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IN  BRIEF

Militants attack 

CRPF bunker in 

Anantnag

  KD News Service

sRinagaR, jan 19: Militants 

fired at a Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) bunker in Jammu 
and Kashmir's anantnag town 

on Wednesday but no one was 
injured, police said.

See.....Militants attac.....Pg 06  

Centre to amend 

service rule to 

ensure 

availability of 

IAS officers

  KD News Service

new delhi, jan 19: with an 

aim to ensure the sufficient 
number of the IAS officers 

See.....Centre to.....Pg 06  

Srinagar To 

Jammu Traffic 

On Highway on 

Jan 20

  KD News Service

sRinagaR, jan 19: jammu-

srinagar highway, the only 

surface link connecting Kashmir 

Valley with the outside world, 

shall remain open for only

See.....Srinagar To.....Pg 06  

Bumrah's adaptability 
to all formats is just 

crazy, says South 
Africa great...

30% people
lose vaccine-acquired 

immunity after Six 
months: Study

   KD Desk / IANS

HYDERABAD, JAN 19: Amid rising cases of Covid infection, 

even after record vaccination rate, a new study on Wednesday 

showed that about one in three individuals lose immunity 

post six months of taking the jab.

These individuals were majorly above 40 years and 

with co-morbidities like hypertension and diabetes, revealed

See.....30% people lose.....Pg 06  

 Coronavirus: Four die, 
 5818 test positive in JK 

 Srinagar tops list with 1745 cases 

  KD News Service

SRINAGAR, JAN 19: The Jammu and Kashmir 

Union territory on Wednesday reported four 

deaths and biggest ever spike of 5,818 cases, 

highest ever since the outbreak of Covid-19 

pandemic, pushing the number of active cases 

to 26,236.

Notably, it is highest ever spike in cases 

since outbreak of pandemic as last highest ever 

pandemic was on 07 May last year when 5,443 

were reported.

With four more deaths, the death toll in J&K 

has reached 4,579 and 5,818 fresh positive 

See.....Coronavirus: Four.....Pg 06  

Big relief for borrowers, as Cabinet 
sanctions Rs 973 cr for loan moratorium

  KD News Service

NEW DELHI, JAN 19: In a major 

relief for borrowers, especially of 

home loans, hit by the outbreak of 

Covid and the lockdown, the Union 

Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, on Wednesday 

approved the payment of ex-gratia 

amount of Rs 973.74 crore to the SBI 

as reimbursement related to loan 

moratorium.

This is pertaining to remaining 

claims submitted by Lending 

See.....Big relief for.....Pg 06  

Merger of J&K cadre in AGMUT cadre

MHA classifies JK, Ladakh UTs as 
hard areas for transfers
  KD News Service

SRINAGAR, JAN 19: In a significant 

development, the Government of India has 

classified Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh 

Union Territories as “hard areas” in joint 

AGMUT cadre.

In a communique, the Ministry of Home 

Affairs has informed all states and UTs- who 

are part of the AGMUT cadre- that J&K and 

Ladakh UTs have been categorized as 

See.....MHA classifies JK.....Pg 06  

PM Modi to host
first India-Central Asia 

Summit on Jan 27
  KD News Service

NEW DELHI, JAN 19: Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi will host the first India-Central Asia Summit in 

a virtual format on January 27, the Ministry of External 

Affairs announced on Wednesday.

The summit will be held with the participation of 

the presidents of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, 

See.....PM Modi to host.....Pg 06  

 Centre to amend 
 service rule to ensure 
 availability of IAS 
 officers 

  KD News Service

NEW DELHI, JAN 19: With an aim to ensure 

the sufficient number of the IAS officers for the 

Central deputation, the Ministry of Personnel, 

Public Grievances and Pensions is planning to 

amend the existing service rules of IAS (cadre) 

Rules, 1954, officials said.

According to officials, the Ministry's 

See.....Centre to amend.....Pg 06  

All unconnected villages to be digitally 
connected by March under NBM: Chief Secy

  KD News Service

JAMMU, JAN 19: The Chief Secretary, 

Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta Wednesday chaired 

the meeting of the UT Broadband Committee 

to review the implementation of National 

Broadband Mission in Jammu & Kashmir.

 Administrative Secretaries of the 

Forest and Information Technology 

Department, along with officers from LSA, 

Department of Telecom, GoI, and BSNL 

participated in the meeting.

The meeting was informed that the 

National Broadband Mission (NBM) is 

fast tracking the growth of digital 

communication infrastructure to bridge 

the digital divide and facilitate digital 

empowerment and inclusion, while focussing 

on affordable and universal access of 

broadband.

See.....All unconnected.....Pg 06  

SKIMS scientist bags int'l 
award for influenza vaccine 

efficacy research
  KD News Service

SRINAGAR, JAN 19: A scientist of Sher-i-Kashmir Institute 

of Medical Sciences (SKIMS) Srinagar has bagged the inaugural 

International Best Paper Award for his research paper on 

influenza vaccine efficacy.

Hyder Mir, a scientist-C while working with the research 

project “Global Influenza Hospital Surveillance Network” 

at SKIMS bagged the 2021 first MENA-ISN research award 

for his paper entitled “poor vaccine effectiveness against 

Influenza B-Related Severe Acute Respiratory Infection in 

a temperate north Indian state (2019-2020):A Call for further 

data for possible vaccines with closer match.” 

Mir will present his work at MENA-ISN Influenza 

See.....SKIMS scientist.....Pg 06  
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SPACE FOR RENT

300 sqft of space in 

2nd floor of J&K Bank 

building Sonwar is 

available for rent.

CONTACT:
7006763288
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REPAIRING OF: ALL TYPES OF LAPTOPS & DESKTOPS

Laptop Care House
Wholesale Dealer Of New And Pre Used Laptops

DEALS IN ALL KINDS OF LAPTOPS AND ACCESSORIES

SERVICE
FOR ALL

LAPTOPS
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Super Market
ALL KINDS OF HOME NEED PRODUCTS

Buy Grocery Products Fatafat!
7006516596, 7006101264, 9906111181

Natipora Naik Bagh Near Masjid Usman
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DC Bandipora reviews COVID-19 
containment measures; briefs 

media about situation
B

ANDIPORA, JAN 19: The Deputy 

Commissioner (DC) Bandipora, 

Dr Owais Ahmad on Wednesday chaired 

a meeting to review the Covid-19 

scenario and various mitigation 

measures in the district.

The meeting discussed threadbare 

Covid containment measures and stress 

was laid on the strict implementation 

of Covid protocol, extensive sampling 

and mass vaccination.

Soon after the meeting, the DC 

briefed the media about the situation 

in the district with regard to the 

pandemic.

The DC informed that there are 

664 Covid positive patients in the district 

as on date out of which only four are 

under hospital isolation. He said all 

the home isolated patients are regularly 

monitored by the doctors and all SOPs 

are being followed while dealing with 

the positive cases.

He said the district witnesses abrupt 

surge in positive cases though very 

few required hospital isolation. He 

said the district is well equipped with 

healthcare infrastructure as compared 

to last year.

Giving details, DC said the District 

Hospital has a capacity of 2000 LPM 

oxygen plant-double than last year 

with an additional 300 LPM Oxygen 

plant at CHC Dawar in Gurez while 

one oxygen plant will soon be made 

functional in CHC Hajin.

Dr Owais said SOPs are followed 

regarding Covid positive cases 

including contact tracing and 

isolation of the patient.  They said 

every patient is attended thrice a 

week from the control room and 

vitals are recorded.

He said he had directed the officers 

for strengthening surveillance, 

enhanced testing, monitoring of hot 

spots, and prompt dispatch of samples 

for genome sequencing and other 

actions.

With regard to the vaccination 

drive for children of 15-17 years age-

group, DC said so far 30 percent target 

has been achieved. He said 26639 

children of the given age group are to 

be vaccinated. He lauded the efforts 

of healthcare workers for working 

tirelessly to vaccinate every single 

individual. He said the workers moved 

to hilly terrains, Snow bound areas 

and other inaccessible areas amid sub-

zero temperature to ensure all the 

youngsters of given age group are 

vaccinated.

He urged the people to follow CAB 

by wearing masks and avoid visiting 

crowded places. DC also directed for 

ensuring Covid Appropriate Behavior, 

strict adherence to Covid-19 SOPs, 

besides ensuring fool-proof containment 

measures in containment and micro 

containment zones.

Dr Owais warned of strict action 

against violation of CAB. The DC 

appealed to the religious leaders, 

traders and other prominent citizens 

to put their efforts and make the 

common people aware about the 

Covid-19 SOPs.

The meeting was attended by Chief 

Medical Officer Bandipora, Medical 

Superintendent DH Bandipora Dr 

Sheikh Mushtaq, Nodal Officer Mehraj 

Wani, BMO Bandipora and other senior 

officers of the district.

Public grievances 

redressal our priority: 

DC Kulgam

Listens to people through

virtual mode; several grievances 

redressed on spot

KULGAM, JAN 19: In view of steep rise in Covid-19 cases 

across the UT, an online setup/virtual room with adherence 

to CAB has been made functional at DC office Kulgam.

This step has been taken to avoid any inconvenience to 

the public who have grievances which need attention of 

administration for timely redressal.

The Deputy Commissioner (DC) Kulgam, Dr.Bilal Mohi-

Ud-Din Bhat on the occasion listened to the issues and 

grievances of the public via online/virtual mode wherein 

ADC, ACR and other officers of the district remained connected 

to respond to the grievances related to their domain.

During the session, scores of people apprised the DC 

about their issues. Several issues and grievances were 

redressed on spot by the DC.

To listen and mitigate the issues of the public for timely 

redressal is our priority, said Dr Bial while addressing the 

public.

Meanwhile, the DC urged the public to adopt Covid 

Appropriate Behaviour and stick to COVID related SOPs 

and guidelines to prevent further spread of the virus.

DC reviews functioning of 
RDD at Kulgam

Stresses for timely completion 
of works, projects

KULGAM, JAN 19: The Deputy Commissioner (DC) Kulgam, 

Dr.Bilal Mohi-Ud-Din Bhat today chaired a detailed meeting 

of Officers of Rural Development Department to review the 

progress on different flagship schemes under implementation 

in the district.

During the meeting, the DC reviewed the progress and 

achievements made under PMAY-G, MGNREGA, B2V, 14th 

FC, CAPEX and other flagship schemes.

The DC was informed by ACD Mohammad Imran Khan 

that the target of 14.80 lac man days has been achieved with 

a release of an amount of 32.04 crore as wages.

It was also informed that there is 100 percent geo-tagging 

of works and the district has made 99 percent timely payment 

with 100 percent Aadhar seeding.

It was also revealed during the meeting that under 

14th-FC 3655 works stands completed with an estimated 

cost of 37 crore.

ACD informed the chair that under District CAPEX 

2021-22, expenditure of 11.50 crore have been made and 803 

works stands completed.

He also apprised the chair that  under B2V-3, 61 works  

have been completed with an expenditure of 2.81 crore  and 

under PMAY-G out of 1714 units 1401 structures have been 

completed with an expenditure of 20.44 crore.

The DC instructed ACD and all BDOs to redouble efforts 

to achieve all targets well in time and to ensure completion 

of rest targets fixed under PMAY-G.

He also directed to identify land for New Panchayat 

bhawans and to complete these structures well in time.

The DC instructed to complete work on DDC, BDC offices 

and accommodation structures on mission mode and stressed 

to formulate forest convergence plan.

The meeting was attended by Assistant Commissioner 

Development (ACD), Assistant Commissioner Panchayat, 

District Panchayat Officer, Executive Engineer REW, Block 

Development Officers, AEE and other officers of the Rural 

Development Department.

ISM distributes Immunity 
boosters among 2, 07,432 

beneficiaries at Kulgam
KULGAM, JAN 19: The Department of Indian Systems of 

Medicines (ISM) Kulgam has so far distributed Immunity 

boosting medicines among 207432 beneficiaries in several 

villages of the district.

Dr. Abdul Rahman Rather, District Nodal officer AYUSH, 

informed that the AYUSH department is continuously 

distributing Immune boosting medicines among people to 

help them develop immunity against the Covid-19.

He added that in order to combat COVID infection, 

boosting of immunity can play a vital role and requested 

the public to follow proper SOPs of COVID. He also urged 

people to avoid mass gatherings and make effective use of 

hand sanitizers and face masks.

J&K NPF distributed free 
masks and hand sanitizers

 � Nissar Yatoo

SRINAGAR, JAN 19: Amid resurgence of Covid-19 pandemic, 

J&K Nationalist People’s Front party activists and workers 

on Monday reached out to people and distributed free masks 

and hand sanitizers besides generated awareness among 

people about importance of Covid appropriate behavior in 

north  and south Kashmir.

In a statement issued, party said people were distributed 

masks and hand sanitizers free of cost so that they could 

prevent themselves from deadly Coronavirus and its variants. 

People were also appealed to follow Covid Appropriate 

Behaviour (CAB) to prevent spread of this deadly virus.

People have started undermining deadly Covid-19 but 

situation is alarming. And there is need to re-sensitize the 

masses and made them aware that only social distancing 

and cleanliness is the cure of this virus.

It urged the UT administration to make available ventilator 

and medical oxygen facility in all the Panchayats as the 

spread of infection is likely to be large in rural belts as these 

areas are least equipped with health facilities and more 

prone to this health emergency.

“Masks and hand sanitisers have become commodities 

of everyday use amid the Covid-19 pandemic and Kashmir 

is no exception to this. But what about those belonging 

to the financially weaker section of the society who cannot 

afford th, so tried to reach them out,” said the party 

statement.

Haji Farooq appeals people for vaccination, 
proper implementation of CAB

Gets booster dose of Covid Vaccine

KUPWARA, JAN 19: The Vice Chairman 

District Development Council (VC-DDC), 

Kupwara, Haji Farooq Ahmad Mir today 

appealed the people of Kupwara district to 

get their booster dose of Covid vaccine as 

soon as possible to get protected against 

the omicron variant of Covid pandemic 

disease. He urged the parents to vaccinate 

their wards of 15-17 year age group for their 

safety.

The Vice Chairman said this during 

his visit to Sub District Hospital (SDH) 

Kupwara. He interacted with concerned 

medical officers including District Health 

Officer, Abdul Gani Dar and Medical 

Superintendent and enquired about the 

progress of Covid vaccination and sampling.

Meanwhile, the Vice Chairman got a 

booster shot of Covid vaccine in the SDH.

On the occasion, the Vice Chairman 

said that in view of spike in Covid positive 

cases in the UT of J&K, people should not 

lower the guard against the pandemic and 

should religiously follow Covid appropriate 

behavior including wearing of mask, 

maintaining social distance and frequently 

sanitizing their hands.

ADDC B’pora inspects CHC Sumbal, reviews Health care facilities
BANDIPORA, JAN 19: On the 

directions of Deputy Commissioner 

(DC) Bandipora, Dr Owais Ahmad, 

Additional District Development 

Commissioner (ADDC) Ali Afsar 

Khan on Wednesday visited Sumbal 

Sub-Division and inspected the 

Community Health Centre Sumbal.

The ADDC inspected the CHC to 

review the Health care facilities 

being provided to the people besides 

reviewing the arrangements put in 

place to deal with the current wave 

of Covid-19.

Khan interacted with the 

doctors, patients and their 

attendants to receive the feedback 

about the facilities available in the 

healthcare institution. Doctors 

apprised the ADDC about the 

arrangements in place and assured 

him that all requisite measures 

have been taken to deal with any 

kind of emerging situation amid the 

third wave of Covid-19.

ADDC also conducted inspection 

of Micro Containment Zones to 

review the perimeter and other 

Containment measures. He also 

reviewed the enforcement of CAB, 

testing and Vaccination.

Khan urged the officers to 

ensure strict implementation of 

CAB and stressed on wider publicity 

in the general public regarding 

preventive measures. He also 

suggested roping in local religious 

leaders, sports stars, opinion 

makers and other social media 

influencers to appeal to the local 

population to adopt Covid 

Appropriate Behavior.

He was accompanied by 

Tehsildar Sumbal, Zeeshan and 

other senior Health Officers of the 

district.

SDRF celebrates ‘Annual Raising Day’
SRINAGAR, JAN 19: On the eve of 

Annual Raising Day of SDRF today, a 

colourful parade was held at State 

Disaster Response Force (SDRF) Hqrs. 

Barzulla Srinagar.

On the occasion, the Jawans were 

asked to remain vigilant while dealing 

with rescue work.

Giving a brief of the history of SDRF, 

it was given out that in the year 2012; 

two erstwhile Auxiliary Bn’s were 

converted into Two State Disaster 

Response Force Bns. One is located at 

Jammu and another at Kashmir. The 

aim of the SDRF is to respond quickly 

to any disaster whether natural or 

manmade. SDRF personnel remain 

available at all District Hqrs to assist 

local administration at all times of 

emergencies. During free time SDRF 

personnel conduct awareness 

programmes, mock drills, and impart 

training to the general public to deal 

with small types of disasters.

Giving details of the rescue 

operations and other awareness 

programmes conducted in the year 

2021, it was given out that during the 

year 2021, 54 rescue operations were 

conducted by SDRF personnel in 

Kashmir Valley in which 30 dead bodies 

were recovered besides 84 Awareness 

Programmes and 14 Mock Drills have 

also been conducted in which 4797 

people were trained by SDRF.

