularly the 
city gas sector felt that the environment-
friendly fuel would lose out to other hydro-
carbon fuels if the prices were not reason-
able, they said.

At the second meeting, there was an 
agreement that an attempt has to be made 
to see that investments in exploration are 
not dissuaded. At the same time, the mo-
mentum that the city gas sector has got 
should not be disturbed.

The panel is now collecting data points 
from both sides to arrive at an informed 
decision, they said, adding that the com-
mittee will have to meet more often if only 
a 15-day extension is given.

The Modi government had in 2014 
used prices in gas surplus countries to 
arrive at a formula for locally produced 
gas. Rates, according to this, are set ev-
ery six months -- on April 1 and October 
1 -- each year based on rates prevalent in 
gas surplus nations such as the US, Can-
ada and Russia in one year with a lag of 
one quarter.

Jet Airways' return to 
skies delayed with plane talks 

in limbo: Report
Jet Airways India Ltd., the car-
rier undergoing a court-monitored 
process to emerge from bankrupt-
cy, won’t return to the skies this 
month as previously planned, ac-
cording to people familiar with the 
matter.

The airline, once India’s top 
private carrier, can’t sell tickets 
in September because lenders are 
reluctant to allow it to take on any 
fresh liabilities such as an aircraft 
order, said the people, asking not 
to be identified discussing private 
negotiations. Jet is also still in 
talks with plane manufacturers 
and lessors to obtain contracts, one 
of the people said.

The airline is “very close” to 
finalizing its initial fleet plan and 
preparing to start sales and resume 
operations “in the coming weeks,” 
a representative for Jet’s new own-
ers said in a statement. “There is 
no deadline; target dates are set 
by us alone, and we have always 
maintained that this is a mara-
thon, not a sprint.”

There are no restrictions on Jet 
placing an aircraft order and it’s 
free to add new assets, according to 
the statement.

Bloomberg News reported in 
late August that Jet is in advanced 
talks to order about 50 Airbus SE 
A220 aircraft. The carrier is also 
in discussions with Boeing Co. 
and Airbus to potentially place a 
“sizable” order for the 737 Max or 
A320neo families of jets.

After collapsing in debt in 2019, 
Jet is being taken over by Dubai 

businessman Murari Lal Jalan 
and Florian Fritsch, chairman of 
London-based financial services 
firm Kalrock Capital Management 
Ltd. They vowed to get the carrier 
back in the air by March this year, 
but Jet hasn’t placed an order for 
any new aircraft after the majority 
of its old fleet was leased to other 
airlines. It has, however, started 
hiring staff and begun a social me-
dia campaign.

India’s bankruptcy court will 
hear on the progress of the new 
owners’ rescue plan for Jet on Oct. 
11. The regulator will be informed 
as soon as Jet finalizes aircraft and 
engine deals, a representative for 
the Jalan-Kalrock consortium said.

“Starting or restarting an air-
line is a complex business, and we 
want to be sure we take the time 
to get the best possible terms and 
contracts for both aircraft and en-
gines, including maintenance con-
tracts, as well as to receive aircraft 
configured the way we want,” the 
statement from the new owners 
said. “If that takes a little more 
time to get right, that’s fine.”

Some Boeing Max jets original-
ly earmarked for Chinese airlines 
are available amid uncertainty 
over the China’s Covid policies and 
travel curbs, while Airbus’s A320n-
eos can be leased. Planemakers 
will likely demand a sound busi-
ness plan and financial assurance 
from Jet before assigning it any 
aircraft.

Boeing didn’t immediately re-
spond to a request for comment. 

Oil rises from 9-month low on US Gulf 
supply cuts, softer dollar

Rupee inches up, likely delay in bond 
index inclusion caps gains

China will feel increasingly isolated as 
supply chains shift: Gautam Adani

Growth stocks lead bounce 

on Wall Street after brutal sell-

off; Nasdaq up 1%

Gas price review panel, 
led by Kirit Parikh, seeks more 

time: Report
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Tbilisi, Sep 27: Russian men are fleeing into 
neighbouring Georgia to avoid being called-up 
to fight in a war they do not agree with follow-
ing Russian President Vladimir Putin's order 
to mobilise hundreds of thousands of reservists 
for the conflict in Ukraine.

