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Kanpur goes ‘Dravid, Dravid’: From policemen to
officials, all want a piece of The Wall

JSCL to expand free Wi-Fi service in Jammu city
under Smart City Mission
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J&K Reports 2 Covid-19
Deaths, 174 Fresh Cases
SRINAGAR,
NOV 24(GNS):
Jammu and Kashmir reported 174
fresh
covid-19
cases while two persons died due to the
virus in the last 24 hours,
officials said on Wednesday.
Among the fresh cases, 25
were reported from Jammu Division and 149 from Kashmir, taking
the overall tally to 335881.
There was one death each from
Kashmir and Jammu division respectively due to the virus during
the last 24 hours, they said.
So far 4466 persons—2184 in
Jammu and 2282 in Kashmir—have
died due to the pathogen, they said.
Giving district wise details of
the fresh cases, the officials told
GNS that Srinagar reported 58
cases, Baramulla 43, Budgam 18,
Pulwama 0, Kupwara 11, Anantnag
3, Bandipora 8, Ganderbal 7, Kulgam 0, Shopian 1, Jammu 11, Udhampur 1, Rajouri 5, Doda 2,
Kathua 0, Samba 0, Kishtwar 4,

CS Approves procedural Guidelines For
Rs 50K Ex-Gratia Each To COVID victims
Poonch
1, Ramban 0 and Reasi 1.
A
number of these cases
were confirmed at CD hospital’s
diagnostic labouratory and include
female (50) (NA) from Chrarishareef, male (09) (NA) from Ganderbal, female (56) (NA) from Chanpora Sgr, male (50) (NA) from
Murran pulwama, female (55) (NA)
from Kulbagh, female (08) (NA)
from Kahlil, male (70) (NA) from
Sgr, male (40) (NA) from Habbak,
female (20) (NA) from Hajan, male
(40) (NA) from Buchpora, male
(59) (NA) from Buchpora, male
(75) (NA) from Lalbazar sgr, male
(65) (NA) from Khaag budgam,
See Covid-19...On Page 2

President Confers
Shaurya Chakra Award To DIG
Amit Kumar
SRINAGAR, NOV 24 (GNS):
Deputy Inspector General, National
Investigation Agency, Amit Kumar has
been conferred with the prestigious
Shaurya Chakra award by President
See President...On Page 2

Tanker Falls Into 400-ft Gorge
Near Jawahar Tunnel, Driver
From Kathua Dies
JAMMU, NOV 24 (GNS): A
tanker driver from Kathua died after
the vehicle he was driving skidded off
the road and fell into a deep gorge near
Jawahar Tunnel on Jammu-Srinagar
highway late last night, officials said
See Tanker...On Page 2

 Ishtiyaq Ahmad
SRINAGAR NOV 24 (KINS):
Jammu and Kashmir has witnessed
an increase in crime rate with
around 25,000 to 30,000 cases
reported annually.
Official figures reveal that
25,000 to 30,000 crime cases have
been registered annually in the
last one decade in Jammu and
Kashmir.
The highest cases have been
reported in 2020, when 29314
cases have been reported as against
25, 408 cases the previous years
indicating a rise in crime rate.

Similarly, 26558, 26907 and
26548 cases were registered in
2012, 2013, and 2016, respectively.
The twin capitals of the erstwhile state have witnessed the
highest number of cases. Both these
districts have reported over 30
percent of total crime cases in J&K.
A senior police official said there
were many factors responsible for
the highest rate of crime in Jammu and Srinagar districts.
“Both these districts are the
most populated in J&K. People
from other areas and states also
See Crime...On Page 2

SRINAGAR:-Three TRF militants
involved in a number of subversive activities including the killing of two
teachers,civilians and two police officers
were neutralized in an encounter at Rambagh Srinagar today evening.
The killing of these militants is a major success for J&K police as they were
planning to carryout more terror attacks
in central Kashmir particularly in Srinagar
city.
Acting on a specific information regarding the movement of militants Srinagar
Police immediately swung into action and
established a special Naka to track them
down. The militants were traveling in a
car which Was signalled to stop by the
Naka party. The militants did not stop and
instead opened fire on the Naka party which
was retaliated, triggering an encounter.
In the ensuing encounter three militants
of TRF outfit were killed. The killed militants were later on identified as Mehraan
Yaseen Shalla son of Mohd Yaseen Shalla
resident of Jamalata, Arafat Ahmad Sheikh
son of Mohammed Maqbool Sheikh resident
of Nikloora Litter Pulwama and Manzoor
Ahmad Mir son of Late Sonaullah Mir
resident of Babhar Pulwama. Arms and
ammunition was recovered from the encounter site.
As per police records, Mehran Yaseen
was involved in several terror crime cases