Under the Go Green Srinagar 

initiative, SDRF has conducted 04 

cleanliness drives at Shankar Acharya 

Hills Srinagar and River Jhelum.
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Government of Jammu & Kashmir (UT)

Office Of The Executive Engineer (R&B) Division Vailoo
NOTICE INVITING TENDERS   (for Road work/Bridges/Buildings)

TWO COVER SYSTEM          (above Rs. 2.50 crores)
NIT No: 193 of R&B VAILOO /2021-22/ 8021-30  |   Dated: 18.01.2022 (E-tendering)

For and on behalf of the President of India, e-tenders are invited on item rate basis/%age basis(as the case may be) from 
approved and eligible Contractors registered with J&K State Govt. CPWD, Railways and other State/Central Governments for 
each of the following work:-

S. No Name of Work Adv. Cost T.D Cost

1 Construction of 2x30 m Span Composite Girder Bridge  at Pindobal Vailoo Kokernag. 394.27 5500

Earnest Money for 2% of Adv. Cost: 788540/-  Time of Completion: 365 Days
Time & Date of Opening of tender (Technical Bid): 08-02-2022 11:00 AM
Class of Contractor: AAY Class   Major Head of Account =  NABARD RIDF-XXVII .
Position of AAA = Accorded   

1. Date of Issue of Tender Notice 18.01.2022

2. Period of downloading of bidding documents From : 19.01.2022,11.00 A.M To 07.02.2022, 4.00 P.M

3. Date, Time and place of pre-bid meeting 21.01.2022 at 11.00 A.M in the Office of Superintending Engineer PWD 
(R&B) Circle Ang/Kul 

4. Bid submission Start Date 22.01.2022 From 10.00 A.M

5. Bid Submission End Date 07.02. 2022 upto 4.00 P.M

6 Date & time of opening of Technical Bids (Online) . 08.02.2022 at 11.00 A.M in the Office of the   Superintending Engineer 
PWD (R&B) Circle Ang/Kul

7 Date & time of opening of Financial Bids (Online) To be notified after technical bid evaluation is completed

1. The Bidding documents Consisting of qualifying information, eligibility criteria, specifications, Drawings, bill of  
quantities (B.O.Q), Set of terms and conditions of contract and other details can be seen/downloaded from the departmental 
website www.jktenders.gov.in as per below schedule:

1.1. Bids must be accompanied with cost of Tender document (as mentioned above) in shape of Treasury Receipt/e-Challan 
in favour of Executive Engineer R&B Division Vailoo  (The Date of Treasury Challan, earnest money must be between the date 
of start of bid and Bid Submission End date).

1.2 All bidders have to submit  Earnest money 2% of Advertised cost pledged to Superintending Engineer PWD (R&B) Circle 
Ang/Kul in shape of CDR/ FDR only and  5% Performance Security of the allotted cost in the shape of CDR/ FDR/ BG by the Successful 
bidder.  The order/ directions issued from Financial Commissioner, Finance Department Civil Secretariat Jammu/ Srinagar vide 
letter No. A/Misc(2018)-III -895/J Dated: 22.12. 2020 and Endorsed by Chief Engineer PW (R&B) Kashmir Srinagar vide CIRCULAR 
no. CE/RBK/HD/32857-92 Dated: 01.01.2022),

3. The 1st lowest bidder has to produce an amount equal to 5% of contract as Performance Security in the shape of CDR/
FDR/BG in favour Superintending Engineer PW(R&B) circle Anantnag / Kulgam HQ Khanabal within 07 days after the date of 
receipt of letter of acceptance and shall be released after successful completion of DLP. The Bank Guarantee should be valid for 
45 days beyond bid validity. 

4. The EMD of 2% of successful bidders shall be released after receipt of 5% Performance Security.
5. Bidders can resubmit/withdraw the bids as specified.
6. The date and time of opening of Financial-Bids shall be notified on Web Site www.jktenders.gov.in and conveyed to the 

bidders automatically through an e-mail message on their e-mail address. The Financial-bids of Responsive bidders shall be 
opened online in the Office of Superintending Engineer PWD( R&B) Circle Ang/Kul HQ Khanabal ._The date for same shall be 
intimated separately.

7. The bids for the work shall remain valid for a period of 120 days from the dateof opening of Technical bids.
8. The earnest money shall be forfeited, If:-
a) Any bidder/ tenderer withdraws his bid/ tender during the period of bid validity or makes any modifications in the terms 

and conditions of the bid.
b)  Failure of Successful bidder to furnish the required performance security within specified time period issue of letter on intent.
c) In case contractor fails to execute the agreement within 28 days after fixation of contract.
7. Instruction to bidders regarding e-tendering process.
7.1   Bidders are advised to download bid submission manual from the “Downloads” option as well as from “Bidders Manual 

Kit” on website www.jktenders.gov.into acquaint bid submission process.
7.2. To participate in bidding process, bidders have to get ‘Digital Signature Certificate (DSC)’ as per Information Technology 

Act-2000. Bidders can get digital certificate from any approved vendors. 
No: 193/ 8021-30     |    Dated: 18.01.2022

Sd/- Executive Engineer
PWD (R&B) Division Vailoo

DIPK: 16907/21

Div Com inspects ongoing
works under JJM, flood protection 

schemes in border areas during day-
long-tour of district Samba

SAMBA, JAN 19: Divisional 

Commissioner Jammu, Dr Raghav Langer 

on Wednesday conducted a day long tour 

of district Samba and inspected ongoing 

mining activities and pace of development 

works.

The Div Com was accompanied by 

Deputy Commissioner Samba, Anuradha 

Gupta; SSP, Abhishek Mahajan; Sub-

Divisional Magistrate Vijaypur Vinay 

Kumar, District Mineral Officer, 

Executive Engineer PHE and other 

district officers.

During the inspection of leased out 

mineral blocks at Gurha Salathia (Devak 

River)  and Pangdour (Lower Basanter), 

the Div Com directed concerned officers 

to ensure that boundary pillars  are 

installed properly  as per the  approved 

site plan indicating all corner points. 

He laid emphasis upon display of mining 

rates, close vigil at check post  to check 

illegal mining activities.

The Div Com interacted with locals 

at lower Basanter and listened to their 

grievances. The PRIs and locals put forth 

their demands and sought the redress 

of the same.

The Div Com gave a patient hearing 

and directed revenue officers to verify 

the land records to sort out private land acquisition issues. He visited mining block sites and inspected the sheds 

constructed and provision of dumping.

The Div Com directed mining officers 

to ensure that the leased out mining 

blocks are functional as per the site plan 

only and in accordance with the relevant 

provisions of the J&K Minor Mineral 

concession, Storage, Transportation of 

minerals and prevention of illegal mining 

rules. Later, the Div Com visited Ramgarh 

area to assess the development works 

under Jal Jeevan Mission. He inspected 

improvement and augmentation of the 

water supply scheme Ramloo constructed 

at an estimated cost of Rs 4.67 crore which 

will supply tap water to 740 households. 

The project is 60% complete which includes 

the main building, Sumptank, Tubewell 

and 13 KM rising main pipeline, informed 

Executive Engineer PHE (Jal Shakti). 

It was informed that a total of 80 schemes 

have been approved and work on 44 

schemes was in progress.

The Div Com also inspected the 

forward post of BSF at Ballar gate and 

inspected the cutting due to Basanter. 

The DPR for flood protection scheme 

has already been prepared for the same. 

He directed officers to formulate a joint 

proposal for protection and restoration 

of the area with the department of revenue, 

mining and Flood Control.

ATV rally, Ski show held at Doodpathri
DESTINATION IS GIVEN SPECIAL FOCUS FOR 

WINTER TOURISM: DIRECTOR TOURISM

BUDGAM, JAN 19: In a bid to promote Doodpathri 

as a winter tourism destination, the Director 

Tourism G N Itoo and Deputy Commissioner 

Budgam, Shahbaz Ahmed Mirza today inaugurated 

a first of its kind of 'All Terrain Vehicle' (ATV) 

rally from TRC up to Parhaiz Maidaan at 

Doodpathri in Budgam.

On the occasion, a Snow Ski show was also 

held in which well trained skiers demonstrated 

their skills.

Speaking on the occasion, Director Tourism 

said that Doodpathri is being given special focus 

to be developed as best Winter Tourism spot, 

where activities like snow ski, snow- boarding, 

snow cycling, ATVs facility and other snow related 

activities shall be held every winter.

He said that holding such activities shall not 

only promote the tourist footfall, but also these 

facilities will create employment resources for 

the locals. The Director said that promotion of 

this destination would also facilitate hand holding 

of local youth who can participate and under 

capacity building earn their livelihood.

Emphasizing on the promotion of Doodpathri, 

the Director said that it has huge potential to be 

developed as good as Gulmarg and Pahalgam.  

“Today’s event will be game changer for this 

destination as up to now tourists here used to 

get only pony ride, but from now onwards there 

are other activities they can participate and 

enjoy,” said Director.

He said that a full- fledged snow sports 

equipments facility shall remain available for 

the tourists. He called for holding basic ski courses 

for students, tourists and other locals to promote 

footfall to Doodpathri during winter months.

Speaking on the occasion, Deputy 

Commissioner (DC) Budgam said that the Budgam 

has huge potential for tourism and Doodpathri, 

Yousmarg and Tosamaidan destinations can be 

developed as best winter tourism spots.

He said the need is to tap the tourism potential 

with providing all basic facilities to the tourists. 

The DC said that this is for the first time that 

road was made through up to Doodpathri during 

winter season.

He said that District administration shall 

provide all support to the Tourism department 

in developing and promoting tourism at Doodpathri 

and other tourism spots in Budgam.

The DC said that a comprehensive tourism 

plan shall be devised and implemented  under 

which all facilities shall be provided to the tourists 

for promotion of Doodpathri.

Arrangements for Republic Day 

celebrations finalized at Anantnag
ANANTNAG, JAN 19: The Additional Deputy Commissioner 

(ADC) Anantnag, Gh Hassan Sheikh today chaired a meeting 

of the concerned officers to discuss and finalize the 

arrangements for smooth and successful celebration of the 

Republic Day-2022 in the district.

The meeting was held under strict adherence of COVID 

protocol and all the participants were fully masked.

It was decided in the meeting that the main function 

will be held at GDC (Boys) Khanabal where Chief Guest will 

unfurl the National Flag and take salute at the March past 

comprising the contingents of CRPF, JKP, NCC and Fire & 

Emergency.

Flag hoisting Ceremony will also be held at Sub-Divisional 

and Tehsil Levels.

The meeting was informed that the Republic Day 

celebrations will begin with playing of Shehnai Vadan at 

designated places by the Information Department in the 

wee hours.

For smooth conduct of the National event, tasks were 

assigned to District Officers related to stage preparation, 

seating arrangement, Cultural Programmes etc for the 

successful celebration of the National Function.

The ADC laid special emphasis on adherence to Covid 

Appropriate Behavior while observing the Republic Day 

Celebrations so as to minimize the chances of its spread.

A detailed discussion was also held on various issues 

regarding seating arrangements, barricading, security, 

traffic regulation, drinking water and power supply, sanitation, 

first-aid, PAS, fire-tenders, Media gallery, among others.

The ADC directed the concerned Executive Engineers 

to ensure adequate arrangements of barricading, seating 

and drinking water supply besides uninterrupted power 

supply on the day of function.

He also passed directions to the concerned officers to 

ensure ambulance, fire tender, security and provision of 

adequate manpower at the venue of the event.

Calling for strict compliance to COVID SOPs while 

performing different activities related to the National day 

celebrations, ADC asked for ensuring that all the COVID 

related protocols are strictly adhered to by all the participants 

during rehearsals and on the scheduled day to avoid the 

risk of infection. ACD, Chief Education Officer, Executive 

Engineers of PHE, PWD and PDD, DYSSO, Dy CMO and all 

other concerned officers were present in the meeting.

SDRF celebrates 10th Raising Day
JAMMU, JAN 19:  State Disaster 

Response Force (SDRF) on Wednesday 

organised a function here at SDRF 2nd 

Bn Hqrs. Gulshan Ground Jammu to 

celebrate 10th Raising Day.

Incharge DIG HG/CD & SDRF 

Jammu Vikas Gupta was the chief 

guest on the occasion.

Dy.SP SDRF 2nd Bn. Jammu, Vinod 

Kumar, welcomed the Chief guest

In his address, the chief guest 

congratulated all the SDRF personnel 

on the occasion of Annual Raising 

Day of SDRF. He appreciated the  

SDRF personnel for their dedication 

and professionalism shown during 

various rescue operations conducted 

by them in Jammu Province and 

other allied duties performed from 

time to time. He highlighted the 

duties and responsibilities of SDRF 

personnel as first responders during 

disasters and pandemic-like 

situations. He gave a brief account of 

achievements of the year -2021 

especially excellent work done by the 

SDRF personnel during COVID-19 

duties performed at DRDO, GMC, 

Chest Disease and Govt. Gandhi 

Nagar Hospital Jammu.

Besides, he appreciated the role of 

SDRF personnel during rescue 

operations conducted at Honzar 

Kishtwar. He stressed upon the Jawans 

to keep their morale high with 

dedication and devotions towards their 

duties in future also.

Dy. SP SDRF 2nd Bn. Jammu Vinod 

Kumar, also presented vote of thanks to 

the chief guest and all officers present 

on the occasion.

A working lunch was also served 

for the officers/officials present with 

due adherence to   COVID-19 SOP.

Among others present were Vidya 

Sagar, Dy. SP Dy. Controller CD 

Udhampur, Arvinder Kotwal, Dy. SP 

SDRF 2nd Bn., Yashpaul Singh and Dy. 

SP Area Commander Homeguards 

Samba.
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Abdullah’s & Mufti’s,  
political ideologies

T
he most unfortunate and wicked part of 

the Kashmir politics is that you leave no 

stone unturned to trample upon saner 

voices or sanity when you are in power 

and you start giving sermons on Islam, Character, 

Jihad, Morality and what not, only when you lose 

the power.

In the mid nineties after National Conference 

lead by its Party president Farooq Abdullah came 

to power, we as Kashmiris are witness to what this 

party did with common people, with governance 

and with the overall administrative set up of the 

erstwhile state. This government lead by the most 

corrupt people of the recent past would advocate 

bombing Pakistan and hanging Late Syed Ali Shah 

Geelani. We had renegades committing worst kinds 

of human rights abuses and nobody would dear 

to utter a word.

Omar Abdullah’s years as the chief minister 

would be remembered as nightmarish era in the 

history of Jammu and Kashmir as we had hundreds 

of youth killed and injured and rendered as blind 

with the use of pellets, but the party never had 

the audacity to question its leadership over what 

was being done. An ex DIG of JK police is on record 

to have said that he was offered a brief contract 
(Supari) to kill a huriyat leader, though he did not 

accept the bribe.

After PDP and PJP formed a coalition government, 

hundreds of youth were killed, injured or blinded 

from 2014 to August 2019, with the PDP President 

Mehbooba Mufti having no remorse; instead her 

“Milk and Toffee” remark put kashmiris on fire 
against the PDP. As a result of this “insulting” 
remark PDP suffered immensely in the previous 
Lok Sabha elections.

Nowadays, Both these parties stand out of 

power and if one goes through the party press 

notes of both the parties, one wonders if the parties 

have taken role of the Hurriyat Conference. Every 

time when anybody is arrested on militancy/sedition  

charges, these parties issue statements as if they 

are the mouth pieces of militancy or the Pakistan. 

NC President farooq Abdullah every now and then 

says that Kashmir problem cannot be solved until 

India talks to Pakistan but when he was in power 

he would say bomb Pakistan “Pakistan Ko Goli 

Maro”.
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Kangri - The Winter Companion of Vallities

   Rayees Ahmad Kumar

F
ew days before i happened to 

visit Kulgam town in view of 

some work. While purchasing a 

newspaper i also sighted the 

children's magazine " Bachon Ki Duniya" 

among the stalls of the books and 

newspapers. I buy it every month and the 

special thing about it's January 2022 issue 

was it's opening write-up from Noor Shah 

sahib the distinguished writer and a 

legendary Urdu fiction writer of valley. 

The theme of his write-up was Kashmiri 

Chinar and Kashmiri Kangri. In his 

composed article Noor Shah sahib has 

weaved an interesting and well researched 

story about Kashmiri Chinar and Kangri. 

After going through the write-up of this 

great son of soil, I not only entertained 

to much extent but also felt the need to 

compose a similar piece in English. 

As we all know that with the onset 

of winter in Kashmir each year we are 

bound to be fully prepared to face the 

winter challenges and to seek the respite 

from the biting cold of chilliakalan. 

Freezing of main water pipes and home 

faucets, disruption of power supplies and 

the blocking of roads due to moderate 

and sometimes heavy snowfall pose a 

great threat and trouble to vallities. In 

these tough and testing times an article 

of very much importance which comes 

to our rescue and gives us a great respite 

from the shivering chill is the Kangri or 

firepot. 

The Kangri is a cheap and portable 

heat source used by Kashmiri people to 

stave off the cold in winter. Made of two 

parts, the Kangri consists of an earthen 

pot filled with embers and its wicker 

encasement including two arms to handle 

the hot pot with care. The heat generated 

by the embers can reach to enough level 

to keep the bodies warm and the heat 

generated can last for up to 9 hours along 

with the fire from charcoal. To harness 

as much of this heat as possible the Kangri 

is traditionally carried under ones phiren, 

the Kashmiri cloak, or blanket. It is a 

popular source of heating as it is 

inexpensive and portable. There are 

everyday Kangris, such as the one featured, 

and special Kangris, such as the bridal 

Maharani (queen) Kangri. These special 

examples, not represented in the collection, 

come with different colours and 

ornamentation and are used in festivals 

and rituals.

The Kangri has a significant place 

in the culture and heritage of Kashmir. 

While some believe that the Kangri was 

adapted from a similar utensil, the scaldino, 

in use in Italy during the period of the 

Mughal Empire, 1526-1757. There is archival 

evidence of Kangri use even earlier than 

1526. The revered Sufi Saint, Sheikh Noor-

ud-din Wali who lived from 1377-1440, 

made note of the deep relationship between 

Kashmiris and the Kangri. Among his 

most prized possessions was his own 

Charari Kangri, included in the 

possessions. The use of Kangris is 

embedded into everyday Kashmiri life 

and they are central to important rituals 

that celebrate Kashmiri culture

Kangri occupies a treasured place 

in the Kashmir community. Specific to 

the Kashmir region, kangri has bestowed 

a unique and special identity to the people 

dwelling in the region. 

The Kangri is a beautiful example 

of the way in which objects can influence 

and construct social identity and 

meaning. It is held dearly by the 

community and continues to be a powerful 

symbol of what it means to be Kashmiri. 

Poets, writers and saints of both local 

and non lacal origin have composed 

odes and poems to this unique and 

priceless gift which vallities have been 

using since ages during winter period 

to kill the biting cold. 

There are many specific areas and 

places famous and popular for Kangri 

manufacturing. Kangri of Bandipora, 

Kangri of Anantnag and Kangri of 

Chararishareef are the unique examples. 