At one point on Sunday, the estimated wait 
to enter Georgia hit 48 hours, with more than 
3,000 vehicles queuing to cross the frontier, 
Russian state media reported, citing local of-
ficials.

The Georgian capital Tbilisi had already 
seen an influx of around 40,000 Russians since 

Moscow invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24, according 
to government statistics.

"When we found out about the mobilisation, 
we dropped everything at home and jumped in 
the car," Dmitry Kuriliyunok told Reuters in 
Tbilisi.

Dmitry, his wife Irina and young daughter 
first drove across southern Russia from Kras-
nodar to Mineralnye Vody in the North Cau-
casus, a staging post for many crossing into 
Georgia. There, they hired a local driver to take 
them through the border checkpoints and after 
24 hours they arrived in Tbilisi.

"We are completely against this war. For us, 
like for others, it's scary. To die and to kill oth-
ers, and for what? We don't understand. There-
fore, we decided to flee," he said.

The exact number of people who have left 
Russia since Putin announced what he called 
a "partial mobilisation" last Wednesday is un-
clear. But an early picture is emerging of a sub-
stantial exodus.

Scenes such as those at the Russia-Georgia 
border have also taken place at crossings with 
Kazakhstan, Finland and Mongolia, which 
have all reported heavy queues. Russia has 
not closed its borders, and guards generally ap-
peared to be letting people leave.

Flights departing Moscow for the few coun-
tries that maintain direct flights with Russia 
have either sold out or have only a handful of 
tickets available at astronomical prices.

Russians already in Tbilisi saw Putin's mo-

bilisation decree as further vindication of their 
decisions to flee.

"I came to Tbilisi about a month and a half 
ago because I didn't support the military inva-
sion of Ukraine," said Ivan Streltsov, a reserv-
ist in Russia's armed forces who could have 
been forcibly drafted had he been in Russia.

"I took part in protests when the military op-
eration started. For us as activists things have 
become very difficult at this moment. In our 
own motherland, we are all being watched," he 
said.

More than 200 men who were detained at 
anti-war protests in Moscow last week were is-
sued draft summons, state media reported.

But the wave of new arrivals to Tbilisi also 
threatens to reignite simmering anti-Russian 
sentiment within Georgia - both among local 
people and the Russian emigrees already in the 
capital.

Russians flee to Georgia after 
Putin's mobilisation order

Sheikh Hasina: The steady hands steering South Asia’s 
youngest nation amidst global turbulence

Dhaka, Sep 27: Uproar over media 
reports equating Bangladesh seek-
ing funds from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) — under the 
creditor’s Resilience and Sustain-
ability Trust (RST) — to a 'bailout 
package', promoted the multina-
tional lender to dispel such a bar-
rage of misconceived notions.

Putting to rest reports of a dent 
in forex reserves, a pointer of an 
“impending doom” for Bangladesh, 
a top IMF official explained, “Even 
though Bangladesh’s reserves have 
come down, the stocks are still high 
enough to cover four to five months 
of prospective imports.”

With global headwinds loom-
ing across the bigger economies, 
originating first from the Covid 
pandemic and then from the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war-induced economic 
fallout, the opposition of South 
Asia’s youngest nation is on an 
overdrive to draw perhaps an out-
wardly foolhardy comparison be-
tween Sri Lanka and Bangladesh.

Just like it did with the pan-
demic, this green delta can ride out 

the latest hurdles too, although the 
economy has endured some real 
troubles.

The key reason for this opti-
mism is Sheikh Hasina, who turns 
76 on Wednesday. Hasina is a per-
severing stateswoman determined 
to ensure that her country gets 
the 'developed' status. And surely, 
much to her unshakeable commit-
ment and relentless struggles, Ban-
gladesh is more poised to navigate 
a sea of hurdles ahead of the loom-
ing recession than many European 
nations.

The awkwardly off-the-hook 
comparison with Sri Lanka fur-
ther suffers a heavy blow as news 
outlets conveniently ignore the 
key factor about the country’s food 
production capability, given that 
Sheikh Hasina, from the outset 
of her term in power, introduced 
heavy subsidies for farmers. Her 
persistent stress on maximising 
cultivable land and modernisation 
of farming led the country to earn 
sufficiency in food production, in 
contrast to Sri Lanka’s misguided 

drive for organic agriculture that 
led to the sharp dip in food output.

Here's a look into the trials and 
tribulations of Sheikh Hasina on 
the eve of her 75th birthday.