including grenade attack at Barbar Shah
Srinagar on 26/06/2021 in which one civilian namely Mudasir Ahmad Bhat resident
of Hanjigund Beerwah got killed & three
other civilians got critically injured.He
was involved killing of Meeran Ali Sheikh
at Bulbul Lanker Nawa Kadal on 27/07/2021,
and of PSI Arshad Ahmad at Khanyar on
12/09/2021.He was also involved in killing
of School Principal Supinder Kour and
teacher Deepak Chand of Government
Higher Secondary School, Khankah Noorbagh Sangam on 07/10/2021. Prior to joining terror ranks, several cases regarding
his involvement in stone pelting incidents
are also registered.
Arafat Ahmad was also involved in
several terror crime cases including killing
of a non-local labour at Litter area of Pulwama on 16/10/2021.
Manzoor Ahmad was involved in transportation of Foreign terrorists from South
Kashmir to Central / North and
See Rambagh...On Page 2

Nitin Gadkari Lays Foundation Stone Of
25 National Highway Projects
Robust road network key to economic growth: LG
JAMMU, NOV 24
(GNS): Union Minister of
Road Transport & Highways,
Shri Nitin Gadkari; Union
MoS (I/c), Ministry of Science & Technology, Earth
Sciences, MoS PMO, Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions,
Atomic Energy & Space, Dr.
Jitendra Singh; Lieutenant
Governor, Manoj Sinha, in
the presence of Member
Parliament, Shri Jugal

Kishore Sharma, today laid
the foundation of 25 National Highway projects in

J&K, worth Rs 11,721 Crores,
here at the Sports Stadium,
Doda.

Union Minister, Shri
Nitin Gadkari, while speaking on the occasion said that
the UT of J&K has a huge
tourism potential which will
finally reap the benefits of
upcoming modern road
infrastructure projects.
These projects will prove
as an important lifeline for
the development of the industrial sector too, he
added.
See Gadkari...On Page 2

Govt committed for overall development Kashmir wetlands, lakes host rare bird species
of J&K tribal population: LG
among 4 lakh migratory visitors this season
JAMMU, NOV 24: Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha today inaugurated the closing
ceremony of ‘Janjatiya Gaurav
Diwas’ here at the General
Zorawar Singh Auditorium,
University of Jammu.
A two-day Literary cum Cultural Tribal festival is being
organized to mark the culmination of the celebrations of Birsa
Munda’s birth anniversary. The
festival will showcase the rich
heritage, culture, art, craft, cuisine, and herbal medicines of

tribal communities of Jammu
& Kashmir.
Addressing the gathering,
the Lt Governor reiterated the
Government’s commitment for
ensuring the overall development
of J&K tribal population.

Sarmad Hafeez visits Kupwara
Reviews Dev Scenario, Winter Preparedness
KUPWARA, NOV 24:
Secretary, Tourism and
Culture, Sarmad Hafeez,
who is also in charge Secretary for monitoring development work and other
related matters of District
Kupwara today visited here
to review the developmental scenario of the district.
He held separate meetings
with DDC members, BDC
Chairpersons and district
officers.
Vice Chairman, District
Development Council Kupwara, Haji Farooq Ahmad

Rehabilitation & Reconstruction
(DMRRR) participated in the meeting.
In furtherance of its earlier
decision of providing ex-gratia
relief of Rs. 50,000 to the next of
kin of the victims of COVID, the
UT Executive Committee today
approved the procedural guidelines
governing the relief distribution.
The Chief Secretary further
See CS...On Page 2