In south Kashmir certain habitations eg 

Okay, Gundipora and Seer Hamadan are 

famous for Kangri making. A well 

proportion of population of these villages 

is associated with this skill and their 

livelihood is directly linked with it. 

Strength and rate of this precious gift 

depends mainly on the quality of material 

used and the efforts put to synthesize it.

However it's reckless use can be highly 

disastrous. On slippery surfaces of ice 

and snow during freezing conditions 

whenever we venture out along with 

Kangri inside our attires it not only leaves 

us bone fractured but also burn our skin 

surfaces. During winters in valley 

frequency of such incidents increases 

with each passing day. Our lone bone and 

joint hospital of Barzulla area of Srinagar 

witnesses heavy rush of such patients 

during the chill season. I remember the 

year 2012 when my brother in-law who 

was posted in Police Station Doru 

Anantnag, accidentally got fracture in 

his lower limb due to slippery road 

conditions when a police party he was 

part of had gone to investigate a case in 

a farflung area to where they had moved 

on foot. In that year maximum number 

of such incidents were reported in view 

of highly freezing conditions which lasted 

for more than two months. Sometime 

during bed time also whenever we put 

the Kangri in our blankets or quilts and 

forget to take it out, it is likely to be more 

dangerous. So many such incidents have 

happened in the past and even few are 

happening today as well when both people, 

beddings and houses have been gutted 

only due to careless use of Kangri. In my 

childhood I also have become the victim 

of such incidents.

So Kangri is our best companion 

during the winter times which helps us 

in warming our shivering bodies during 

testing times when all other sources and 

equipments fail to mitigate our problems 

and sufferings. But need of the hour is 

to take extra care and vigil while using 

this unique and priceless gift endemic 

to Kashmir. 

Writer is a columnist, 

academician, story writer,Book 

reviewer, Author of three books and 

Co-Author of four books. He hails 

from Qazigund Kashmir. 

Putin's political chess
   Asad Mirza

R
ussia has demanded for a new security 

arrangement in Europe, and 

threatened war if the US and its 

NATO allies fail to comply. Western 

analysts are split over interpreting Russian 

President Vladimir Putin's motives. Some 

say he is using the impossible list of demands 

as a pretext to invade Ukraine. Others think 

he is playing a weak hand to try to divide the 

West and reorder Europe's security architecture 

in Russia's favour.

The Russian Foreign Ministry, asking the 

US to remove its nuclear umbrella from Europe 

and allow Russia to re-establish its Soviet-era 

sphere of influence over Eastern Europe, issued 

the new Russian demands, in a rather unusual 

manner.

On December 17, 2021, the Russian Foreign 

Ministry unilaterally published two draft 

treaties: one focussing on Russia and the US, 

and the other between Russia and NATO.

Russian demands

Russia's draft "Treaty between the United 

States of America and the Russian Federation 

on Security Guarantees" listed more than a 

dozen demands, including: no NATO 

membership to all states of the former USSR, 

including the Baltic states which have been 

members of the alliance since 2004, it prohibits 

NATO to expand further eastward, Further, 

the US can't fly bombers or deploy warships, 

armed forces or armaments, in areas outside 

of its national airspace and national territorial 

waters, including within the framework of 

NATO respectively, such deployment could 

be perceived by Russia as a threat to its national 

security. It asks the US to remove all its nuclear 

weapons from Europe, and halt deploying 

ground-launched intermediate-range and 

shorter-range missiles outside of its territory.

The draft focussing on NATO "Agreement 

on Measures to Ensure the Security of the 

Russian Federation and Member States of the 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization" put 

forward additional demands, such as; NATO 

member states are prohibited from deploying 

military forces to any country that became a 

member of the alliance after May 27, 1997, 

when NATO and Russia signed the Founding 

Act on Mutual Relations. NATO is also prohibited 

from deploying land-based intermediate- and 

short-range missiles to a location from where 

such missiles can reach Russia, NATO is 

prohibited from any further enlargement 

including military cooperation with Ukraine 

as well as other states in Eastern Europe, the 

South Caucasus and in Central Asia.

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei 

Ryabkov declared that both texts are part of 

a whole and are not to be understood as being 

"a menu, where you can choose one or the 

other".

While Russia expects NATO and the US 

to comply with its demands, Moscow, in return, 

has offered only a vague commitment to "not 

create conditions or situations that threaten 

the national security of the other parties". 

The draft treaty imposes no requirements for 

Moscow to redeploy Russian forces.

On December 23, 2021, Putin, during a 

four-hour press conference, repeated his stance 

that "any further NATO movement to the east 

is unacceptable". A few days later, the Kremlin 

described NATO expansion as "a matter of 

life and death" for Russia. On December 26, 

Russia warned Finland and Sweden against 

joining NATO.

The Western response

Initially there was no response from either 

the US or NATO, as both said that they have 

scheduled meetings with Russian leaders in 

the second week of January, and it would give 

them a chance to parley before making their 

stand clear.

The Geneva talks between Russia and the 

US were followed by other sessions in Brussels 

with NATO and Vienna with Organisation 

for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) 

delegates, aimed at averting a crisis. But at 

all three meetings there were no sign of progress 

from either side.

While both sides dug in on their positions 

with Ukraine's future hanging in the balance, 

Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei 

Ryabkov said "no progress" was made on the 

central demand on NATO expansion.

Meanwhile, Michael Carpenter, the US 

ambassador to the OSCE, has said that 

Washington and its allies are supporting on-

going dialogue to temper down tensions with 

Russia. He further said, we're facing a crisis 

in European security. The drumbeat of war 

is sounding loud, and the rhetoric has gotten 

rather shrill.

This came as Russia said that the talks 

with the West over the situation in Ukraine 

have hit a "dead end".

The Ukrainian question

Recently, Moscow has been especially 

unsettled by the prospect of Ukraine being 

admitted to NATO and has warned of serious 

measures to counteract that scenario.

It seems that Putin's obsession with Ukraine 

is due to both strategic and historical factors. 

The Russian--Ukrainian ties date back to even 

before the emergence of Soviet Union — and 

even before the days of the Russian empire 

beginning in the 18th century, which was the 

birthplace of the first Russian state in the 9th 

Century.

Further Putin wants to stem his country's 

decline in global influence. Moscow's leverage 

in places like Ukraine is one way to preserve 

that influence. Ukraine is also a key component 

of Russia's plans for a Eurasian customs union 

with some other former Soviet states.

Ukraine's move toward the Western bloc 

in the name of having a democratic state has 

made the Russian establishment feel betrayed 

because Kiev's national identity and history 

is much more linked to Russia than Turkic 

states in Central Asia and Baltic states in 

eastern Europe, which were also part of the 

USSR.

The emotional presence of Kiev in the 

Russian heart has not changed much. Putin 

has continued to call Ukraine "Little Russia", 

quoting a former Russian general, Anton 

Denikin.

Russia influence has significantly decreased 

over time across the Balkans, where Moscow 

was once the leading power. It has already 

lost Baltic states to the EU after the Soviet 

fall. As a result, Moscow feels that it can't 

concede Ukraine to the West.

Moreover, Russia may not like to have too 

many pro-EU neighbours with NATO 

sympathies along its western border. Lithuania 

and Estonia, the two Baltic states neighbouring 

Russia, already joined the union much to the 

dismay of the Russian establishment. So it 

would do everything in order to maintain its 

influence over Ukraine. There is little doubt 

any more that Vladimir Putin is seeking nothing 

less than a transformation in European security, 

with a much-reduced NATO presence along 

its borders.

Asad Mirza is a political 

commentator based in New Delhi.
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30% people.....

the study led by Asian Institute of 

Gastroenterology (AIG) Hospitals along with the 

Asian Healthcare Foundation.

These people tend to have significantly less 

antibody response after six months of getting fully 

vaccinated and thus, are at a higher risk of SARS-

CoV-2 infection.

The findings stress the need for boosters in 

these vulnerable people after six months.

"We are seeing a surge of infection across the 

country. Fortunately, the severity of the disease is 

mild because of multiple factors including the effect 

of vaccination, the intrinsic character of the variant 

itself, and natural immunity amongst the 

population," said Dr. D Nageshwar Reddy, 

Chairman, AIG Hospitals in a statement.

"The study aimed to understand the 

effectiveness of current vaccines over the long-term 

and see if there are specific population demography 

who need a booster at the earliest," he added.

The study was conducted on a large pool of 1,636 

healthcare workers who were fully vaccinated.

Researchers measured the IgG anti-S1 and IgG 

anti-S2 antibodies to SARS-CoV-2 in all the 

participants.

It was estimated that an antibody level of 100 

AU/ml is the minimum level for protection against 

the virus, which means any individual with less 

than 100 AU/ml antibody level is susceptible to 

getting infected.

Those who had antibodies levels less than 15 

AU/ml were considered antibody negative, which 

means they didn't develop any protective immunity 

against the virus.

Out of the total, 6 per cent did not develop any 

immune protection at all, Dr. Reddy said.

The results clearly indicate that with age, 

immunity waning is directly proportional, which 

means that younger people have more sustained 

antibody levels than the elderly population.

Currently, there is a nine-month gap for booster 

doses that benefits 70 per cent of the population who 

can retain enough antibody levels beyond six 

months.

"However, considering the scale of our country, 

the 30 per cent people especially those with co-

morbid conditions like hypertension, diabetes, etc., 

who are more prone to develop an infection after six 

months of getting fully vaccinated should also be 

considered for the prevention dose," Reddy added.
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Coronavirus.....

cases reported on Wednesday have pushed the 

tally of positive cases to 372,669.

Of the exact number of 372,669 cases, 234,155 are 

from Kashmir division and 138,514 from Jammu 

division.

Officials said that among 5,818 new cases, 4,066 

belong to Kashmir division while as 1,752 are from 

Jammu division, adding that the total number of 

positive cases in Kashmir division have reached to 

234,155 including 214,908 recoveries and 2,347 

deaths while as total number of positive cases in 

Jammu division have reached to 138,514 including 

126,946 recoveries and 2,232 deaths.

The officials said that the total number of active 

cases in Jammu and Kashmir are 26,236 including 

16,900 from Kashmir division and 9,336 from 

Jammu division.

With 1,255 more recoveries, the tally of total 

recoveries in Jammu and Kashmir has reached 

341,854 which is 91.73 percent of the total cases.

“Cases tested positive in J&K include 1,745 from 

Srinagar, 791 from Baramulla, 594 from Budgam, 

230 from Pulwama, 93 from Kupwara, 217 from 

Anantnag, 130 from Bandipora, 84 from Ganderbal, 

162 from Kulgam and 20 Shopian in Kashmir 

division while as 1,752 from Jammu division include 

1,131 from Jammu division, 105 from Udhampur, 85 

from Rajouri, 63 from Doda, 100 from Kathua, 89 

from Samba, 05 from Kishtwar, 66 from Poonch, 53 

from Ramban and 55 from Reasi," officials 

disclosed.

Meanwhile, authorities said that no fresh cases 

of Mucormycosis popularly known as black fungus 

was reported in the UT and the tally stands at 51.

As per officials figures, 85,715 positive cases 

including 887 deaths and 78,639 recoveries are from 

Srinagar, 30,051 including 292 deaths and 25,903 

recoveries are from Baramulla, 27,327 including 

24,848 recoveries and 222 deaths are from Budgam, 

16,420 including 15,648 recoveries and 195 deaths 

are from Pulwama, 16,001 including 170 deaths and 

15,080 recoveries are from Kupwara, 18,074 

including 16,563 recoveries and 211 deaths are from 

Anantnag, 11,030 cases including 10,165 and 111 

deaths are from Bandipora, 11,430 including 10,981 

recoveries and 82 deaths are from Ganderbal, 12,409 

including 11,520 recoveries and 118 deaths are from 

Kulgam and 5,698 including 5,561 recoveries and 59 

deaths are from Shopian.

In Jammu division, 61,330 including 54,395 

recoveries and 1,175 deaths are from Jammu 

district, 12,579 including 11,546 recoveries and 143 

deaths are from Udhampur, 11,876 including 11,233 

recoveries and 241 deaths are from Rajouri, 8,365 

including 7,971 recoveries and 138 deaths are from 

Doda, 10,231 including 9,518 recoveries and 156 

deaths are from Kathua, 7,800 including 7,173 

recoveries and 120 deaths are from Samba, 5,015 

including 4,871 recoveries and 44 deaths are from 

Kishtwar, 7,066 including 6,615 recoveries and 103 

deaths are from Poonch, 6,283 including 6,087 

recoveries and 68 deaths are from Ramban and 7,969 

including 7,537 recoveries and 44 deaths are from 

Reasi.

As per the daily information bulletin 5,567,471 

persons in Jammu and Kashmir are under 

observation while 7,599 persons have been kept 

under home quarantine besides that 26,236 persons 

are in isolation.

According to the bulletin, 5,098,676 persons 

have completed the surveillance period and 430,381 

persons are under home surveillance besides that 

so far results of 20,518,023 samples are available. 

Out of 20,518,023 the number of samples tested 

negative stands at 20,145,354 while as 372,669 have 

tested positive, among them 26,236 persons are 

active, 341,854 persons have recovered and 4,579 

persons have died.

Big relief.....

Institutions (LIs) under the scheme for grant of 

ex-gratia payment of difference between compound 

interest and simple interest for six months to 

borrowers in specified loan accounts from March 1, 

2020 to August 31, 2020, when India was hit hard by 

the pandemic, a Finance Ministry said.

As per the data available, about 1,612 LIs have 

23,89,30,080 beneficiaries with a claim of Rs 6,473.74 

crore, out of which Rs 5,500 crore have been 

disbursed earlier, and claims of Rs 973.74 crore was 

pending.

In the context of the Covid-19 pandemic, a 

scheme for grant of ex-gratia payment of difference 

between compound interest and simple interest for 

six months to borrowers in specified loan accounts 

from March 1, 2020 to August 31, 2020 was approved 

by the Cabinet in October 2020, envisaging therein 

an outlay of Rs 5,500 crore. Budget allocation of Rs 

5,500 crore was made for the scheme in FY 2020-

2021. The amount of Rs 5,500 crore, as approved by 

the Cabinet, has been disbursed to SBI, the nodal 

agency under the scheme, for consequent 

reimbursement to lending institutions.

The SBI said that it received consolidated claims 

of Rs 6,473.74 crore approx from lending institutions. 

As Rs 5,500 crore has already been disbursed to SBI, 

approval of the Cabinet was being sought for a 

balance amount of Rs 973.74 crore, which has also 

been approved.

By granting ex-gratia payment of difference 

between compound interest and simple interest 

during the six month moratorium period to 

distressed/vulnerable category of borrowers, 

irrespective of whether the borrower had availed of 

moratorium or not, the scheme would equitably 

help small borrowers bear the stress on account of 

the pandemic and get back on their feet, the Finance 

Ministry said.

Published from a syndicated feed

PM Modi to.....

Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan, the MEA said in 

a statement.

This will be the first engagement of its kind 

between India and the Central Asian countries at 

the level of leaders, it said.

The first India-Central Asia Summit is a 

reflection of India's growing engagement with the 

Central Asian countries, which are a part of India's 

"extended neighbourhood , the MEA said.

Prime Minister Modi paid a historic visit to all 

Central Asian countries in 2015. Subsequently, 

there have been exchanges at high-levels at 

bilateral and multilateral forums.

The inception of the India-Central Asia 

Dialogue at Foreign Ministers' level, the third 

meeting of which was held in New Delhi from 

December 18-20, 2021, has provided an impetus to 

India-Central Asia relations, the MEA said.

The participation of the secretaries of National 

Security Councils of Central Asian countries in the 

Regional Security Dialogue on Afghanistan held in 

New Delhi on November 10, 2021 outlined a common 

regional approach on Afghanistan.

During the first India-Central Asia Summit, the 

leaders are expected to discuss steps to take 

forward India-Central Asia relations to newer 

heights, the MEA said.

They are also expected to exchange views on 

regional and international issues of interest, 

especially the evolving regional security situation.

The summit is symbolic of the importance 

attached by the leaders of India and the Central 

Asian countries to a comprehensive and enduring 

India-Central Asia partnership, the statement said.

Centre to.....

proposal will ensure a greater say of the Centre 

compared to the States and Union Territories or 

from the joint cadre.

The Central move came after it found that states 

have not released adequate numbers of IAS officers 

as part of the central deputation reserve despite 

several reminders by the Ministry of the Personnel.

The officials also said the Centre has proposed 

that each state government shall make available for 

deputation to the central government such a 

number of eligible officers of various levels, to the 

extent of the Central Deputation Reserve prescribed 

under existing regulations, adjusted 

proportionately by the number of officers available 

with the state government concerned against the 

total authorized strength of the state cadre at a 

given point of time.

In case of any disagreement, the matter shall be 

decided by the central government and the state 

government or state governments concerned shall 

give effect to the decision of the central government 

'within a specified time', as the existing rules did not 

mention any time limit for deciding on such 

disagreement.

The Ministry sent the proposal to seek changes 

in IAS (Cadre) Service Rule, 1954, to all the state 

government on December 20 last year and were 

asked to respond by January 5, 2022 with their 

comments.

The Centre had written to all Chief Secretaries 

of states and UTs in June last year, to nominate 

more officers for central deputation at the level of 

deputy secretary, director and joint secretary, 

citing their shortage to the Central Staffing Scheme 

on central deputation.

It was also requested that a larger number of 

officers may kindly be recommended for the 

appointment at Deputy Secretary /Director/Joint 

Secretary level under the Central Staffing Scheme 

so that the central deputation reserve/ deputation 

reserves are duly utilised for this purpose, the 

Ministry had said in letter written to state 

governments.

However, after the Centre's move, sharp 

criticism erupted from West Bengal Chief Minister 

Mamata Banerjee. She urged Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi on Tuesday to roll back the proposal 

as this amendment, if implemented, will affect 

states' administration.

MHA classifies.....

hard areas in joint AGMUT cadre.

“Consequent upon merger of J&K cadre in 

AGMUT cadre, the matter has been examined and 

with the approval of the competent authority, it has 

been decided that Union Territory of Jammu and 

Kashmir and Union Territory of Ladakh may be 

considered as hard areas in joint AGMUT cadre,” 

reads the letter.

As per guidelines governing transfer and 

postings of AGMUT cadre IAS, IPS and IFS officers, 

the states and UTs are classified into categories- 

regular areas and hard areas.