RELENTLESS STRUGGLE
Six years of exiled life follow-

ing the assassination of her father 
'Bangabandhu' Sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman, mother, brother and al-
most all family members, and nine 
long years of arduous battle against 
military dictator General Ershad’s 
rule, known as the “fight for peo-
ple’s right to vote”, clearly put her 
above a lot of global leaders.

For a country that topped the 
global corruption index under 
BNP-Jamaat rule for almost five 
years, reducing poverty, achieving 
gender parity in school education, 
and bringing down maternal mor-
tality are some achievements that 
many other developing countries 
should take a cue from.

HASINA's STEELY RESOLVE
Arrested without warrant by 

the military-backed caretaker gov-
ernment in 2007, daunting times in 

prison, smear campaigns carried 
out against her during that regime 
as later admitted by Mahfuz Anam, 
editor of the country’s leading Eng-
lish daily, who confessed to produc-
ing unverified information fed by 
the country’s prime intelligence 
agency DGFI, are surely exemplary 
for future leaders.

Her indomitable courage: Keep-
ing up the fight against a rabidly 
radical political ecosystem that in-
cludes Jamaat-e-Islami, even after 
braving at least 19 assassination at-
tempts, Sheikh Hasina remains the 
best hope to rid Bangladesh of the 
menace of militancy. From initiat-
ing a war crimes trial to taking on 
radicals who staged 'Boycot French 
products' protests and calling for an 
end to girls’ education to putting an 
end to the notoriety of the country 
as a safe haven for transnational 
terrorists, Sheikh Hasina is surely 
the biggest bulwark against those 
militants. Achieving such a feat in 
a Muslim majority country, once 
ruled by such elements, needs to be 
emulated

Leaks on 
Russian gas 
pipelines raise 
concerns about 
sabotage
A series of unusual leaks on two natural 
gas pipelines running from Russia under 
the Baltic Sea to Germany triggered con-
cerns about possible sabotage Tuesday, 
overshadowing the inauguration of a 
long-awaited pipeline in Poland that will 
bring Norwegian gas to Europe in efforts 
to bolster energy independence from 
Moscow.

Danish Prime Minister Mette 
Frederiksen said she “cannot rule out” 
sabotage after three leaks were detected 
over the past day on Nord Stream 1 and 2. 
The pipelines are not bringing gas to Eu-
rope as an energy standoff over Russia’s 
war in Ukraine halted flows or never al-
lowed them to begin. However, gas still 
fills the lines.

Frederiksen joined Poland’s Presi-
dent Andrzej Duda and Prime Minister 
Mateusz Morawiecki in opening a valve 
of a yellow pipe belonging to the Baltic 
Pipe, a new system that will bring Nor-
way’s gas across Denmark and the Baltic 
Sea to Poland.

No official presented evidence of what 
caused the problems, but in central Eu-
rope where distrust of Russia runs high, 
there were fears Moscow sabotaged its 
own infrastructure in a gesture of spite 
or to signal that all pipelines are vulner-
able to attack. The leaks emerged off 
the coast of Denmark and Sweden, rais-
ing the stakes on whether energy infra-
structure in European waters was being 
targeted and leading to a small bump in 
natural gas prices.

A Polish government official said he 
would not rule out the possibility of Rus-
sian “provocations.”

“I cannot exclude any scenario. We 
are in a situation of high international 
tension,” said Marcin Przydacz, a deputy 
foreign minister. “Unfortunately, our 
eastern neighbor is pursuing an aggres-
sive policy all the time.”

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
called the leaks “very alarming.”

“This is an unprecedented situation 
that requires an urgent investigation. 
We are extremely worried by this news,” 
he said in a conference call with report-
ers.

Asked if the accident may have been 
caused by an act of sabotage, Peskov said 
that “no version could be excluded.”

Because the pipelines aren’t actively 
sending gas to Europe, the leaks did not 
pose any threat to energy supplies, and 
experts said the environmental impact 
would be limited. With the continent 
needing gas to heat homes, generate elec-
tricity and run factories, the energy cri-
sis provoked by Russia’s war in Ukraine 
threatens rationing, business shutdowns 
and possible recession this winter.

It was “highly unusual for gas leaks 
like this to happen,” said Kristian Rune 
Poulsen, energy analyst at Green Power 
Denmark, But “the market has long been 
set on us not receiving Russian gas. 
Therefore, the gas leaks do not funda-
mentally change the situation.”