J&K records around 30-K
crime cases annually

Farooq’s ‘power unit of
pacemaker’ changed at SKIMS
SRINAGAR, NOV 24 (GNS):
National Conference president and former three-time Chief Minister of J&K
Farooq Abdullah had power unit of his
pacemaker changed at SKIMS Soura
here. Subsequent to the pre- pre-scheduled medical procedure, Farooq, who
is member parliament from Srinagar,
was discharged, reports reaching GNS
said.
His son and party’s vice president
See SKIMS...On Page 2

JAMMU, NOV 24: The Chief
Secretary, Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta today chaired a meeting of the
UT Executive Committee for Disaster Management to review the
requirement of funds in districts
for disaster preparedness, mitigation, and COVID management.
Administrative Secretaries of
departments of Finance, Health
& Medical Education, Revenue,
and Disaster Management, Relief,

TRF commander among three
militants killed in Rambagh

Mir and Deputy Commissioner Kupwara, Imam Din
were present in the meetings.
Addressing the meetings,
Sarmad Hafeez said that the

objective of his visit to Kupwara district is to ascertain
feedback from the PRIs
regarding implementation
See Sarmad...On Page 2

“The UT administration has
taken several initiatives to ensure
livelihood support and empowerment of Tribals. New transit
accommodations, Tribal health
scheme, and Smart schools
See LG...On Page 2

SRINAGAR, NOV 24 (KNO): At
least four lakh migratory birds have arrived
in the Valley to keep their date with the
region. This year’s bird migration has,
however, attracted the attention of bird
lovers and wetland officials of Kashmir
given the fact some 20 rare bird species
have been found among the guests who
have visited the region for the first time.
Every year, Kashmir hosts lakhs of birds
who come all the way from Central Asian
flyway zones that include Siberia, North
China and North Europe. These birds stay
in Kashmir till March.
“This year, we have four lakh migra-

Statehood, Elections soon, after delimitation
process completes in J&K: Ashok Koul
SRINAGAR, NOV 24
(KINS) Bhartiya Janata
Party Unit General Secretary
Ashok Koul on Wednesday
said elections and statehood
would be restored soon after the process of delimitation of assembly seats is
completed in Jammu and
Kashmir.
He said that the BJP and
the Narendra Modi led central government were in
favour of holding assembly
elections in the Union Territory.
The general secretary

made these remarks while
talking to a news channel
in Anantnag district of south
Kashmir on Wednesday.
He said: ?Elections will
be held in Jammu and Kashmir immediately after delimitation of Assembly seats.

It will take some time for
the Election Commission
to make new rules after
delimitation and then elections will be held.
He said the government
has given the delimitation
commission till march 6 the
deadline to submit its report
and after that no extension
would be provided.
Kaul said the assembly
election would likely be held
in Jammu and Kashmir in
the year 2022.
He said both the Bjp
See Koul...On Page 2

tory birds in our wetlands across Kashmir.
The main highly of this year’s bird migration is that we have received some rare
bird species who have been spotted for the
very first time in Kashmir wetlands,”
See Wetlands...On Page 2

Farooq greets people on 718th
annual Urs of Hazrat Khawaja
Nizam Ud Din Awliya (RA)
SRINAGAR, NOV 24 (GNS): The Jammu and
Kashmir National Conference President and Member
of Parliament from Srinagar Dr. Farooq Abdullah on
Wednesday greeted people at the 718th Annual Urs
Observance of Hazrat Khawaja Nizam Ud Din Awliya
(RA).
Hazrat Nizam Ud Din Awliya's message emphasized
on introspection and spiritual affinity with Almighty
Allah, Dr. Farooq Abdullah said while paying glowing
tributes to the great saint of the Indian Sub-continent.
"Contributions of Chishti Sufis have a significant
role in the making of India’s wonderful pluralistic
See Farooq...On Page 2
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Covid-19
female (55) (NA) from Jawaharnagar Sgr
and male (54) (NA) from Umarbad Sgr.
Moreover, 135 Covid-19 patients recovered
during the time, 25 from Jammu Division
and 110 from Kashmir, they said.
So far 329731 patients have recovered,
leaving active case tally at 1684—247 in Jammu and 1437 in Kashmir.
They said there was no new confirmed
case of mucormycosis (black fungus) reported today. So far 49 black fungus cases have
been confirmed in J&K, the officials said.
The government also informed that 67448
doses of covid-19 vaccine were administered
during the time in J&K. (GNS)