As per categorization done by MHA, Delhi, 

Chandigarh, Goa, Pudducherry, Darda Nagar 

Haveli and Daman & Diu are regular areas while 

Arunchal Pradesh, Mizoram, Andaman & Nicobar 

Islands, Lakshadweep, Jammu and Kashmir and 

Ladakh have been classified as hard areas.

It is worthwhile to mention that J&K had its own 

separate cadre for IAS, IPS and IFS before 

abrogation of Article 370. In January 2020, the 

Centre promulgated an ordinance to merge the 

Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) cadre of All India 

Services officers such as the IAS, IPS and the 

Indian Forest Service (IFoS) with the Arunachal 

Pradesh, Goa, Mizoram and Union Territory 

(AGMUT) cadre. 

All unconnected.....

It was further informed that the Mission aims to 

connect all villages to the broadband network by 

2022, with only 100 such villages left in Jammu and 

Kashmir. The Chief Secretary asked the 

Department of Telecommunications to reconcile the 

data on unconnected villages with the concerned 

Deputy Commissioners and by referring to the 

village maps already uploaded on land records 

portal of the Union territory Government to ensure 

that all unconnected villages are brought on the 

digital network by the end of this financial year.

Moreover, to facilitate universal and equitable 

access to broadband services, a Universal Service 

Obligation Fund (USOF) agreement has been signed 

to provide mobile coverage in 88 uncovered villages 

in the Union territory. Dr. Mehta directed early 

resolution of all pending issues for expeditious 

coverage of these far-flung areas and asked the 

Power Development Department to provide reliable 

electricity supply to the concerned IT installations.

The Chief Secretary directed the district 

administrations to review the district-level 

progress achieved under the National Broadband 

Mission and resolving the pending RoW issues/

cases on regular basis.

SKIMS scientist.....

Day, 2022 on October 07- 08, 2022 in Istanbul, 

Turkey and will receive a cash prize of Rs 2.5 lakh. 

“Hyder is the first international scientist to receive 

this award,” an official said.

Mir said that the work was conducted in 

Influenza Lab, SKIMS under the supervision of 

present Director SKIMS, Dr Parvaiz A. Koul and 

was funded by GIHSN, Spain.

Mir who has also completed his PhD recently 

said that this research was based on the 

surveillance of the circulating influenza virus and 

subsequently the effectiveness of influenza vaccines 

against the circulating strains.

“However, we found that the vaccine was 

partially effective against influenza A H1N1 while 

its effectiveness was zero against influenza B as 

strains were mismatching,” she said.

“It was found that vaccines were being prepared 

against one strain while another strain was 

circulating,” he said, adding that in our research 

paper we have put emphasis on extra stringent 

surveillance so that strains won't get mismatched 

and accordingly vaccines can be prepared which 

will be protective against the circulating strain.

Mir said that he applied for the award in 

October last year and research was conducted in 

the year 2019-20. He has also recently got the ESWI 

Young Scientist award given by the European 

Scientists working group on Influenza. He 

presented the work in Dec 2021 in a virtual 

conference which was attended by around 650 

scientists working worldwide on Influenza.

He said the virus is witnessing drifts and shifts 

that is why there is need of stringent surveillance, 

“so that we can see pre-dominant strains and 

accordingly vaccines can be prepared.”

“People who are interested in research must 

prefer the best mentor instead of choosing more 

sophisticated labs because if your boss is 

supportive, it will be a big boost to your 

career,” he said.

Mir said that researchers must choose 

their boss wisely and should not only research 

about the topic they want to work on but about 

the person that they are going to spend time 

working with.

Mir is the first international scientist to 

receive this award.

Director SKIMS congratulated Mir, said 

such acknowledgement at International level 

are a shot in the arm for researchers at SKIMS 

besides that research is going to be the top 

priority in SKIMS.

Militants attack.....

Militants fired at the bunker on the K.P. 
Road in Anantnag, a police officer said.

"no damage was caused in this incident. 

The area has been cordoned off for searches," 
police said.

Published from a syndicated feed

Centre to.....

for the Central deputation, the Ministry of 
Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions is 
planning to amend the existing service rules 
of IAS (cadre) Rules, 1954, officials said.

According to officials, the Ministry's 
proposal will ensure a greater say of the 

Centre compared to the States and Union 
Territories or from the joint cadre.

The Central move came after it found 
that states have not released adequate 
numbers of IAS officers as part of the central 
deputation reserve despite several reminders 
by the Ministry of the Personnel.

The officials also said the Centre has 
proposed that each state government shall 
make available for deputation to the central 
government such a number of eligible officers 
of various levels, to the extent of the Central 
Deputation Reserve prescribed under existing 
regulations, adjusted proportionately by the 
number of officers available with the state 
government concerned against the total 
authorized strength of the state cadre at a 

given point of time.
in case of any disagreement, the matter 

shall be decided by the central government 
and the state government or state 
governments concerned shall give effect to 
the decision of the central government 
'within a specified time', as the existing rules 
did not mention any time limit for deciding on 

such disagreement.

The Ministry sent the proposal to seek 

changes in IAS (Cadre) Service Rule, 1954, to 
all the state government on December 20 last 
year and were asked to respond by January 5, 
2022 with their comments.

The Centre had written to all Chief 

secretaries of states and uTs in june last year, 

to nominate more officers for central 
deputation at the level of deputy secretary, 
director and joint secretary, citing their 

shortage to the Central Staffing Scheme on 
central deputation.

it was also requested that a larger 

number of officers may kindly be 
recommended for the appointment at deputy 

Secretary /Director/Joint Secretary level 
under the Central Staffing Scheme so that the 
central deputation reserve/ deputation 
reserves are duly utilised for this purpose, the 
Ministry had said in letter written to state 

governments.
However, after the Centre's move, sharp 

criticism erupted from West Bengal Chief 
Minister Mamata banerjee. she urged Prime 

Minister narendra Modi on Tuesday to roll 

back the proposal as this amendment, if 
implemented, will affect states' 

administration.

Published from a syndicated feed

Srinagar To.....

one-way traffic on Thursday, officials said 
here.

“Commuters are advised not to travel on 
the highway without confirming the status of 
road from traffic control unit Jammu or 
Ramban or Srinagar in view of the inclement 
weather prediction issued by MeT 
department,” a traffic department official 
here said in a statement to gns.  

 “However, tomorrow (Thursday), subject 
to fair weather and better road condition 
LMVs (Passenger) / private cars shall be 
allowed from srinagar towards jammu 

(strictly one way) on Jammu-Srinagar 
highway,” the official said. TCU Srinagar shall 
liaise with TCU Ramban before releasing the 
traffic, he said.

He said cut off for LMVs and private cars 
from NAVYUG Tunnel (Qazigund side) is 0800 
hours to 1200 hours “subject to change 
depending on the road position then.” “No 
vehicle shall be allowed before and after cut 
off timings,” he said.

Regarding hMVs and load carriers, he 

said, they shall be allowed from NAVYUG 
Tunnel (Qazigund) towards Jammu after the 
tail of down lMVs crosses naVyug Tunnel.

Meanwhile, Mughal Road, connecting 

shopian with Poonch and Rajouri districts, 

remained closed for vehicular movement in 
view of snow accumulation at Peer Ki Gali.

also,srinagar-sonamarg-gumri road 

remained shut for vehicular movement in 
view of snow accumulation on Zoji la axis and 
has been closed till further orders. Kishtwar-
Sinthan road also remained closed in view of 
snow accumulation, the traffic department 
official said. (GNS)
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JSCL inks pact for execution of 
ambitious Tawi River front 

development project
J

AMMU, JAN 19: Jammu Smart 

City Limited (JSCL) on Wednesday 

signed a contract agreement with Shree 

Balaji Engicons Limited for the 

development of right and left banks of 

River Tawi on the lines of Gujarat’s 

Sabarmati RiverFront.                                    

The agreement was signed and 

exchanged between the Chief Executive 

officer (CEO), JSCL, Avny Lavasa and 

Director, Shree Balaji Engicons Limited 

Vinay Agrawal.

Speaking on the occasion, CEO, 

JSCL, Avny Lavasa said the project 

will add aesthetic value to River Tawi 

by developing natural purification 

capability, besides sustainable 

development of environment and urban 

infrastructure.

She asked the project executing 

agency to complete the construction 

work in the stipulated time frame.                      

Director, Shree Balaji Engicons 

Limited, Vinay Agrawal said that 

they will commence work at the 

earliest. He also assured the CEO, 

JSCL, to complete the ambitious project 

in time.          

Under the project, 3.5 KM (both 

sides) long river front is proposed to 

be completed in 2 phases. The first 

phase starts from 4th bridge to Tawi 

Bridge and phase 2 from Tawi Bridge 

to Gujjar Nagar Bridge. The pathways 

would be constructed on both the sides 

(banks) of the river to provide easy 

access to the public.

This project also comprises bank 

protection of River Tawi with broad 

salient features of construction of 

diaphragm walls, lower promenade, 

retaining wall and embankment 

construction.

The JSCL is focusing on improving 

the quality of life of people by enabling 

local development and harnessing 

technology to create smart outcomes 

for the citizens.

The main components of the 

Jammu Smart City Projects are City 

Beautification, Solid Waste 

Management, IT Enabled 

Infrastructure, Road & Parking 

Improvement, Disaster & Emergency 

Management and Civic infrastructure 

Development.

It is pertinent to mention here the 

JSCL has achieved a milestone after 

signing a contract for the development 

of Tawi riverfront, which has been an 

ambitious project for the city of temples. 

The work on the project will commence 

soon to enhance its overall look and 

open up new avenues for tourism and 

economic development.

Additional CEO, JSCL, Hitesh 

Gupta; Project Director, Sunil Thusu; 

Harviender General Manager; Ashish 

Anand General Manager, Finance and 

Deepika AGM, Urban.

C-DYTE Jammu gives 

wings to aspirants willing 

to join defence forces
JAMMU, JAN 19: Centre for District Youth Training and 

Empowerment Jammu(C-DYTEJ) - an initiative  of District 

Development Commissioner office,  in Collaboration with 

Mission Youth J&K Government, is playing a commendable 

role  to enable young aspirants to join defence forces.

The project was started with an aim to equip the 

district youth, who have a burning desire to get entry 

into the Jammu and Kashmir Police, Paramilitary and 

Indian defence forces, with necessary physical and mental 

skills required for the armed forces recruitment. It also 

aims at chanellizing their energies in the positive direction 

by encouraging activities like sports & recreation, drug 

de-addiction drives, providing facility of libraries/2417 

reading rooms, career counselling,  besides Yoga and 

Meditation Classes etc.

According to the Chairman C-DYTEJ, Anshul Garg, a 

number of eligible Border, Rural and Semi Urban and urban 

young boys are aspiring to be future army/paramilitary 

soldiers and can be found running in evening and morning 

along roadsides due to lack of training (Grounds, equipments, 

trainers etc) facilities at their door steps. Those who are 

above the age bracket of joining defence forces remain 

unskilled/unemployed not due to lack of talent but lack of 

resources like reading rooms, competitive books/online 

study material, coaching institutes, career counselling, 

vocational skill training etc. “So, this idea of scheme was 

developed and  executed” he added.

He also informed that so far Ten (10) centres (09 in 

border blocks and 01 in rural-urban for (girls only) centre 

falling in the revenue sub-divisions of Jammu South, 

Jammu North, R.S.Pura, Marh, Akhnoor, Khour and 

Chowki Choura are working to enhance the academic 

ability  of the jobless youth. These are being run in abandoned 

government buildings, while  physical endurance training 

is being conducted in the grounds in respective blocks. 

These playgrounds are equipped with physical structures 

(Obstacles).

Sharing his views about the C-DYTE, Rohit Kumar (a 

trainee) said that it was his dream to join the Indian defence 

forces but due to unavailability of proper guidance and 

facilities, he was unable to make his dream a reality.

Thanking the government for the initiative to provide 

the facilities for training, he said that C-DYTE has given 

wings to his dreams.

Similar are the thoughts of Pooja Sharma, who is getting 

training under C-DYTE. Pooja said that it is not only an 

opportunity of getting a job in defence forces but also a great 

medium of channelizing energies of youngsters. She added 

that Social values, National Anthem, Patriotic songs are 

part of the training for a bigger mission of inculcating 

humanitarian values and giving right direction to youth 

energies.

The  90 day skill development course is designed to hone 

their physical, academic, social and competitive skills thereby 

completing GD Army syllabus/JKSSB and other competitive 

exams with Yoga & Meditation Classes/modules and Drug 

De-Addiction counseling.

In all a total three batches are trained in a year (i.e. 

lst-Jan to March; 2nd- Mid April to Mid July; 3rd- Mid Sep. 

to Mid December).

A total of 70 trainees are enrolled in each centre after 

medical examination by the medical teams sent by the Chief 

Medical Officer of the District and no fee is charged from 

the enrolled trainees.

To encourage the enrolled youth an amount of Rs 1000/- 

per month is paid to them for maintaining their health. 

They are instructed to take healthy food after hard physical 

and academic sessions daily.

MD&CEO Jammu & Kashmir Bank, 
CGM NABARD call on Lt Governor

J
AMMU, JAN 19: Sh Baldev Prakash, 

who recently joined as the first Managing 

Director and Chief Executive Officer 

(MD&CEO) of the J&K Bank, called on 

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha, at the 

Raj Bhavan here today.

Sh Parkash apprised the Lt Governor 

about the plans to take J&K Bank to the 

forefront in the banking sector and making 

it a key contributor in the development of 

the economy of the Union Territory of Jammu 

and Kashmir.

The Lt Governor asked the MD&CEO 

to explore all possibilities to extend financial 

handholding to the youth through various 

schemes and interventions, besides ensuring 

targeted support to identified segments of 

the economy. He also emphasized the high 

importance of making continuous 

improvements in the functioning of the 

bank and maintaining discipline among 

the bank functionaries to nurture 

transparency and accountability at all 

levels.

The Lt Governor urged the MD&CEO 

to continuously work with dedication in 

providing best financial services to the 

people of the UT and wished him a successful 

tenure ahead.

Meanwhile, Dr Ajay K Sood, Chief 

General Manager, National Bank for 

Agriculture and Rural Development 

(NABARD) also called on the Lt Governor.

The CGM briefed the Lt Governor about 

the various ways in which NABARD is 

playing a pivotal role in credit planning 

and strengthening of Rural Financial 

Institutions, besides providing valuable 

support to the UT Government in its 

assistance under Rural Infrastructure 

Development Fund (RIDF), promotion of 

Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs), 

and other targeted interventions.

Dr Sood also apprised the Lt Governor 

about the status of preparations of the 

upcoming 'UT Credit Seminar' for presenting 

the ‘UT Focus Paper 2022-23' for Jammu & 

Kashmir, covering physical and financial 

potential under Agriculture & allied 

activities and other priority sectors, which 

is being organized in the UT under the 

overall guidance of the Lt Governor.

Awaam ki Awaaz: Lasjan youth thanks LG for considering his 
suggestions regarding sustainable development

JAMMU, JAN 19: After finding 

mention of his suggestions in the 

Awaam ki Awaaz radio programme 

by none other than Lieutenant 

Governor himself, Mir Audil from 

Lasjan, Srinagar felt elated and 

hopeful of these being 

implemented in near future.

Audil's immediate reaction in 

his own words is,“a big thanks to 

LG sahib for considering my views 

worthy for mentioning in his 

address”. At the same time he 

expects their implementation on 

ground for futuristic development 

in the UT.

Audil, who is a trained dentist, 

says that his concern is the 

haphazard scenario of 

constructions without giving heed 

to overall sustainability. He 

suggests for adoption of a 

sustainable housing policy by 

government to enable optimum use 

of resources by people of J&K.

Apart from this he gave 

suggestions for sustainable road 

network. He pleaded for treatment 

of Sewerage water before throwing 

it into the river. He also has plan to 

offer for decongestion of city and 

simultaneously saving it from 

traffic snarls.

Few other suggestions 

included provisions of play fields, 

schools and high-speed internet 

in every habitation for making 

the quality of life plausible here 

in J&K.

Audil describes Awaam ki 

Awaaz as a quite innovative 

platform for listening to 

suggestions and ideas of common 

people. He mentions that 

commitment of present 

dispensation for these publicly 

important sustainable 

development initiatives is required 

for their implementation on 

ground.

GCET Jammu organises online 
Workshop on “Be a Change Maker, 

Become an Entrepreneur- 
Milestones Ahead"

JAMMU, JAN 19: An awareness workshop on "Be a change maker, 

become an entrepreneur- Milestones ahead" was today organised 

by Start-up Cell, Government College of Engineering and Technology, 

Jammu in collaboration with ACIC- RISE Association (Incubator)  

under the patronage of Principal Dr. Sameru Sharma.

The online workshop consisted of two substantive sessions 

examining the components of Start-ups Journey.  Veena Hanamsagar, 

Chief Executive Officer, ACIC RISE Association and Paramjit 

Singh, Founder and Director, RCED Chandigarh focused the 

discussion regarding the entrepreneurial requirements, the 

different barriers that stop the way of an entrepreneur and various 

aspects that shape the future of the start-ups.            Veena Hanamsagar 

discussed the importance of entrepreneurship and the avenues 

that are open for the young entrepreneurs and various facilities 

available at the ACIC RISE Association incubation centre supported 

by the Government of India, NITI Aayog under the AIM mission.

The resource person Paramjit Singh focused on the importance 

of entrepreneurship in driving the Indian success story. He shared 

his experiences and discussed issues and challenges faced by the 

new-age entrepreneurs. While interacting with budding 

entrepreneurs and other participants, Mr. Singh affirmed that 

entrepreneurs could help create a better society through sustainable 

development. He added that supporting and promoting 

entrepreneurship not only has a positive impact on the country’s 

economy and existing businesses but also increases the likelihood 

of finding innovative solutions to social challenges faced by 

communities around the world.  Singh also suggested the participants 

to keep on updating and hone their skills and encompass a realistic 

and practical approach for achieving sustainable success in their 

ventures and other endeavours of their life.

Overall, the interactive session included guidance and direction 

for the young minds to strengthen their professional motives.

Dr. Sameru Sharma, Principal GCET, Jammu emphasized 

the need to recognize the gaps in the market and had a word of 

advice that the budding entrepreneurs should avoid being a straggler 

to successfully capture the market.