Polish energy expert Andrzej Sikora 
said he has been warning of the “possi-
bility of attacks on the infrastructure” 
since the construction of Nord Stream 1 
in 2010. The significant drop in pressure 
caused by the leaks was clearly not the 
result of “a bad weld,” said Sikora, head 
of the Energy Studies Institute think 
tank.

Danish authorities said Monday that 
a leak was detected in the Nord Stream 
2 pipeline, which has never been used. 
They later announced a major pres-
sure drop on the parallel Nord Stream 
1, which until recently has been a key 
source of gas to Germany.

The Swedish Maritime Administration 
said Tuesday that two leaks were discov-
ered on Nord Stream 1, which partly runs 
in Swedish waters. Danish authorities 
also have confirmed the leaks.

The Danish Maritime Authority is-
sued a navigation warning and estab-
lished a prohibited area to ensure that 
ships do not go near the leaks. 

Death toll in Bangladesh boat 

tragedy rises to 61, several missing
Dhaka, Sep 27: The death toll from the 
sinking of an overcrowded ferry carrying 
Hindu devotees in northern Bangladesh 
climbed to 61 on Tuesday, with many pas-
sengers still missing two days after the 
disaster.

Onlookers and relatives of the missing 
gathered along the riverbank as rescuers 
searched for bodies, witnesses said.

"I just want to see the face of my moth-
er," Deepak Chandra Roy said, speaking 
through tears as he searched for his moth-
er. His son was rescued.

The dead recovered so far included 28 
women and 18 children, said Jahurul Is-
lam, chief administrator of the northern 
district of Panchagarh, where the acci-
dent occurred.

"Divers are searching for more bodies 
as some are still missing," he said, add-
ing that the ferry had been taking Hindu 
devotees to a temple on the occasion of 
Mahalaya, when Hindus make offerings 
to their ancestors.

The death toll was the worst for a mari-
time disaster in the country since 2015, 
when at least 78 people died after an over-
crowded ferry collided with a cargo vessel 
in a river west of the capital, Dhaka.

A five-member committee was inves-

tigating Sunday's sinking but initial re-
ports suggested the boat was carrying al-
most three times its capacity, Islam said.

Police said that, while some of the pas-
sengers managed to swim ashore or were 
rescued, about 10 were still missing. Pas-
sengers said more than 80 people had been 
on board.

Dozens of people die each year in fer-
ry accidents in Bangladesh, a low-lying 
country that has extensive inland water-
ways and lax safety standards.

London, Sep 27: The new monogram to be 
used by Charles as the UK's new monarch has 
been unveiled and used for the first time on 
Tuesday, as the royal family's mourning pe-
riod for Queen Elizabeth II comes to an end.

King Charles III's new cypher is designed 
by the College of Arms and shows his initial 
– C – intertwined with the letter R for Rex, 
which is Latin for King, and III is marked 
within the letter R with the imperial crown 
above the letters.

The all-in-gold royal monogram will be 
added to various public offices, papers, and 
street furniture across the UK over the com-
ing months and years, replacing the Queen's 
cypher E II R.

The Court Post Office at Buckingham 
Palace became the first to make a frank or 
stamp post using the new cypher.

“The post room at Buckingham Palace 
deals with around 200,000 items of mail each 
year, including invitations to events, respons-

es to letters and cards received from members 
of the public and state business,” the palace 
said. The UK's College of Arms, founded in 
1484, creates and maintains official regis-
ters of coats of arms and pedigrees.

The new cypher design would be one of 
several options prepared by the College of 
Arms and then chosen by the King.

A Scottish version features the Scottish 
Crown and was approved by Lord Lyon 
King of Arms.

The new monarch's monogram is in-
tended for government buildings, state 
documents and some post boxes, with the 
decision to change the use of cyphers from 
the Queen to the King up to the discretion of 
individual organisations.

The process is expected to be a gradual 
one and the cypher of a previous monarch 
can stay in use for many years, just as those 
of Queen Victoria, Edward VII, George V 
and VI are still to be found on some post 

boxes in the UK.
Where changes can be made easily, such 

as digital branding, they can be made imme-
diately and physical items such as signage 
or stationery will be replaced gradually 
over time as the need arises, the UK Cabinet 
Office has said.