She lauded the guidance provided by the speakers and the efforts 

of the organizing team comprising of Dr. Bhawna Sharma, Associate 

Professor & Chairperson Star- up Cell, Er. Sheetal Gandotra, Convenor, 

Start-Up Cell, Dr. Sanjeev Gupta, Coordinator, GCET, Jammu,Dr. 

Vibha Mahajan, Assistant Professor (A.A), Member, T&P Cell, GCET, 

Jammu and student coordinating team including Sunidhi Sharma, 

Jaanvi Sharma, Mandeep Singh and Mohammad Sami.

Cocoon rearing emerges main subsidiary occupation 
of women farmers in Udhampur district

5000 families earn Rs 4.49 crore this year

UDHAMPUR, JAN 19: Sericulture is 

the oldest Agro based labour intensive 

& commercially attractive economic 

Industry. It provides Income & employment 

to rural people especially farmers with 

small and marginal land holdings. It is 

a subsidiary occupation and more than 

5000 families especially women are 

associated with it in Udhampur District. 

The women get job at their door steps 

and can earn with dignity. It is a short 

duration cash crop as the life cycle of 

silkworm is of 25-30 days duration. The 

J&K UT has a special status as its climatic 

conditions are conducive for bivoltine 

cocoon production. There is great demand 

for the bivoltine cocoons in India for 

production of quality silk.

Udhampur District is the leading 

district in cocoon production in J&K 

UT. In the year 2021, the Sericulture 

department distributed 5001.5 ounces 

of silkworm seed among 5130 farmers 

after Chawki rearing.

Recording a bumper harvest, this 

year the district produced 155151 KG 

cocoon and the farmers earned an amount 

of Rs. 4.49 crore.

Mulberry silkworm is a mono-phagus 

as it feeds on only mulberry leaves. 

Mulberry is a hardy plant which can be 

grown in a wide range of climatic conditions. 

For rearing of silkworms, the propagation 

and plantation of mulberry trees is very 

necessary. In Udhampur district the 

department has 15 mulberry nurseries 

for production of mulberry plants. The 

department is providing improved varieties 

of mulberry plants to the farmers free of 

cost and  at their doorstep. In the year 

2020-21, 60300 Mulberry trees were 

distributed among the farmers and this 

year it targets to provide 76300 plants to 

the farmers free of cost.

Helping the farmers with technological 

intervention, in the year 2020-2021 the 

Department distributed 80 Rearing 

Appliances (Kits) in different Zones of 

the District, while in the Year 2021-22, 

it targets to cover 50 beneficiaries under 

the Scheme. In addition, the Department 

also distributes Chawki Reared worms 

to the farmers for rearing. The technical 

staff of the Department provides guidance 

to the rearers during the Rearing period. 

They are advised to maintain proper 

hygiene in the rearing room by using 

the disinfectants (provided by the 

department free of cost), to maintain 

temperature and humidity as per the 

stage of the worms.

Marketing of Cocoons is organised 

by the Directorate of Sericulture, J&K. 

Market Calendar is published and buyers/ 

rearers are intimated well before the 

start of markets. Most of the Buyers 

participating in the markets are from 

West-Bengal, Karnataka and local buyers 

from Kashmir, Jammu and Udhampur. 

Cocoons are marketed by way of Open 

Auction Market system and the highest 

bidder is entitled to purchase the lot 

from the seller i.e Cocoon Growers. All 

the transactions in the market are made 

through DBT. This year approximately 

4000 rearers sold their cocoons in Cocoon 

Auction Market Udhampur. In this regard, 

the progressive rearers get a handsome 

amount by selling their crop. Though 

it is a short duration crop the top cocoon 

growers earn approximately Rs. 0.5 lakh 

annually from sericulture department.

Similarly, the Sericulture Department 

conducts awareness camps from time 

to time to acquaint the cocoon growers 

with latest technological information. 

Department also conducts study tours 

within UT and outside.

3-Day virtual lecturer on career 
opportunities for Humanities graduates 

concludes at GDCW Udhampur
UDHAMPUR, JAN 19: The 3-Day virtual 

Lecture series on Career Opportunities for 

Graduates in Humanities concluded today here 

at Government Degree College for Women, 

Udhampur.

The Lecture Series was organised by the 

Career Counselling Cell of the College under the 

supervision of Convenor, Prof. Jugal Kishore.

Principal of the College Prof. Minu Mahajan 

was the Chief Guest at the valedictory function 

of the series which was   inaugurated by him on 

Jan 17, 2022.

The Principal of the College congratulated 

the Career Counselling Cell of the college for 

organising the event and encouraged them to 

organise more such events in future also. He 

advised the students to reap the benefits of such 

Career oriented Lectures and keep themselves 

abreast with the ever-changing job market scenario 

available to the graduates in Humanities.

The series witnessed 10 lectures delivered 

by 10 different resource persons covering ten 

subjects viz. Education, History, Computer 

Applications, Urdu, English, Hindi, Geography, 

Music, Dogri, Mathematics spanning over five 

sessions with two sessions per day each comprising 

of 2 lectures.

A.K. Raina, Associate Professor in Hindi, 

Dr. Mool Raj, Assistant Professor in Urdu, Dr. 

Mohan Galgotra, Assistant Professor in 

Education,  Yash Paul, Assistant Professor in 

History, Prof. Paramjit Singh, Assistant Professor 

in Computer Applications, Dr. Sumit Sharma, 

Assistant Professor in English, Pooja Bharti, 

Assistant Professor in Geography, Yash Kumar 

Assistant Professor in Music, Neeru Anand, 

Assistant Professor in Dogri, and Jugal Kishore, 

Assistant Professor in Mathematics were the 

10 resource persons and the sessions were 

chaired by Arun Gupta, Librarian, Dr. Amit 

Kumar Sharma, Assistant Professor in Physics,  

Bini Kumar, Assistant Professor in Commerce, 

Jugal Kishore Assistant Professor in Mathematics 

in turns.

All resource Persons through their interactive 

lectures exposed the students to the various 

Career opportunities available to the students 

after graduation in their respective subjects.
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Union Cabinet approves 'safai karamcharis' body term for 3 more yrs
NEW DELHI, JAN 19 (IANS) Ahead 

of the Assembly elections in five 

states, the Union Cabinet chaired by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday 

approved the extension of the National 

Commission for Safai Karamcharis (NCSK) 

term for three years which was set to expire 

on March 31, 2022.

The total financial implication of this 

extension would be nearly Rs 43.68 crore 

and the major beneficiaries would be the 

'safai karamcharis' and identified manual 

scavengers in the country. The number of 

manual scavengers identified under the 

Manual Scavenging Act Survey as on 

December 31, 2021, is 58,098.

The NCSK was established in 1993 as 

per the provisions of the NCSK Act, 1993, 

initially till March 31, 1997. Later, the validity 

of the Act was initially extended up to March 

31, 2002, and thereafter upto February 29, 

2004.The National Commission of Safai 

Karmacharis Act ceased to have effect from 

February 29, 2004, and after that the tenure 

of the Commission has been extended as a 

non-statutory body from time to time through 

resolutions.The NCSK has been giving its 

recommendations to the Union government 

regarding specific programmes for the 

welfare of safai karamcharis, study and evaluate the existing welfare programmes for safai karmacharis, investigate cases 

of specific grievances etc.

As per the provisions of the Prohibition 

of Employment as Manual Scavengers and 

their Rehabilitation Act, 2013, the 

Commission has been assigned the work 

to monitor the implementation of the Act, 

tender advice for its effective implementation 

to the Central and state governments, and 

enquire into complaints regarding 

contravention or non-implementation of 

the provisions of the Act.

Though the government has taken many 

steps for the upliftment of the safai 

karamcharis, the deprivation suffered by 

them in socio-economic and educational 

terms is still far from being eliminated. 

Manual scavenging has been almost 

eradicated but sporadic instances do occur, 

therefore, it also keeps a check on them.

Hazardous cleaning of sewer or septic 

tanks continues to be an area of the highest 

priority for the government, therefore, it 

was the need of the hour that the Commission 

continued to monitor the various 

interventions and initiatives of the 

government for the welfare of safai 

karamcharis and to achieve the goal of 

complete mechanisation of sewer, septic 

tank cleaning and rehabilitation of manual 

scavengers.

Doctors remove mobile phone swallowed by Tihar inmate
NEW DELHI, JAN 19 (IANS) Doctors 

at Delhi's GB Pant Hospital have 

successfully removed a mobile phone 

from the stomach of a Tihar inmate 

who had swallowed it in a bid to hide 

it from the authorities during a surprise 

check.

Director General (Prison), Sandeep 

Goel, told IANS that the mobile phone 

was removed via endoscopy and the 

prisoner has been sent back to the jail.

The incident took place on January 

5 when the inmate lodged at Jail No. 1 

swallowed a mobile phone to hide it 

from the staff while he was being 

searched.

The inmate was immediately taken 

to the Deen Dayal Upadhyay Hospital 

in the city from where he was referred 

to the GB Pant Hospital.

Doctors at the GB Pant Hospital, 

who performed the endoscopy, told 

IANS that it was not the first time that 

they performed the procedure of 

removing a foreign object from a person's 

stomach.

"It was probably the tenth time we 

were doing such a procedure," said 

Siddharth Srivastava from the 

Department of Gastroenterology, GB 

Pant Hospital.

He said that the presence of the 

mobile phone was established with the 

help of an X-Ray and later on they 

performed an endoscopy and removed 

it through the patient's mouth with the 

help of a snare.

He further said that in 2021, the 

doctors at the hospital had published 

a case study in a gastro journal based 

on such a procedure.

Notably, the inmate had swallowed 

the mobile phone on January 5 and the 

procedure was done on January 15, 

which meant that the inmate was 

carrying the mobile phone in his stomach 

for exactly 10 days.

"He was admitted to the hospital 

for over a week and was under constant 

medical observation," the DG Prison 

added.

The Tihar Jail authorities have 

been strengthening the security 

arrangements in the prison following 

the major backlash they received over 

jail officials being caught providing 

facilities to the inmates, including 

cellphones.

Over 40 officials at Tihar Jail have 

been booked by various law enforcement 

agencies during the past six months 

for extending benefits to the prisoners 

in one way or the other.

Goel, in an earlier interview with 

IANS, had said that the Tihar Jail will 

soon have two X-ray based human body 

scanners that can prevent infiltration 

of illegal articles and gadgets inside 

the prison premises.

Goyal said they are installing three 

new towers inside the jail premises 

that would confine the mobile signals 

emanating from the prison.

TN to develop alternatives 
to single use plastic

CHENNAI, JAN 19 (IANS) As part of its ambitious 

Meendum Manjapai (return of cloth bag) campaign, the 

Tamil Nadu government is to develop alternatives for 

single-use plastics. The state is also planning an extensive 

campaign among youth and children against the bad 

effects of plastic and how to get rid of it and instead use 

alternatives.

The state government, according to officials of the 

Department of Environment, is planning to introduce 

modern school bags made of jute and other alternative 

materials and to popularise them among children and 

youth.The environment department will rope in self-help 

groups in all districts to make alternative products to 

single-use plastic. According to Tamil Nadu principal 

secretary (environment), Supriya Sahu there are 14 

alternatives to single-use plastic.

Speaking to IANS, Sahu said, "The alternatives to 

single-use plastics are being made and they have to come 

in the market in large numbers. Until then people will 

resort to single-use plastics and we are in the process of 

creating a campaign among youths and school children 

against the menace of plastic."

Sahu also said that the department has issued orders 

to conduct surprise checks at commercial establishments 

to ensure that the ban is effected in toto. However, with 

no alternatives to single-use plastics in place, people are 

still using plastic bags and other items.

M. R. Manojkumar, environmental activist and 

chairman, Tamil Nadu state institute for research and 

studies of environmental protection based out of 

Kanniyakumari, told IANS that "Of course, the government 

has banned the use of single-use plastics. But where is 

the alternative? We have to revert clearly to the Meendum 

Manjapai campaign as yellow cloth bags were part of 

our culture and this plastic culture is use and throw. Let 

us revert back to cloth bags, jute bags and other bags 

that can be reused thus saving the environment and our 

culture as well."Senior officers of the Tamil Nadu Pollution 

Control Board also agreed that the ban cannot be effective 

unless alternatives are provided. A TNPCB official told 

IANS that cloth and jute bags are the main alternatives 

and large numbers are already being introduced into 

the market. 

Odisha receives 30K OmiSure 
kits, to be used in 4 towns

BHUBANESWAR, JAN 19 (IANS) The Odisha 

government has received 30,000 OmiSure testing 

kits, which will be used on trial run basis in four 

towns of the state to detect the Omicron variant 

of Covid-19, an official said on Wednesday.

Odisha is the first state in India to place an 

order for the OmiSure kits. It had placed orders 

to procure 5 lakh kits, of which 30,000 kits have 

arrived, the official said.

"The OmiSure kits have arrived. There are 

many variants of Covid-19. Omicron is one among 

them, which is highly transmissible. The OmiSure 

kits will be sent to places having a high caseload 

for an internal study," said State director of health 

services, Bijay Mohapatra.

Preliminary, the kits will be sent to Bhubaneswar, 

Berhampur, Cuttack and Rourkela where a high 

number of Covid cases are being detected in 

comparison to other places of the State, he informed.

The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) 

had recently approved the OmiSure kit developed 

by the Tata Medical and Diagnostics Ltd. (Tata 

MD) for RT-PCR detection of the Omicron variant.

At present, the state government is sending 

samples to Institute of Life Sciences (ILS), 

Bhubaneswar for genome sequencing to detect the 

Omicron variant of the SARS-CoV2. So far, the 

state has reported 202 Omicron cases.

Meanwhile, the state has reported 11,607 new 

Covid-19 cases, including 991 cases from 0-18 age 

group, on Wednesday. With these new cases, the 

cumulative positive tally increased to 11,67,094, 

and active cases rose to 84,770.The death toll mounted 

to 8,494 with six fresh Covid fatalities. Two deaths 

were reported from Khurda district and one each 

from Bhadrak, Cuttack, Jagatsinghpur.

Bookies give 230 seats in UP to BJP in early trends, 130 to Samajwadi Party
N

EW DELHI, JAN 19 (IANS) 

Bookies in Uttar Pradesh Pradesh's 

Hapur-Meerut, running the 'Satta 

Bazaar', are betting high on the ruling 

BJP to triumph in the February-March 

Assembly elections, giving it around 

230 of the total 403 seats. The Samajwadi 

Party comes second with 130 seats.

The bookies are not giving seats 

to the Congress and the Aam Aadmi 

Party yet, saying that they were 

speaking on the basis of their early 

trends and the situation might change 

in the coming phases of the multi-stage 

elections. But as of now, they are 

plumping for the BJP.

As per their own trends, the BJP 

will suffer a loss of around 60 to 70 

seats, but will emerge as the strongest 

player in the UP election.

"Though a lot of things have gone 

against the BJP but also they are going 

to nail it. The BJP rolled back the 

agricultural bills. Lakhimpur Kheri 

incident was also against the saffron 

party. But also we have found that they 

are going to make it again. They are 

winning around 230 seats as per our 

trend. The Samajwadi Party is winning 

130 seats. In the coming phase of 

elections, this tally might change, but 

this would be a mild change what we 

expect," said bookie 'Kapil' (name 

changed on request).

Another bookie, who refused to be 

named, said that as of now, they were 

betting on the number of seats which 

the BJP and the SP were going to win. 

He said that rest of the things will be 

cleared in the next phase of the election.

"We are offering 1,000 for 1,000 as 

of now for BJP. After the first phase 

of elections, this might change into 

1,000 to 5,000 or 10,000 depending on 

the current trends. We are giving 230 

seats to BJP on the basis of our sessions 

trends. We do not have any rate for 

Congress. The session rate of the 

Samajwadi Party is for 130 seats," said 

the bookie.

The bookies said that as they were 

not betting on the name of Chief 

Minister. They said that name can 

change as per the party's choice, and 

they were only betting in the name of 

the party, and the total seats the parties 

are going to win.

"Who will be the CM is not on our 

list. We are betting on the party and 

the total seats which they are going to 

win. After each phase of elections, the 

rates will change," said the bookie.

Mother, four
 kids found dead 

in Delhi

NEW DELHI, JAN 19 (IANS) A 

woman and her four children were 

found dead in the national capital's 

Shahdara area, an official said on 

Wednesday.

Deputy Commissioner of Police 

(Shahdara district), R. 

Sathiyasundaram, said that a PCR 

call was received at around 1.30 p.m. 

on Wednesday, stating that four to 

five people are lying unconscious 

on the fifth floor of a building in Old 

Seema Puri area.

On reaching the spot, the police 

found four persons dead -- the woman 

and her three kids.

As the police inquired, it was 

found that six persons -- Mohit Kalia, 

35, his wife Radha, 30, two daughters 

aged 11 and 4 and two sons aged 8 

and 3 -- had shifted to the one-room 

rented accommodation just a day 

ago.

When Mohit woke up in the 

morning, he found his wife and the 

three kids dead after which he rushed 

his youngest son to a nearby hospital 

where he was also declared brought 

dead.

The officials told IANS that prima 

facie it looks like the cause of the 

deaths was due to suffocation as a 

fireplace was found just next to the 

dead bodies.

"There was no ventilation inside 

the room," said the officials.

A forensic team has reached the 

spot to collect crucial evidences.

"Further probe is on," the police 

said.

The bodies have been sent for 

post-mortem and the actual cause 

of the deaths can be ascertained 

once the reports are received, the 

DCP informed.

2 'Unattended bags' found days after IED recovery 
creates flutter in east Delhi (2nd Ld)

N
EW DELHI, JAN 19 (IANS) 

Two unattended bags found in 

the East Delhi triggered panic on 

Wednesday, five days after a 3kg IED 

was recovered and defused in the 

same part of the National Capital.

However, the bags did not contain 

any explosives and turned out to be 

a case of bag lifting, police confirmed 

to IANS.

Deputy Commissioner of Police 

(East District) Priyanka Kashyap 

said that a PCR call was received at 

the Kalyanpuri police station around 

12.30 p.m. stating that two suspicious 

bags were lying unattended near 

metro flyover pillar no 59.

"On receiving the information, 

the police staff was rushed to the 

spot, the DCP said, adding that the 

entire area was then condorned off.

Meanwhile, a Bomb Disposal 

Squad of the Delhi Police had also 

reached the spot and found that there 

was nothing suspicious in it. "Further 

from documents in the bag, it was 

found that it belonged to a person 

named Somesh Gupta. He was called 

and further inquiry is on," officials 

said.

They further said one of the bags 

contained a laptop and a mobile phone 

while the other had few documents 

and personal belongings of its owner.

The recovery led to panic in the 

area as the incident came just five 

days after a 3 Kg Improvised Explosive 

Device was found concealed in an 

unattended bag at the Ghazipur Flower 

Market area of Delhi, less than a 

fortnight ahead of January 26, 

Republic Day.

Delhi Police had already 

strengthened the security 

arrangements in the national capital 

after they received intelligence inputs 

of a possible terror attack in the city 

ahead of the Republic Day.

Delhi Police Commissioner 

Rakesh Asthana, a day ago, in an 

order said that as per the reports, 

certain criminal or anti-social 

elements or terrorists inimical to 

India may pose a threat to the safety 

of the general public, dignitaries and 

vital installations.

In view of this, Asthana also put 

a ban on the use of sub-conventional 

aerial platforms like para-gliders, 

para-motors, hang gliders, unmanned 

aerial vehicles (UAVs), unmanned 

aircraft systems (UAS), micro-light 

aircraft, remotely-piloted aircraft, 

hot air balloons, small-size powered 

aircraft, quadcopters or even para-

jumping from aircraft etc.

Ropeway linking McLeodganj 
with Dharamsala opened

DHARAMSALA, JAN 19 (IANS) Now a ropeway 

has linked this Himachal Pradesh town with 

McLeodganj, the abode of Tibetan spiritual 

leader the Dalai Lama.

Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram 

Thakur on Wednesday inaugurated the 1.8-km 

long ropeway constructed with an outlay of Rs 

207 crore.

The Chief Minister said the construction 

of the ropeway was started in 2018 and has been 

developed under Design-Build-Finance-Operate-

Transfer (DFBOT) mode as under public-private 

partnership by Dharamsala Ropeway Ltd and 

Himachal Pradesh Tourism and Civil Aviation 

Department.

Thakur said the ropeway would go a long 

way in solving the traffic problem of McLeodganj 

and also prove as an added tourist attraction.

The ropeway would carry 1,000 people per 

hour in one direction and the total time taken 

by a trolley to reach McLeodganj from Dharamsala 

is 5 minutes.

It has 10 towers and two stations. Mono-cable 

detachable gondola technology has been used 

in the project.

McLeodganj is a quaint town about 500 km 

from Delhi. It is home to thousands of Tibetans 

who found a second abode to preserve their 

unique faith, culture and identity.

Members of the hospitality industry say 

there will be a rise in the footfall of tourists, 

resulting in a spike in earnings, with the ropeway. 

Even local Tibetan shopkeepers are feeling 

happy.

Report on three infants' deaths after 
vaccination submitted to K'taka CM

BELAGAVI, JAN 19 (IANS) Belagavi 

District Commissioner M. G. Hiremath 

on Wednesday said that he had 

submitted the preliminary 

investigation report to Karnataka 

Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai in 

the case of the death of three babies 

after receiving measles-rubella 

vaccines in the district.

"The discussion is on providing 

compensation for the families who 

have lost the babies," he added.

Speaking to the media, he said 

the report has been sent to the Chief 

Minister which has been submitted 

by the Belagavi Immunization 

Monitoring Officer, Eshwar Gadad.

Hiremath said that the details of 

the report can't be made public and 

further investigation is being taken 

up.

"Vials have been sent to the 

manufacturing unit as well as to 

laboratories. Once they give the report, 

there will be more clarity. There is 

no provision of compensation for deaths 

due to vaccinations but there is one 

under the Chief Minister's Relief Fund 

for which there are certain criteria."

"We will recommend to the Joint 

Secretary for compensation," he said.

An initial probe into the death of 

the three babies has revealed that the 

nurse who had obtained the vaccination 

vials on Tuesday from the pharmacist 

had kept them in a hotel fridge along 

with food items, violating all protocols.

This led to bacterial infection and 

after the administration of these 

vaccines the three babies died due to 

aseptic shock syndrome. Two deaths 

were reported after being vaccinated 

at Bochagala camp on January 12 

while one death was reported from 

Mallapura camp on January 11 in 

Ramdurg taluk.

As many as 17 babies were 

vaccinated at Bochagala and four 

babies had received vaccine jabs at 

Mallapura. Two girls, one 18-months-

old and another 12-months-old, are 

recovering in hospital.

Karnataka Health Minister K. 

Sudhakar had given orders to suspend 

nurse Salma and pharmacist Jayaram.

Eshwar Gadad said that as per 

the protocol the vaccination vials have 

to be taken from the primary health 

centre (PHC) to vaccination camps 

and must be returned to the PHC.

"Nurse Salma should not have 

carried the vials and kept them in a 

hotel fridge.
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Tonga volcano relief efforts face challenges: UN
U

NITED NATIONS, JAN 19 (IANS) 

Relief efforts following the Tonga 

volcano eruption face the challenge of 

severed communications, falling ash closing 

the major airport and strict anti-Covid 

measures, UN officials said.

They said the casualty toll remained 

at three dead and an unknown number of 

people injured, Xinhua news agency reported.

"Need assessments by the Tongan 

authorities are ongoing and should provide 

a better estimate of what is required of the 

international community," said Stephane 

Dujarric, the chief spokesman for UN 

Secretary-General Antonio Guterres. "We 

are on standby with teams and emergency 

supplies, and stocks in Tonga are being 

readied for distribution once humanitarian 

needs are identified."

"Our staff there are working to assist 

coordination and response efforts in-

country," he told a regular press briefing. 

There are 23 UN workers in Tonga -- 22 

local hires and one international staffer.

In a video conference, Jonathan Veitch, 

the UN acting resident and humanitarian 

coordinator for Fiji, the Solomon Islands, 

Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu, spelled out 

challenges following Saturday's eruption.

Communications within the 36 inhabited 

of the nation's 169 islands were limited to 

satellite phones, as was the capital Nuku'alofa 

and between Tonga and the outside world.

The major submarine communications 

cable was severed, cutting voice, video and 

internet services. Still, Veitch said, "I'm 

able to send basic messages by SMS (Small 

Message Service --text) to our colleagues 

through satellite systems, and we hope 

that soon phones will be back up and 

running."

While the natural choice for 

humanitarians is to fly in relief, Veitch 

said the Nuku'alofa airport remained closed 

because workers were unable to finish 

clearing ashfall. He said ships sailing from 

Australia and New Zealand would take six 

to eight days to arrive in a Tonga port.

He also said there is a question of just 

how the authorities would handle people 

coming to Tonga when it has extremely 

strict protocols against COVID-19. No cases 

have been reported in the nation. Authorities 

are keen to keep the country COVID-free, 

especially in light of past Pacific island 

populations wiped out by rampant disease.

While there are no casualties among 

the 23 UN workers, there are an unknown 

number of injuries on outlying islands, 

Veitch said.

He said damage reports from those 

islands are coming in slowly. 

The coordinator said it is possible that 

damage on the outlying islands may not 

be as severe since they are further from 

the volcano. The eruption occurred only 

65 km from the main island of Tongatapu, 

home of the capital.

"We are concerned about the water 

situation," Veitch said. "I haven't heard 

that people have run out of water which 

would be obviously an emergency situation. 

Of course we have heard that shops are 

running out of food and also there has been 

quite a lot of ... mass purchasing as always 

happens in these circumstances, including 

of water and of food supplies too."

Technicians are examining a 

desalination plant on the main island to 

see if it is ready to go back online. The 

expected ships carry water, food, emergency 

supplies and even desalination plants.

The sooner, the better to get the supplies, 

the coordinator said. "It is urgent."

Afghan aircraft parked abroad unlikely to be returned
NEW DELHI, JAN 19 (IANS) The 

Pentagon has said that no final decision 

has been made about the Afghan aircraft 

parked in Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, 

but it is likely that these aircraft will 

not be returned to Afghanistan, Tolo 

News reported.

At a press briefing on Tuesday, 

Pentagon spokesperson John Kirby, 

in response to a question on the fate 

of the aircraft, said "it is safe to assume" 

that the aircraft will not be sent back 

to Afghanistan.

"I don't have any update on it for 

you or any decision about how they 

will be handled. But it is safe to assume 

that they will not be sent into 

Afghanistan to be used by the Taliban," 

he said, as per the report.

He said the US is still working 

towards a decision about the aircraft.

Kirby's remarks follow comments 

by acting Afghan Defense Minister 

Mawlawi Mohammad Yaqoob, who on 

January 11 at a ceremony in Kabul 

called on Tajikistan and Uzbekistan 

to return Afghan aircraft.

"Our aircraft that are in Tajikistan 

or Uzbekistan should be returned. We 

will not allow these aircraft to remain 

abroad or to be used by those countries," 

he said.

According to reports, before the 

fall of the former government, 

Afghanistan had over 164 active military 

aircraft and now only 81 are in the 

country. The rest were taken out of 

Afghanistan and brought to different 

countries.

S. Korea gets ready for Saudi Arabia's nuclear power project
SEOUL, JAN 19 (IANS) The South 

Korean government has completed 

preparations for Saudi Arabia to 

resume its procedure for a nuclear 

power project, a Seoul minister 

said on Wednesday.

Moon Sung-wook, South Korea's 

minister of trade, industry and 

energy, told reporters that "no 

visible progress" has been made 

in Saudi Arabia's nuclear power 

project since the kingdom selected 

five countries -- South Korea, the 

US, France, Russia and China -- as 

preferred bidders in 2018, Yonhap 

news agency reported.

The industry minister, who is 

accompanying President Moon 

Jae-in on his weeklong trip to the 

Middle East, said South Korea has 

emphasised its technology on 

nuclear plants "in preparation for 

the Saudi nuclear power project 

to be proceeded at any time."

President Moon Jae-in held 

talks with Saudi Arabia's de facto 

ruler Crown Prince Mohammed 

bin Salman on Tuesday.

During the talks, Moon 

expressed his confidence that South 

Korea will become an "optimal 

partner" for Saudi Arabia's plans 

to build nuclear power plants, 

according to Moon's spokesperson 

Park Kyung-mee.Oil-rich Saudi 

Arabia has planned to build two 

nuclear reactors by 2030.

If won, it will be the second 

chance for South Korea to tap into 

the Middle East market following 

a $20 billion contract with the UAE 

in 2009.

Data show US mass 
shootings continue 

unabated

HAVANA, JAN 19 (IANS) The US saw up to 17 

mass shootings by January 15 in the new year, 

Cuba-based news agency Prensa Latin reported.

"Last year, 20,658 people lost their lives in the 

US due to firearms incidents and 691 mass shootings 

were recorded," Prensa Latin cited data from the 

Gun Violence Archive, a US website that tracks gun 

incident trends.

Other statistics "revealed that deaths with such 

devices rose more than 24 percent in 2021 compared 

to 2019," Xinhua reported citing Prensa Latin news 

agency.

For now, "the US holds the sad world record for 

possessing more guns than people within its geographic 

borders," the media outlet said.

Turkey, Serbia agree to bring 3 ethnic leaders 
together to solve Bosnian crisis

A
NKARA, JAN 19 (IANS) Turkey and 

Serbia have agreed to bring together 

leaders of Bosnians, Croats, and Serbs in a 

bid to solve the crisis in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, Turkish President Recep Tayyip 

Erdogan has said.

"Let's bring together three leaders of 

Bosnians, Croats and Serbs and accomplish 

this. We have come to this decision. This 

meeting may be in Belgrade, maybe in 

Istanbul," Erdogan said after a meeting on 

Tuesday with his Serbian counterpart 

Aleksandar Vucic in the capital Ankara.

"After the elections in Serbia, we want 

to bring the leaders of this tripartite group 

together and hold a meeting where we can 

take steps to ensure the territorial integrity 

of Bosnia and Herzegovina," the Turkish 

President said in a joint press conference 

with Vucic at the Turkish presidency, Xinhua 

news agency reported.

We "strongly and decisively" confirmed 

the importance they attach to the peace and 

stability of the Balkans, Erdogan noted, 

adding "Serbia's support for the sovereignty 

and territorial integrity of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina is very important for the peace 

and stability of out region"

Elaborating on bilateral relations between 

Turkey and Serbia, Erdogan said the two 

countries increased their trade to $2 billion 

in 2021 with an increase of 34 percent, noting 

their goal is to reach $5 billion.

According to Erdogan, more than 1,300 

Turkish companies operate in Serbia and 

employ about 8,000 people, and Turkey's 

total investments in Serbia have increased 

from $1 million to $250 million in the last 

decade.

For his part, Vucic stressed stability 

and security in the region and underlined 

the importance of the Dayton Accords signed 

on December 14, 1995, in Paris that put an 

end to the three-and-a-half-year-long Bosnian 

war.

"I told President Erdogan that we are 

extremely respectful of the territorial integrity 

of Bosnia and Herzegovina," Vucic said.

Bosnia and Herzegovina has been de 

facto divided into the Serb Republic and a 

Muslim federation dominated by Bosnians 

and Croats since 1995.

The Balkan country has seen a separatist 

push since Milorad Dodik, the Serb member 

of the country's tripartite Presidency, stepped 

up moves to weaken the country's Central 

government.

Kenyan security forces 
kill 15 al-Shabab militants 

in coastal region

LAMU, JAN 19 (IANS) Kenyan security forces have 

killed 15 al-Shabab militants following a successful 

operation in the Bodhei area within the vast Boni forest 

in the coastal county of Lamu.

The Kenya Defense Force (KDF) commander involved 

in the operation said on Tuesday that an unknown 

number of militants were also injured in the raid after 

their camps were bombed on Monday evening.

The KDF official who declined to be named revealed 

that the ground troops were supported by attack helicopters 

and artillery fire to raid the militants' bases which 

were located just about 40 kms from a local shopping 

centre, Xinhua news agency reported.

He said some of the slain militants are suspected 

to be part of the gang behind the recent attacks in the 

Lamu region that left over 15 people dead.

"We believe the militants were part of those who 

attacked villagers here recently. Our officers have 

successfully conducted a raid and destroyed two al-

Shabab command and logistics bases in Bodhei," the 

KDF commander said.The militant group is believed 

to have fighters operating in the area's Boni forest that 

has a poor communication network and terrain slowing 

down police operations.

The security forces involved in the overnight raid 

are part of the multi-agency team conducting the 

Operation Amani Boni that was launched in 2015 with 

the major objective being to flush out al-Shabab militants 

believed to be hiding inside the Boni forest.

Security sources privy to the operation said improvised 

explosive devices (IEDs), communication equipment, 

several uniforms, AK 47 rifles, two machine guns and 

bullets were recovered during the raid.

Heavy rain kills 10 in Madagascar
ANTANANARIVO, JAN 19 (IANS) Ten people 

died after heavy rain in Antananarivo, capital 

of Madagascar, and its surrounding areas on 

Monday night, the risk and disaster management 

office reported.

About 500 people were displaced and two 

people were injured, according to the office's 

latest report. The heavy rain also caused material 

damage including collapsed houses and flooded 

fields, Xinhua news agency reported.

The heavy showers began on Monday night 

and continued into the early hours of Tuesday 

morning in the region.

The authority for the protection against floods 

also issued on Tuesday a notice of danger in the 

plain of Antananarivo crossed by the river Sisaony.

Madagascar is in the midst of the rainy season 

that often results in casualties and widespread 

damage.

ETHIOPIAN MAN FOUND DEAD 
IN SOUTH KOREAN RIVER

SEOUL, JAN 19 (IANS) The South Korean 

police on Wednesday said that they were looking 

into the case of an Ethiopian man found dead 

in the western part of the Han River here.

According to officials, a witness discovered 

the body of the 37-year-old man floating near 

the northern foot of the Han River Bridge at 

1.40 p.m. and reported it to the police, Yonhap 

news agency reported.

Authorities said a passport was found with 

him, and there were no visible signs of a crime 

being committed. The body was transferred to 

a hospital, they added.Officials are investigating 

the cause of death without excluding the 

possibility of suicide, they added.

Omicron causes 95% of Morocco's new 
Covid cases: Health Ministry

RABAT, JAN 19 (IANS) The Omicron 

variant has caused 95 per cent of the new 

Covid-19 infections in Morocco, the 

country's ministry of health has said.

The virus is still spreading with high 

circulation, and community transmission 

is approaching its peak, said the ministry 

in a periodical report.

Morocco has been undergoing the 

third wave of Covid for five weeks, it said, 

adding 46,569 cases were added during 

the last week, marking an increase of 33 

per cent, Xinhua news agency reported.

A total of 536 coronavirus cases were 

recorded in intensive care units during 

the past week, while there were only 42 

during the first week of the wave, according 

to the report.A total of 65 Covid deaths 

were reported from January 3 to 17, with 

70 per cent unvaccinated, it said.

Morocco on Tuesday reported 7,756 

Covid cases and 18 deaths over the past 

24 hours.A total of 24,622,584 people in 

the North African country have received 

the first dose of Covid vaccine while the 

number of the double-vaccinated has 

reached 23,022,549, and the third booster 

shot has covered 3,921,889, according to 

the ministry.

World Bank approves new financing to 
Cambodia for education improvement

PHNOM PENH, JAN 19 (IANS) The World 

Bank has approved new financing to help 

Cambodia improve equitable access to basic 

education, according to its press release 

on Wednesday.

The World Bank will provide a $60 

million credit through its International 

Development Association to Cambodia, 

the release said.

The funding will support the five-year 

General Education Improvement Project, 

which seeks to establish and develop human 

resources and a knowledge-based society 

in the country, Xinhua news agency reported.

"Cambodia has certainly made great 

achievements in expanding access to 

education, but equitable access to education 

for certain groups of children, such as those 

living in remote areas, coming from poor 

families or ethnic minority communities, 

and those living with disabilities, remains 

an issue," said World Bank country manager 

for Cambodia Maryam Salim.

"Further, student learning outcomes 

have been greatly affected by the prolonged 

school closures caused by the Covid 

pandemic. We strongly hope that the project 

will address these challenges and build 

back better," she said.