Some of the other changes in store with 
the change of monarch include bank notes, 
which the Bank of England expects to be 
in circulation with the portrait of King 
Charles III by mid-2024.

That new portrait, replacing that of the 
late Queen, is expected to be revealed by the 
end of this year.

The UK's Royal Mint will also produce 
new coins “in line with demand from banks 
and post offices" and that image is also yet 
to be unveiled.

According to the Royal Mint Museum, 
the tradition is for the profile of a new mon-
arch on coins to face in the opposite direc-

tion to their predecessor.
Meanwhile, existing banknotes and 

coins will continue to be valid currency, 
with Charles and Elizabeth notes and coins 
being used alongside each other.

The Royal Mail says new stamps featuring 
King Charles III will enter circulation once 
the current stocks of stamps are exhausted.

At the conclusion of the royal mourn-
ing period, which was a week longer than 
the state mourning after the Queen passed 
away on September 8, the new Prince and 
Princess of Wales have embarked on their 
first visit to the devolved region since their 
new titles were conferred by the King.

William and Kate are set to journey the 
length of Wales on Tuesday, starting at 
Holyhead in Anglesey, North Wales, and 
then travel to Swansea in South West Wales. 
Queen Elizabeth II, the UK's longest-serving 
monarch, died on September 8 in Scotland 
after reigning for 70 years. She was 96.

King Charles' new monogram unveiled 
as royal mourning ends in UK
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I
n chronic heart failure, the heart is unable to 
pump blood around the body as efficiently as 
it should.

This allows waste products to accumulate, 
resulting in symptoms such as lung congestion, 
fluid buildup, edema, fluid retention, fatigue, diz-
ziness, and irregular or rapid heartbeats.

Medicines such as diuretics, also known as 
water pills, are prescribed to people with heart 
failure to increase their urine output to help re-
duce any breathlessness and swelling. These 
medications increase the amount of water and 
salt that is expelled from the body in urine.

During the summer of 2019, Europe expe-
rienced an extreme heatwave, particularly in 
France.

Researchers at the University of Montpellier 
hypothesized there would be changes in weight 
among individuals with heart conditions during 
a heatwave and that these changes could be as-
sessed using telemonitoring.

The findings, recently published in ESC 
Heart FailureTrusted Source, a journal of the Eu-
ropean Society of Cardiology (ESC), examines the 
relationship between body weight and air temper-
ature among people with heart disease.

Monitoring patients with heart failure using 
technology

Current ECS guidelines recommend that 
people with heart conditions should increase 
their diuretic dose or contact their doctor if they 
experience a change in symptoms or a sudden un-
expected weight gain, as this can indicate a wors-
ening of their condition.

Telemonitoring is an effective way of moni-
toring patients with heart failure, which uses 
technology to track a person’s weight in real time.

The telemonitoring protocol requires indi-
viduals to weigh themselves and input data into 
an electronic system, often using a smartphone. 
However, this method could impact both compli-
ance and data collection if people are not instruct-
ed on how to input data correctly or if they simply 
forget to do so.

A benefit of telemonitoring is that it quickly 
transfers data to the clinic, where doctors and 
healthcare professionals can be alerted to take 
relevant action if necessary.

Researching the impact of extreme heat on 
patients with heart failure

For the present study, researchers collected 
and analyzed data from people with heart disease 
using a system managed by CDM e-Health, an 
electronic chronic disease management system.

They looked at data from June 2019 to Septem-
ber 2019 to assess the effects of two heatwaves that 
occurred during this period.

Researchers studied the association between 
people’s weight, the ambient temperature on the 
same day, and the temperature two days prior to 
the weight measurement. They found a strong as-
sociation between temperature and weight, with 
weight dropping as the temperature rose.

The researchers noted that the strongest re-
lationship was found with temperatures two days 
prior to the weight measurement.

Dr. François Roubille, Ph.D., president-elect 
of the Heart Failure group from the French So-
ciety of Cardiology (FSC) and lead author of the 
study, told Medical News Today that “extreme 
temperature could have an effect on patients, es-
pecially those with heart failure.”

When healthy people drink more fluids during 
hot weather, the body regulates their urine output. 
This does not work in the same way for people with 
heart failure because they take diuretics.

Dr. Roubille explained that people with heart 
failure might find it difficult to adapt to heat-
waves.