The project's key activities will include 

implementing a school-based management 

programme, providing capacity development 

to school leaders, teacher trainers, and 

educational staff, and improving learning 

environments, the press release said.

The project calls for construction and 

rehabilitation of school buildings, science 

laboratories, teacher training institutions, 

dormitories for teachers, and special 

education schools, purchase of education 

technology equipment, as well as support 

for students with disabilities, it added.
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Caution before Budget: 'Wealth tax or any 
other new tax will do more harm than good'
N

EW DELHI, JAN 19 (IANS) Any 

new tax like wealth tax or others 

at this point could do more harm than 

good, SBI Research has cautioned ahead 

of the Union Budget to be tabled in the 

Parliament on February 1.

If the disinvestment of LIC passes 

through in FY22, the government might 

be ending the fiscal with a large cash 

balance of Rs 3 lakh crore. This can 

come handy in supporting a large part 

of the government fiscal deficit without 

taking recourse to market borrowings, 

the report said.

"We caution that any new tax like 

wealth tax or others at this point could 

do more harm than benefit," it said.

Regarding sector-specific 

suggestions, SBI Research said 6.33 

crore MSME units in India contribute 

29 per cent to India's GDP, employing 

over 11 crore workers. Credible source 

to verify cashflow and seamless access 

for banks to GST 4 /ITR on real-time 

basis should be allowed for lending to 

SMEs, it said.

Separately, availability of real time 

information on a single window by the 

government through a regulatory 

architecture from various sources viz. 

income tax, Ministry of Corporate 

Affairs (Registrar of Companies), 

Customs, land records, SEBI, credit 

information companies, banks and 

courts (for legal cases if any) for a 

company/borrower, will significantly 

enable informed credit decision in the 

future for all borrowers.

The Covid-19 pandemic has created 

a renewed interest in the MSME space 

with a behavioural shift in bank lending 

to such units, surpassing all expectations 

on the back of the ECLG scheme launched 

by the government.

The Emergency Credit Line 

Guarantee (ECLG) scheme must be 

extended with necessary policy tweaks 

till FY23. This will also enable completion 

of the entire targeted Rs 4.5 lakh crore 

of credit flow under this scheme, SBi 

Research said.

Additionally, given the little success 

of the federal guarantee scheme of 

CGTMSE in anchoring SMEs in its two 

decades odd existence, the Budget should 

explore reorienting the institution along 

the lines of US-SBA as a facilitator 

towards starting and expanding business 

by SMEs.

Such an agency should be singularly 

entrusted with a complete end-to-end 

digital platform with primary focus 

on cash flow-based lending by financial 

intermediaries.

SBI Research has suggested that 

renewal of Kisan Credit Card (KCC) 

loans of small and marginal farmers 

and for loans of other categories of 

farmers for amounts up to Rs 3 lakh, 

the payment of interest should be an 

enough condition for renewal.

Additionally, the interest subvention 

benefit which at present accrues only 

for crop cultivation and working capital 

loans for allied agricultural activities 

can be extended to cover term loans 

for investment credit purposes availed 

by small and marginal farmers without 

increasing the overall loan limit.

This will spur investment credit 

for minor purposes on the field, including 

drip irrigation, scientific mulching, 

land development for rainwater 

harvesting, water pumps, water shed 

management etc. at the individual farm 

level.

The above measure has the potential 

to also reduce credit cost for banks 

considerably on KCCs as NPAs can be 

prevented more easily, and if the above 

suggestion is agreed upon by the RBI, 

interest rate on KCC loans can be further 

reduced.

As on March 31, 2021, the data suggest 

that KCC loans for ASCBs aggregated 

to about Rs 7.53 lakh crore through 7.3 

crore active KCC card users, which 

constitute about 55 per cent of the total 

agricultural loans outstanding by all 

the banks.

It is intriguing that access to KCC 

loans is renewed every year only after 

the farmer has paid both the principal 

and interest amount in totality.

SBI Research has suggested to 

rationalise the existing taxation 

structure on contractual savings to 

promote savings. Under 80TTB, interest 

income from deposits by senior citizen 

(savings bank accounts, fixed deposits, 

recurring deposit accounts) up to Rs 

50,000 is exempted from income tax. 

This threshold may be increased to Rs 

1,00,000, which will have fiscal cost of 

only Rs 2,000 crore (around 7 bps FD).

It has also suggested a medical 

savings account wherein a part of the 

advance tax goes to Mediclaim policy 

-- thus enabling customers to take 

advantage of EMIS.

A scheme to deduct interest from 

savings account and pay towards 

Mediclaim policy can be thought of.

The total number of savings bank 

accounts in India is 130 crore (excluding 

the Jan Dhan accounts which are possibly 

covered under Ayushman Bharat). If 

we take the average balance in such 

amount (Rs 1,215) as the insurance 

amount, the account holder can get up 

to Rs 50,000 as annual insurance cover 

that can be even tweaked to include 

medical expenses, SBI Research said.

The government should consider 

exempting health insurance products 

from GST, at least for all retail and 

health focused products. At a time when 

governments are grappling with 

pandemic scenarios, they can look at 

making health insurance more 

affordable, it said.

The hare of retail sector in exports 

is very small, less than 5 per cent. SBI 

Research has suggested that special 

export promotion scheme covering 

end-to-end solution should be formulated. 

The retail trade policy must reward 

retail trade models that encourage 'Make 

in India' and 'Vocal for Local'.

The policy must create incentives 

for domestic platforms to emerge and 

reduce the share of foreign-funded 

platforms.

The government may consider legal 

measures to separate data aspect of the 

platform/retail business from sales to 

reduce the misuse of user data and 

prevent sellers for gaining dominant 

position in the supply chain.

On exports, SBI Research has 

suggested an automatic coverage of all 

exports under guarantee scheme and 

a dedicated portal for capturing 

international market opportunities/

business leads for export of goods and 

services from India.

On real estate, it said the SWAMIH 

(Special Window for Funding Stalled 

Affordable and Middle Income Housing 

Project) scheme could be extended to 

all stalled residential projects without 

monetary cap.

The condition of net-worth positive 

projects should be continued. Residential 

real estate GST may be removed, which 

is currently at 5 per cent, as this will 

encourage buyers. Growth in this sector 

has multiplier effect on the Indian 

economy, it added.

For manufacturing, it called for 

extending PLI scheme to the labour-

intensive sectors, interest subvention 

on loans for new manufacturing units, 

incentives for MSME units, which bring 

down their cash transactions to say 

less than 10 per cent.

Mergers and acquisitions have 

become the order of the day and they 

are a necessity for consolidation of 

industries. This is seen as great 

opportunity for the banks to fund both 

equity/debt part of such corporate 

restructuring, hence regulatory 

guidelines may be modified favourably.

SBI Research suggested that 

resolution of stressed assets through 

NCLT should conclude maximum within 

270 days, which should also include 

appellate and any court intervention 

so as to restrict depletion of assets and 

eventually the haircut suffered by the 

banks.

It also suggested a law to ensure 

time-bound debt recovery in non-NCLT 

cases, say maximum of six months.

Clarity in laws to ensure timebound 

enforcement of contracts/agreements. 

Bad loans pursued only against the 

defaulters from recovery point of view, 

and fixed timelines for action by law 

enforcement agencies with recovery-

based incentives, it further suggested.

Solar module making capacity set 

to soar 400% by FY25: Crisil
NEW DELHI, JAN 19 (IANS) India's solar module 

manufacturing capacity is set to rise by almost 

400 per cent by fiscal 2025, compared with fiscal 

2021, said ratings agency Crisil.

The trend will be supported via strong demand, 

favourable policies, likely improvement in energy 

efficiency, and price competitiveness, it said.

Besides, with the government supporting 

domestic manufacturers through policy measures, 

their competitiveness relative to the Chinese is 

expected to improve.

The imposition of 40 per cent custom duty on 

imported modules and the Production-Linked 

Incentive (PLI) scheme's benefits will not only 

eliminate the existing price gap, but may even 

make domestic module competitive by 2-3 cents 

per watt at current prices, Crisil said.

These supply-side interventions are 

complemented by growing demand due to continuing 

government thrust on renewables, and sharper 

focus of the private sector on the environmental, 

social and governance, or ESG, norms.

Consequently, India's solar capacity 

implementation is expected to rise to 14 GW per 

annum between fiscals 2022 and 2024, and further 

beyond that given aggressive renewable energy 

plans.

This plan, the agency said, will drive demand 

for cells and modules.

In addition to price competitiveness, developers 

may prefer domestic modules because they get 

better control of the supply chain and timely supplies 

compared with imports.

It will also help developers offset risks from 

surging freight cost seen in the recent past.

Aditya Jhaver, Director, Crisil Ratings, said: 

"We estimate Rs 50,000 crore of investments across 

the value chain for capacity building in India 

through fiscal 2025."

"Module and cell manufacturing capacity is 

estimated to increase by 30-35 GW each, while 

under the PLI scheme, we may also see backward-

integration into polysilicon and wafer capacities."

ICICI Lombard General 
posts Rs 958.50 crore PAT

CHENNAI, JAN 19 (IANS) Non-life insurer ICICI 

Lombard General Insurance Company Ltd closed the 

nine month period, ended December 31, 2021, with a 

net profit of Rs 958.50 crore, said a top company official.

The net profit was down from about Rs 1,127.37 

crore posted during corresponding period the previous 

year, Bhargav Dasgupta, Managing Director & CEO 

told reporters.

ICICI Lombard had earned a total premium of 

about Rs 13,561 crore during the period under review, 

up from about Rs 10,760 crore earned for the period 

ended December 31, 2020.

The company's combined ratio for the period under 

review stood at 111 per cent up from 99.1 per cent 

registered during the previous year's corresponding 

period.

According to him, the Covid-19 related claims for 

the nine months ended December 31, 2021 was about 

Rs 530 crore.

While Dasgupta wanted the insurance regulator 

to revise upwards the premium rates for motor third 

party premium, when queried on detariffing of the 

rates, he said it should be accompanied with the 

implementation of the amended Motor Vehicles Act.

He said the benchmark rates proposed by the 

Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of 

India (IRDAI) is not going back to the administered 

pricing regime, but an advisory based on the reinsurer's 

views.

DGCA initiates probe into 
'near miss' incident over 

Bengaluru (Lead)
NEW DELHI, JAN 19 (IANS) India's civil aviation 

regulator, the Directorate General of Civil Aviation 

(DGCA) has commenced investigation into an alleged 

incident of "mid-air near miss" involving two IndiGo 

flights.

The purported safety related lapse occurred on 

January 7 after the two flights took-off from Bengaluru 

airport.

"Post the alleged safety breach, an investigation 

was launched by the DGCA," said a senior official with 

the regulator on Wednesday.

The two IndiGo flights were headed for Kolkata 

and Bhubaneswar, respectively.

According to industry insiders, the two aircraft 

had allegedly breached separation limits.Under safety 

regulations, aircrafts in Indian air space must maintain 

a distance of 5 nautical miles between them.

In its preliminary report, the DGCA noted that 

on January 7, two IndiGo flights 6E 455 (Bengaluru 

to Kolkata) and 6E 246 (Bengaluru to Bhubaneswar) 

were involved in breach of separation at Bangaluru 

airport.

In Bangaluru, there are two runways, namely 

North and South, with the first used for departures 

and the second for arrivals.

On the morning of incident both runways were in 

use.

"Later shift Incharge (WSO) decided for single 

runway operations i.e. North runway for arrival and 

departure. South runway was closed but it was not 

communicated to South Tower controller. 

South Tower controller gave departure to '6E 455' 

and at the same time North Tower controller gave 

departure to '6E 246' without coordination," the report 

said.

"As both aircraft, after departure, were on converging 

heading or moving towards each other, the approach 

radar controller gave diverging heading and avoided 

mid-air collision."

Bajaj Auto's Q3FY22 net profits decline 22% YoY to Rs 1,214 cr
MUMBAI, JAN 19 (IANS) Bajaj Auto 

on Wednesday reported a decline of 

22 per cent in its Q3FY22 net profit on 

a year-on-year basis.

The net profit during the period 

under review fell to Rs 1,214 crore from 

Rs 1,556 crore reported for the 

corresponding period of the previous 

fiscal.

Besides, the company's total 

turnover and revenue for the quarter 

under review were flat on a YoY basis 

at Rs 9,294 crore and Rs 9,022 crore, 

respectively.

On the sales side, the two-and-

three wheeler maker managed to sell 

around 1.18 million units during the 

period, both in India and overseas 

combined. The total sales for the 

period under review were 10 per cent 

lower when compared to Q3FY21's total 

sales.

"In the domestic motorcycle market, 

industry recorded a decline of 23 per 

cent over Q3FY21. In contrast, Bajaj 

Auto fared marginally better recording 

sales of over 469,000 units, a decline 

of 20 per cent. Market share improved 

to 19.2 per cent in Q3FY22 as against 

18.6 per cent in Q3FY21 and 18.1 per 

cent in FY21," it added.

"In the domestic commercial vehicle 

market, industry recorded a growth 

of 5 per cent over Q3FY21. In contrast, 

Bajaj Auto recorded a growth of 52 per 

cent and reported market share of 71 

per cent, continuing its leadership 

position across the three product 

categories in this segment."

Exports continued to remain strong 

with average monthly volumes in excess 

of 219,000 units. For the calendar year 

2021, exports, by volume, exceeded 2.5 

million units - its highest ever.

HAL signs contract for export of ALH to Mauritius
BENGALURU, JAN 19 (IANS) In line with the 

governments vision to boost defence exports to 

friendly foreign countries, Hindustan Aeronautics 

Limited (HAL) signed a contract with the government 

of Mauritius for export of an Advanced Light 

Helicopter (ALH Mk III) for the Mauritius police 

force.

Mauritius already operates HAL built ALH 

and Do-228 aircraft. With this contract, HAL and 

the government of Mauritius have further 

strengthened the long-standing business relations 

spanning over three decades.

The ALH Mk III is a multi-role, multi-mission 

versatile helicopter in 5.5 tonne category. It has 

proven its mettle in various utility role, including 

numerous lifesaving missions during natural 

calamities in India and as well as abroad.

More than 335 ALHs have been produced till 

date, logging around 3,40,000 cumulative flying 

hours. HAL also ensures technical assistance and 

product support to the customers to ensure healthy 

serviceability of the helicopters.

Moody's upbeat on premium 
growth of Indian insurers

CHENNAI, JAN 19 (IANS) Indian insurers 

are expected to see a jump in their premium 

income during the post-pandemic economic 

recovery phase driven by health and protection 

policies, said global credit rating agency Moody's 

Investors Service.

In its latest report on the Indian insurance 

sector, Moody's said that the Central government's 

plans to infuse capital into state-owned insurers, 

and listing of Life Insurance Corporation of 

India (LIC) will encourage disciplined 

underwriting of risks in general and life sectors.

This will pave the way for price increases 

across the market, further supporting insurers' 

profitability.

"However operational and legislative 

obstacles have delayed these plans before which 

make unclear when the reforms will reach 

completion, although the LIC listing is on track 

for completion soon. Rising reinsurance costs 

due to a global increase in catastrophe events 

also favour higher insurance prices," Moody's 

said.

According to Moody's, the government-

owned general insurers accounted for 67 per 

cent of the general insurance market's 

underwriting losses in FY 2020, while their 

share of total premiums was just 37 per cent.

More positively, state-owned insurers' 

underwriting losses have actually already 

started to decline recently, reflecting their 

closer focus on underwriting performance, it 

said.

Rising premiums and prices, in turn, will 

help insurers absorb higher claims, which 

pushed the average net loss ratio for general 

insurers to 95 per cent in the first three months 

of fiscal 2021 from 81 per cent in the previous 

year, Moody's said.

In anticipation of profitable growth 

opportunities, 20 of India's 34 general insurers 

and four of its 24 life insurers raised capital 

in fiscal 2020.

CURED OF COVID? WAIT FOR 1-3 MONTHS TO BUY LIFE POLICY (LEAD)
C

HENNAI, JAN 19 (IANS) Cured of 

Covid-19 and wanting to buy a life 

insurance policy? Then wait for a period 

ranging from one to three months, say 

life insurers.

"This has been the practice of some 

life insurers during the first wave of 

Covid-19 and now practiced by others as 

well," a senior insurance industry official 

told IANS.

"Pre-Covid, the number of people who 

had any medical condition with themselves 

or family members in the past six months 

would have been small. But, given the 

way Omicron cases have been this number 

has automatically moved up now because 

many have/family members have turned 

positive in the recent days," Sajja Praveen 

Chowdary-Head Term Life Insurance, 

Policybazaar Insurance Brokers Ltd told 

IANS.

As a result, the proposal for term 

insurance gets into the zone of scrutiny 

where additional medical tests are asked 

for or the issuance might get postponed 

for three months, he added.

With the reinsurers forcing the primary 

life insurers to put their skin in the game, 

the latter have turned cautious while 

accepting lives for insurance under their 

term policies.So, what is the waiting period? 

Normally in insurance, the term waiting 

period means a specified period for which 

certain risk covers are not provided and 

the cover kicks in after that period after 

the premium is paid.

For instance, in the case of Corona 

Rakshak policy, the waiting period is 15 

days from the date of commencement of 

the first policy.However, in the case of 

Covid-19 cured persons, the waiting period 

for buying a life insurance cover will be 

three months if he/she was hospitalised 

and one month in case of home quarantine, 

said an agent of HDFC Life Insurance 

Company Ltd.

The waiting period will be counted 

from the date on which the prospective 

policy buyer is certified as Covid-19 

negative.According to industry officials, 

the life insurers are trying to safeguard 

themselves against death claims due post 

Covid-19 complications.

"On what basis the waiting period 

has been arrived at is not known. With 

the pressure to show performance, growth 

in topline, there may be some life insurers 

who accept the premium upfront from 

Covid-19 cured persons and provide the 

risk cover after the waiting period," an 

industry official told IANS.

In other words, charging a premium 

for a full year and providing cover for 

nine or 11 months as the case may be.
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Ladakh shoot of 'Yeh Kaali 
Kaali Ankhein' was challenging 

for Tahir Raj Bhasin
M

UMBAI, JAN 19: Actor 

Tahir Raj Bhasin has called 

the Ladakh shoot schedule of 'Yeh 

Kaali Kaali Ankhein' as the most 

challenging ever as it was physically 

draining given how thin the air 

becomes at high altitude.