“Above all, they receive drugs that could lead 
to side effects under extreme temperature, for in-
stance, diuretics,” he said.

Managing heart disease during extreme heat 
events

The researchers noted that weight change in 
people with heart failure happens due to the pres-
sure associated with a heatwave. The change in 
weight could ultimately be an indicator of a wors-
ening of their clinical condition.

Dr. Tharusha Gunawardena, a cardiologist at 
Ipswich Hospital in the U.K., not involved in the 
study, told MNT that “the study is asking an im-
portant question which I think is being considered 
more widely and so is nice to see some data. The im-
pact of climate change is complex, but it is clear that 
the impacts are multifarious and important.”

“Temperature change has the potential to 
impact the complex physiological homeostasis of 
patients who are otherwise negotiating a careful 
balance with heart failure. In certain [individu-
als], their condition can be quite friable; it would 
seem reasonable to expect an important effect 
that temperature might play perhaps due to a 
combination of effects on blood vessel size, com-
pliance, and electrolyte balances.”

Improved communication between people 
and their doctors is key

In clinical practice, physicians should con-
tinue to consider the impact of extreme heat on 
their patients while also considering how their 
treatments may be affected.

Monitoring systems may help in this endeav-
or, particularly among those with more severe 
cases of heart disease.

Dr. Roubille highlighted the importance of 

sharing better information about the impact of 
climate change on heart disease with the public. 
But it’s not just about sharing information; it’s 
important that individuals with heart disease 
also understand the information they’re given.

That’s why clear communication with their 
doctors is essential. Communicating the science 
effectively could help people with chronic heart 

failure become better equipped to adapt.
Developing telemonitoring systems
Dr. Roubille notes that additional parameters 

could also be integrated into telemonitoring sys-
tems to help people with heart disease recognize 
how to adapt their medications and habits in re-
sponse to situations such as heatwaves.

“Telemonitoring is an elegant tool for closely 

monitoring weight in patients with heart failure.”
Dr. Gunawardena agreed. “The study high-

lights the empowering movement to monitor 
patients comprehensively in their home setting, 
which can give patients more freedom with the 
reassurance of clinical oversight and may reflect 
a future change in the treatment paradigm for 
other chronic conditions,” he said.

In their paper, Dr. Roubille and colleagues 
note the “direct impact of global warming on 
human health, with acute episodes that are ex-
pected to occur more often threatening patients 
with chronic diseases, especially the more fragile 
populations.”

“Our duty is to prepare,” the researchers con-
cluded.

Scientists warn of worsening Scientists warn of worsening 
heart disease as global heart disease as global 
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India vs South 
Africa: India look 
to address death 
bowling concerns 
in final tune up 
ahead of T20 WC

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: India 
will be looking to round off their 
T20 World Cup preparation with a 
marked improvement in their death 
bowling besides providing crucial 
game time to its untested players in 
the three-match series against South 
Africa, beginning here on Wednes-
day.

India skipper Rohit Sharma, ex-
pectedly, singled out death bowling 
as an area that requires improve-
ment following the series win over 
Australia.

The hosts will be without two of 
their key bowlers, Hardik Pandya 
and Bhuvneshwar Kumar, who have 
been rested ahead of the ICC event 
next month.

Mohammed Shami, who is one 
of the World Cup reserves, is yet to 
recover from Covid-19 and will be 
missing the three games against the 
Proteas after being unavailable for 
the rubber against Australia.

Harshal Patel did not have the 
best of times in his comeback series 
against Australia but he will be ex-
pected to get back to his best in the 
final three games before the World 
Cup.

His career economy rate stands 
at 9.05 but he conceded more than 12 
runs per overs against the Aussies.

Deepak Chahar, who is also on 
standby for the Word Cup, did not get 
a game in the previous series and he 
could get a chance if the team decides 
to rotate its pacers over the three 
games.

Arshdeep Singh will return to 
bolster the team's resources in the 
slog overs, making an effective com-
bination alongside Jasprit Bumrah, 
who will be aiming to regain his full 
rhythm after coming back from in-
jury.

In the series decider against Aus-
tralia, Yuzvendra Chahal showed 
what he can do if the ball is gripping 
and turning after looking flat in the 
first two games. Keeping the Aus-
tralian conditions in mind, the wily 
leg-spinner will be looking to up his 
game on docile pitches.