The actor reveals, "I would call 

it the most challenging shoot 

schedule that I ever had. I have 

never shot in Ladakh before. We 

were shooting around March and 

it was around -7°C. When you go 

there to shoot you have to acclimatise 

to the surroundings as the oxygen 

level keeps changing. For three 

days we acclimatised to the climate. 

This was the time where the second 

wave had started in the metro cities."

"So I remember reaching the 

hotel on the second day and needing 

an oxygen cylinder for an hour 

because the air was that thin and 

it was scary for me because I didn't 

know at that stage whether it was 

Ladakh or whether it was Covid. 

So there was this air of anxiety 

along with the climate which was 

created by the second wave of 

Covid-19 pandemic. I tried to 

overcome that anxiety by trying 

to channel it into my work and that's 

where the strength came from", he 

adds.

Commenting on the weather 

conditions on the location, he says, 

"It was difficult because on the 

inside what you are trying to project 

is anger which is a heated emotion. 

But on the outside there are scenes 

where we are wearing four layers 

of gloves because otherwise you 

wouldn't feel your fingers. It is really 

a test of your endurance."

He continues, "Moreover, it was 

not really about whether you can 

act or not because once you are on 

the show it was taken for granted 

that you can act, it was all about 

whether you can overcome your 

external environment and still be 

able to perform at your best. And 

I am hoping that's what the audiences 

see when they are watching the 

show."

He credits the team for holding 

the fort despite such challenging 

conditions and executing things, 

"Hats off to the entire team because 

handling a shoot schedule in -7°C 

for 12 hours a day was quite a 

challenge."

Published from a

syndicated feed

Joyoshree Arora

plays a quirky 'dadi' in 

upcoming show 'Sab 

Satrangi'
MUMBAI, JAN 19: TV and film actress Joyoshree Arora, 

who was seen in classic shows such as 'Buniyaad' and 'Hum 

Log', will be seen in a pivotal role as a 'dadi' (grandmother) 

in the serial 'Sab Satrangi'.

Joyoshree in the show as a 'dadi' runs her family in the 

most unconventional and quirky way.

She gives insights into her character and what would 

make this 'dadi' a trendsetter on Indian television.

Talking about her character, Joyoshree said: "My character 

on the show has had a challenging life. However, I can very 

proudly tell that Baby Maurya is the Boss Dadi and is here 

to break every stereotype that's attached to her age. She is 

a woman of substance and celebrates every moment. She is 

optimistic and firmly believes - what you sow is what you 

reap. She is a modern grandma and way ahead of her time. 

Baby Maurya is truly 'bindass'. Her character adds great 

value to the show as she is equally fun and admirable to 

everyone. And who wouldn't want to have a Dadi like our 

Baby Maurya?"

On her equation with the other cast, she said: "I share 

a unique bond with each member of my Satrangi family. To 

begin with is Manu (Mohit Kumar). He is extremely loving 

and doting towards his grandmother, I feel for any dadi to 

have a grandchild like Manu would be wonderful."

Sharing about what resonates with her, she added: "I 

see quite a bit of myself in Baby Maurya. I love her positivity 

and share her zeal for life. A very bold and high-spirited 

lady, my character is not your typical dadi. What makes 

her so interesting is that she shares a rich backstory, and 

despite all her struggles, she has emerged victorious. I am 

really excited to step into the shoes of Baby Maurya and see 

where this journey takes me as an artiste."

The family drama 'Sab Satrangi' will be out soon on 

Sony SAB.

Published from a syndicated feed

Characterisation of Ranjini is exactly what I am 
in real life: Abhirami Venkatachalam

C
HENNAI, JAN 19: Actress 

Abhirami Venkatachalam, who 

plays Ranjani in the micro-series 

'Aanandham Aarambham' on 

Disney+ Hotstar, says that the 

characterisation of Ranjani is 

exactly what she is in real life.

The actress, who is known for 

her performance in the Ajith-

starrer 'Nerkonda Parvaai', opened 

up about what excited her about the 

series.

"The characterisation of Ranjini 

in the series is exactly what I am in 

my real life. The character very well 

resonates with the real me. When 

Jagan narrated the character to me 

in his own funny way, I was 

instantly convinced. The very 

moment I heard the script 

narration, I decided that I wanted to 

do this.

"Another thing that excited me 

was the story's concept. The 

romantic quotient is happening for 

me for the very first time. I have 

essayed all types of characters and 

have been a part of stories of 

different genres - be it emotional, 

suspense, thrilling but never been 

a part of a romantic drama. It is 

the very first time when I will be a 

part of a romantic series and hence 

it is a whole new experience for me. 

The excitement of doing the on-

screen romance series thrilled 

me," she said.

Diving deep into the insight of a 

simple cup of coffee bringing two 

individuals together, the eight-

episode micro-series traces the 

heartwarming relationship of two 

coffee lovers, Ranjani and 

Ramcharan, starting from their 

proposal to their first wedding 

anniversary.

Each four-minute episode 

displays how coffee becomes an 

integral part of their everyday life 

to build an equal relationship.
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'The Kapil Sharma Show': Prithvi Shaw
on beginning his cricket journey at the age of 3

MUMBAI, JAN 19: Young cricketer 

Prithvi Shaw reveals how he started 

playing cricket at the age of 3 on 'The 

Kapil Sharma Show'.

Prithvi Shaw, the 22-year-old is known 

to be the second-youngest Indian after 

Sachin Tendulkar to make a Test century 

as well as the youngest Indian to do so 

on his Test debut.

On 'The Kapil Sharma Show', he spoke 

about how he started his first innings in 

his cricketing journey at just the age of 3.

Prithvi Shaw said: "I started with 

plastic balls and then after one to one-

and-a-half years I moved on to tennis 

balls."

The host then asked if he understood 

the game at such a young age to which 

Prithvi replied: "No I did not understand 

the game. Whatever dad used to make me 

do, I used to follow. I started to understand 

the game when I was 6 or 7 years old."

He further shared that his dad was a 

big fan of great batsman Sachin Tendulkar.

"My dad had a liking for cricket. At 

that time, there was only one television 

set in our locality so my dad used to take 

me there. He was a big fan of Sachin Sir 

(Sachin Tendulkar) who was at the peak 

at that time, he still is even today. So, 

when he used to get bowled, he would go 

back home. He had such passion for cricket 

and so he wanted me to play cricket only," 

he added.

Prithvi Shaw will be seen as a special 

guest with ace cricketer Shikhar Dhawan.

'The Kapil Sharma Show' airs every 

weekend on Sony Entertainment Television.
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 Julian Fellowes hints at 
 third 'Downton Abbey' 
 film 
LONDON, JAN 19: Creator and screenwriter 

Julian Fellowes has suggested that a third 'Downton 

Abbey' movie could follow after the release of the 

sequel.

The hit period drama returns to the big screen 

with the sequel 'Downton Abbey: A New Era' which 

is slated for release in March and the show's creator 

Fellowes claims that another movie could follow, 

reports femalefirst.co.uk.

The 72-year-old screenwriter told the Radio 

Times magazine: "We were lucky to reassemble 

our cast. I think for them it's become a sort of 

club. They say goodbye, everyone cries and two 

years later, we're back at it!"

Julian added: "I think each time it's goodbye, 

but whether it is or not, who knows?"

The first 'Downton Abbey' film was released 

in 2019 and proved to be a box-office hit and stars 

Hugh Bonneville, Michelle Dockery and Dame 

Maggie Smith are all reprising their roles in the 

latest project.

The movie was filmed at Hampshire's Highclere 

Castle last year and was originally scheduled for 

release, last month before the pandemic led to a 

delay. It was previously reported that a much-loved 

character would be killed off in this movie and 

the scenes would be tear-jerking for fans.

The insider added to The Sun newspaper: 

"Those who have seen the scenes said they are so 

emotional. They will really leave fans in floods. 

It's heartbreak at Highclere Castle and there won't 

be a dry eye in cinemas."
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'Modern Love' cooking 
between Pratik Gandhi, 
Wamiqa Gabbi, Fatima 

Sana Shaikh
M

UMBAI, JAN 19: Actors Pratik Gandhi, Wamiqa Gabbi, 

and Fatima Sana Shaikh will be part of the Indian adaptation 

of popular American romantic comedy anthology 'Modern Love'.

According to sources close to the development, "Each of the 

actors is helming different directors' stories in the anthology. 

And it's an exciting lineup of directors and actors who have come 

together. The series was shot late in 2021 and is believed to be 

releasing soon on an OTT platform."

The anthology will be directed by some renowned filmmakers 

like Hansal Mehta, Vishal Bhardwaj, Anjali Menon, Alankrita 

Shrivastava, Dhruv Sehgal and Shonali Bose.

The anthology series explores love in all of its complicated 

and beautiful forms, as well as its effects on the human connection. 

Each episode brings to life a different story that has been inspired 

by a newspaper column.

The Indian adaptation will have a similar yet fresh concept 

around the various stories being presented as episodes.
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Subhash Ghai reveals 
his inspiration behind 

composing for '36 
Farmhouse'

MUMBAI, JAN 19: Filmmaker Subhash Ghai has talked 

about his inspiration behind composing and writing songs 

for web film '36 Farmhouse'.

He said: "Since I became writer-director, whenever I 

start writing a script, I have had a habit of thinking of music 

also along with story lines and its characters and I used to 

suggest my poetic catch lines from my script to my lyrics 

writers and mood of the music to my composers.

"So, my songs became an integral part of the film itself. 

This process clicked in a big way. So, now while writing the 

storyline of '36 Farmhouse', I did write few lyrics and started 

composing too as per the story and characters."

Ghai said it gave him an opportunity to test himself 

independently to write and compose three songs in a flow.

"Today technology helps you a lot in composing song 

and music. I hired a musician from Whistling Woods Music 

School, Abhishek Bonthu, who translated my vision and 

compositions into a song on computer," he said.

He added: "Then I requested two legendary singers Sonu 

Nigam and Hariharan to lend their voices to my songs and 

they did oblige me happily and made a lot of difference to 

my creation as a composer."

The filmmaker said that it was also four decades of 

learning from association with veterans like Laxmikant 

Pyarelal and A.R. Rahman and Anand Bakshi as great 

lyricists. "Thirdly, I had also developed a knack of writing 

poems and songs during these two years of pandemic time."

The film '36 Farmhouse' is directed by Ram Ramesh 

Sharma and it features Amol Parashar, Barkha Singh, 

Sanjay Mishra, Vijay Raaz, Flora Saini and Ashwini Kalsekar 

among others.

The film releases on ZEE5 on January 21.
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Bumrah's adaptability to all 
formats is just crazy, says South 

Africa great Allan Donald
P

AARL, JAN 19: Former South 

Africa cricketer Allan Donald 

lavished praise on Jasprit Bumrah, 

saying the 28-year-old Indian pacer 

has sublime skills in all formats of the 

game. Donald added that Bumrah's 

adaptability to all formats is "just crazy 

and everyone talks about him".

"Two blokes who I would keep at 

the top across all formats are (Kagiso) 

Rabada and Bumrah. But the one who 

would stand out in terms of all formats 

is Bumrah. His adaptability to all 

formats is just crazy and everyone 

talks about him. He has sublime skills 

in all formats of the game," Donald 

quoted as saying by Telegraph.

"I was watching him bowl the other 

day. Especially how he delivers the 

ball after a stuttering run-up and 

releases the ball is simply crazy. He 

has got a magnificent wrist turn-over 

that no one else has presently in the 

game. It just can't go wrong for him," 

he said. Donald who was known as the 

'White Lightening' said the India pacer 

is a must pick in his XI in all three 

formats. "His ability to bowl yorkers 

any time in all formats also stands 

out. He also knows when to bowl that 

yorker in Test cricket. He's an absolute 

gun for me in all formats. I don't think 

I've seen such steel in a young fast 

bowler. When he first came on to the 

scene, I thought, 'Wow! This guy has 

got real pace'. And now, he's one guy 

whom I would always have in my team 

across formats," Donald said.

Donald said that Bumrah and other 

Indian bowlers became "a little 

impatient" at certain phases of the 

second and final Tests, both matches 

that India lost to concede the series in 

spite of winning the opener.
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Sri Lanka Cricket set to launch National Super League

C
OLOMBO, JAN 19: Sri Lanka 

Cricket (SLC) on Wednesday 

announced the launch of the National 

Super League (NSL), which will be the 

country's 'Elite Domestic Cricketing 

Competition'.

Once in operation, NSL will act as 

the primary competition for national 

selections. The NSL will comprise of 

five teams -- Colombo, Jaffna, Galle, 

Kandy and Dambulla -- and will see the 

country's top-100 cricketers playing in 

the competition and be in the reckoning 

for national selection.

The 26 major clubs, playing first-class 

premier club competition, have been 

"clustered under the five teams". The 

players for the respective NSL teams 

will come only from the allocated clubs 

and not from outside.

SriLanka Cricket also said that NCC, 

SSC, Tamil Union, Colts CC, and CCC 

will function as the centres of excellence 

(COE) for each group and the respective 

clubs were selected based on fulfilling 

several criteria, such as, "having an own 

ground with turf wickets, side practice 

nets, indoor nets, gymnasium, own 

swimming pool and also have looked at 

the period of existence of these clubs, 

first-class cricketing history, and the 

number of national players produced."

The NSL will have a 50-over 

tournament and a four-day tournament. 

The 50-over tournament will commence 

on January 24, while the four-day 

tournament will follow immediately.

"The NSL will help enhance the club 

competition, as players taking part in 

the Major Clubs Tournament will try 

to compete at the highest level in order 

to get into their respective NSL team, 

as players for the NSL team will be picked 

based on the performances in the Club 

Tournament. Each NSL team will have 

a Head Coach and an Assistant Head 

Coach along with a team of support staff," 

SLC said in a statement. The player 

selection for the NSL teams will be done 

by the respective cluster coach along 

with a national selector.
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Ottis Gibson appointed 

head coach of Yorkshire
LEEDS, JAN 19: Ottis Gibson on Wednesday was appointed 

as Yorkshire's new head coach on a three-year contract, 

starting from February. The club announced that the 52-year-

old, who has previously been head coach of the West Indies 

and South Africa as well as the bowling coach for England 

and more recently, Bangladesh, is the latest addition to a 

new-look support staff at Headingley.

Gibson with join the club once his contract as bowling 

coach with the Multan Sultans in the upcoming season of 

the Pakistan Super League (PSL) finishes on the conclusion 

of the tournament. He replaces Andrew Gale, who was 

sacked from the club as part of a big overhaul of the backroom 

staff in the wake of the racism scandal after claims from 

former player Azeem Rafiq that rocked the cricketing world.

"I'm extremely honoured and excited to be given the 

opportunity to join Yorkshire County Cricket Club as Head 

Coach. This is one of the most prestigious roles in English 

County Cricket, and I am really looking forward to working 

with this talented group of players to take the club forward. 

I've spoken at length with Goughy (Darren Gough) about 

the direction the club is heading in and I'm excited to be a 

part of that future," said Gibson on his appointment.

It was reported earlier that former Pakistan captain Younis 

Khan and former South Africa pacer Allan Donald were in 

contention for the job. But as things stand now, Gibson has 

been named for the post. He will report to interim Managing 

Director of Yorkshire Cricket, Gough, and will be supported 

by two assistant coaches who will be appointed shortly.

"Ottis becoming Head Coach is an important moment 

for Yorkshire County Cricket Club, and we are very happy 

that he has become part of the team. Ottis is one of the best 

coaches in the world and will be a fantastic addition. His 

knowledge, commitment, experience and cricket know-how 

will be vital for us as we move into pre-season and get 

ourselves up and running," said Gough. Gough further said 

the response for applying for the head coach's job at Yorkshire 

was overwhelming. "We were absolutely blown away by the 

level of interest and quality of candidates for this role, but 

I have no doubt that he's the best person for the job and will 

pick up the challenge with relish."

In a 17-year playing career, Gibson played two Tests and 

15 ODIs for the West Indies. As their coach, he was in charge 

of the side during their 2012 T20 World Cup triumph in Sri 

Lanka. Gibson also formed a key part of England's backroom 

staff during two Ashes series victories and has played a 

pivotal role in the development of many players around the 

world. "We're delighted to welcome Ottis to the Club. His 

playing and coaching credentials speak for themselves and 

he has had a distinguished career performing at the highest 

level. Ottis' character and his commitment to buying into 

the process that we are going through at Yorkshire County 

Cricket Club shone through in our discussions," said Lord 

Patel, the Chairman of Yorkshire.

The 52-year-old has experienced county cricket as a 

player, representing Durham, Glamorgan and Leicestershire 

across both red and white-ball games. In 2007, Gibson made 

history as he scalped 10 wickets in an innings against 

Hampshire for Durham.

"He is someone that I know will encourage dialogue and 

help foster a culture of inclusion at the Club, as well as 

supporting and developing the world class talent we have 

here and pushing them to the next level. I look forward to 

working with Ottis over the coming weeks and months as 

we continue our rebuild of the Club," concluded Patel.
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'My body is wearing down': 
Sania Mirza to retire after 

2022 season
MELBOURNE, JAN 19: Ace Indian tennis player Sania 

Mirza on Wednesday announced that 2022 will be her final 

season on the WTA tour after her first-round loss in women's 

doubles at the Australian Open.

The 35-year-old Mirza and her Ukrainian partner Nadiia 

Kichenok, seeded 12th, lost 4-6, 6-7 to the unseeded Slovenian 

pair of Kaja Juvan and Tamara Zidansek in one hour and 

36 minutes.

"There's a few reasons for it. It's not as simple as 'okay 

I'm not going to play'. I do feel my recovery is taking longer, 

I'm putting my three-year-old son at risk by travelling so 

much with him, that's something I have to take into account. 

I think my body is wearing down. My knee was really hurting 

today and I'm not saying that's the reason we lost but I do 

think that it is taking time to recover as I'm getting older," 

Sania told broadcasters after the match at Melbourne Park.

"Also for me to find that motivation everyday to come out. 

The energy is not the same anymore. There are more days 

than there used to be where I don't feel like doing that. I've 

always said that I will play until I enjoy that grind, the process 

which I'm not sure I'm enjoying as much anymore," she added.
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