As Rohit spoke about the impor-
tance of giving all the players game 
time ahead of the World Cup, R Ash-
win could get a look in.

In the batting department, KL 
Rahul would like to make the most of 
these three games after missing out 
in the last two games against Aus-
tralia.

With Virat Kohli and Rohit Shar-
ma looking in good touch, it is im-
portant that Rahul too is in full flow 
before the team travels to Australia.

Dinesh Karthik got to play all of 
eight balls against Australia and Ro-
hit has already said the designated 
finisher in the squad needs more 
time in the middle. World Cup bound 
Deepak Hooda will end up missing 
all the six games before the mega 
event as he has been ruled out of the 
South Africa T20s with a back injury. 
Shreyas Iyer is expected to take Hoo-
da's place in the squad.

Over the next week, India will 
be competing against a team they 
are yet to beat at home in a bilateral 
series. South Africa and India will 
face each other in a group game in 
Australia and though conditions are 
totally different here, both teams can 
pick out areas to target in the coming 
three games.

"The pitches in Australia will 
be different and ground size will be 
a lot bigger, but as a bowler there is 
always something you can work on. 
It is a great opportunity to be bowling 
at these Indian batters and pick up 
on a few things and use them against 
them in the World Cup," said Tabraiz 
Shamsi.

All eyes will also be on the young 
Tristian Stubbs who has made the 
World Cup squad on the back of his 
good show in franchise cricket.

Facing new ball quite a challenge in 
India: Temba Bavuma

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: South Af-
rica captain Temba Bavuma feels facing the 
swinging ball in the powerplay will be one of 
the main challenges for his team in the three-
match T20 series against India, beginning 
here on Wednesday.

India relied on their batting might to 
bounce back from being 0-1 down to post a 
2-1 win in the recently-concluded three-T20 
series against Australia.

The focus will now shift to an identical 
match-up against the Proteas, the final dress 
rehearsal for both the teams before the T20 
World Cup in Australia next month.

"Facing the new ball bowlers (in India) is 
quite challenging, they make the ball to swing 
and move in quite a bit, a bit more than what 
we are accustomed to in South Africa. That's 
obviously a challenge you have to manoeuvre 
around," the South African white-ball skipper 
said on the eve of the opening T20 here.

The chinks in India's pace bowling ar-
mour were badly exposed in the three-match 

T20s against Australia.
In the series decider in Hyderabad on 

Sunday, the two seasoned pace duo of Jasprit 
Bumrah and Bhuvneshwar Kumar together 
conceded 79 runs from seven overs, with the 
latter claiming one wicket.

Harshal Patel, who is considered a death 
over specialist, also was a big letdown and 
the South African skipper knows what it 
takes to succeed in India.

"The key is to limit the damage and not 
allow the wickets to fall and try and get the 
momentum going. But yeah, Bhuvi and Bum-
rah, they always challenge you with the new 
ball up front," he added.

Bhuvneshwar, by the way, is rested for 
the series ahead of the World Cup as the pace 
workload will be shared among Bumrah, 
Umesh Yadav, Patel and Arshdeep Singh.

India's batting looks in safe hands with 
Virat Kohli's return to form and Rohit Shar-
ma leading from the front.

"Obviously, those -- Rohit and Virat -- are 

big names with big pedigree behind them, 
and obviously as you saw in their last while 
their performances have boosted the confi-
dence of the team.

"We expect to come leading from the 
front, and good for us to come up against the 
best. You expect those guys to bring a lot of 
confidence and X-factor into the team," the 
South African skipper said.

That said, Bavuma will have an 'unfin-
ished business' as their last series -- a five-
match T20I rubber -- ended in a 2-2 result after 
rain washed out the decider in Bengaluru.

"The last time we were here we were 
tested, we were challenged, but I think we 
answered it quite well. We expect this to be a 
good series, a competitive one as well. This is 
the last series before the World Cup, we will 
be looking to fill up the gaps whatever they 
are," he added.

Personally, Bavuma has a lot to prove af-
ter being snubbed in their SA20 auction, the 
country's inaugural T20 League.

India to face Spain in 2023 Hockey 
World Cup opener

LAUSANNE (Switzerland): The 
Indian hockey team will start its 
2023 Hockey World Cup Campaign 
against Spain at the newly-built 
Birsa Munda International Hockey 
Stadium in Rourkela on January 13 
according to the schedule released 
by the International Federation of 
Hockey (FIH) on Tuesday.

India, who won the bronze 
medal at Tokyo 2020, will face Eng-
land, ranked No. 6 in the world, on 
January 15 at the same location.

On January 19, the Indian 
men's hockey team will play its fi-
nal Pool D game at the Kalinga Sta-
dium in Bhubaneswar, the second 
location for the 2023 men's Hockey 
World Cup, versus Wales, ranked 
16th in the world.

The Hockey World Cup 2023 
will begin on January 13 and 
continue until January 29, with 
four pools of four teams battling 

it out for the Championship tro-
phy. India is placed in pool D 
along with Spain, England and 
Wales.

Currently fifth in the hockey 
rankings, Graham Reid-coached In-
dia are the top-ranked side among 
the four teams in Pool D. Spain are 
ranked eighth in the world and 
have impressed of late under for-
mer Netherlands coach Max Cal-
das.

2016 Olympic Gold medallists 
Argentina and Africa's highest-
ranked nation South Africa will 
open the 2023 FIH Odisha Hockey 
Men's World Cup. The encounter 
between these two powerhouses 
of international hockey will take 
place on January 13 at Kalinga Sta-
dium, which hosted the last Men's 
World Cup final in 2018.

The second match of the day in 
Bhubaneswar will see the world's 

number one Australia taking on 
France, in a repeat of the 2018 
World Cup quarter-final.

Later on the same day, the 
brand-new Birsa Munda Hockey 
Stadium in Rourkela will host its 
first-ever FIH World Cup matches, 
starting with a "derby" between 
England and Wales

In total, 44 matches will be 
played, with the Final scheduled 
on January 29 (7 pm local time) in 
Bhubaneswar.

The draw held on September 
8 in Bhubaneswar determined the 
four Pools as follows:

Pool A: Australia, Argentina, 
France, South Africa

Pool B: Belgium, Germany, Ko-
rea, Japan

Pool C: Netherlands, New Zea-
land, Malaysia, Chile

Pool D: India, England, Spain, 
Wales

Mumbai: Former India cricketer 
Ajay Jadeja has called Virat Kohli 
as one of the best chase masters in 
the world of cricket, adding that 
the solidity the former skipper pro-
vides to the team is just unrivalled.

Virat played a pivotal role in 
helping India win the three-match 
T20I series against Australia in 
the last game at Hyderabad, scor-
ing a 48-ball 63 that helped the 
hosts chase down the Kangaroos' 
competitive target of 187 to seal the 
series 2-1.

With his 104-run stand with 
charismatic batter Suryakumar 
Yadav (69), it was a treat to watch 
the two batters go about their task 
of punishing the visitors' bowling 
that had the likes of Pat Cummins, 
Josh Hazlewood and Cameron 
Green among others.

Ever during the Asia Cup in 
the UAE recently, Kohli, returning 
to the side after taking a month-
long break from the game to re-
charge his batteries, was in peak 
batting form.

"I mean that's the key to Indian 
cricket. I mean it's been that for a 
while, for a long time. I mean there 
was a period where Virat Kohli 
would score runs and if there was 
anything, MS Dhoni would finish 
it off at the end," said Jadeja on 
Cricbuzz.

But now with the personnel 
changing around Virat Kohli, 
it's made it easier for him and it's 
made it easier for everyone else 
around him to play at a whole dif-
ferent ball game and the solidity 

that Virat Kohli provides and for 
me it's always been the solidity of 
Virat Kohli, not the striking abil-
ity. That's why he was a chase 
master. He is a chase master. He 
understands the pace of the game."

Jadeja conceded Kohli might 
not be the best in terms of striking 
ability and hitting massive sixes, 
but his consistency is priceless.

"He may not have the striking 
ability that a lot of players have 
around the world and in that In-
dian team but there is no one else 

that I know who has the consisten-
cy of Virat Kohli," added Jadeja.

The former Indian batter also 
highlighted why Kohli is such a 
fearsome name in any cricketing 
echelons, pointing out, "So if con-
sistency is what you want, this is 
your man and he's not shown it to-
day, he's been showing it to you for 
10, 12, 15 years. It's just that when 
you expect him to do what the oth-
ers do, that's when the trouble be-
gins."

‘Kohli one of the 
best chase masters 

in the world’