CS
directed formulation of standard operating procedures in consultation with the domain
experts for streamlining the disbursal of exgratia relief within three days.
It was informed that so far 4,176 people
have died due to COVID-19 and the relief will
be disbursed in favour of the families through
a transparent verification process via aadhar
linked direct benefit transfer (DBT).
As per the approved guidelines, the Deputy Commissioners in consultation with the
Health Department will provide the ex-gratia
relief of Rs. 50,000 to the next of kin of COVID victims including those involved in relief
operations and preparedness activities; based
on valid death certificates issued in this regard.
The guidelines also require the Deputy Commissioners to provide the online application
link for seeking the ex-gratia relief on the
district’s official web portal.
The Chief Secretary observed that the death
certificates mentioning COVID as the cause
of death might not have been issued to victims
in the earlier wave and accordingly directed
the Department to lay down SOP and also
constitute a grievance redressal committee
to facilitate the families in availing the required
documentation.
Dr. Mehta stressed adherence to the existing data on official COVID-deaths and SAKSHAM relief distribution to further streamline
the rollout of the ex-gratia relief. He directed
completion of relief distribution exercise in
favour of all beneficiaries within two months.
Moreover, the State Executive Committee
also sanctioned the release of Rs. 66.12 crore
to districts for distributing disaster relief on
account of damages due to incessant rains,
hailstorms, and snowfall on 23rd and 24th
October 2021. (GNS)

Rambagh
Vice-Versa through his strong OGW network in order to strengthened LeT/TRF outfit in Kashmir valley .He was also involved in
collecting of funds on the name of LeT/TRF
outfit and was instrumental for strengthening
the LeT/TRF outfit.

Gadkari
“The construction of these road projects
will save time and fuel. New employment
opportunities will be created in Jammu &
Kashmir, tourism of the region will get a boost,
and social & economic development of the
people of the region will be accelerated”, he
remarked.
Observing that under the leadership of
Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi,
the central government is committed to the
all round development of Jammu and Kashmir, the Union Minister assured that road
network works worth Rs One lakh crore
within next two years will give a boost to the
socio-economic development of J&K.
Addressing the gathering, the Lt Governor
expressed his gratitude to the Union Minister for Road, Transport & Highways for laying
the foundation of 25 new National Highway
projects and taking keen interest in the continuous strengthening of road infrastructure
across the region.
On the occasion, the Lt Governor also
secured inclusion of 06 more road projects
for Jammu and 01 project for Kashmir division under National Highways and Bharatmala category. The inclusion of 06 Road
projects in Jammu division will give a massive
push to the economic growth and industrial
development, besides tapping the tourism
potential in the region.
These newly included road projects are:
Kathua-Basholi-Bani-Bhaderwah-Doda (170
KM); Doda-Bhaderwah-Chamba (Himachal)
Road (132 KM); Dayalachak-Challan-BillawarMahanpur-Basohli Road(118 KM); Tawi
Bridge-Jammu Airport-Miran Sahib-R.S.Pura
Suchetgarh (Old Jammu-Sialkot Road) (29
KM); Surankote-Bafliaz-Shopian-Srinagar
(Mughal Road) (145 KM); Atholi(Kishtwar)Machail-Zanskar Road (Kargil); NarabalTangmarg-Gulmarg-Baramulla (70 KM).
Underscoring that robust road network
and modern transportation is the key to economic growth, prosperity of the region and
transformation in every sphere of life, the Lt
Governor said that the foundations of Rs 11,721
crore National Highways projects laid by the
Hon’ble Union Minister, besides 07 new projects will pave the way for sustainable development in J&K.
“The new mega road projects will open up
new livelihood avenues for the local population and enhancing tourism & business activities, besides strengthening the strategic
grid by ensuring all weather connectivity”,

the Lt Governor added.
The Lt Governor said that the 25 National Highway projects will connect all the villages of Udhampur, Doda, Jammu, Kathua,
uplifting thousands of small and big businesses.
“I am confident that these projects will
prove to be an important economic lifeline
and highways of progress and prosperity for
Jammu division”, observed the Lt Governor.
The Lt Governor said that after the abrogation of Article 370 in 2019, the execution
of new roads, tunnels and other basic Infrastructure has gained huge push to ensure the
overall development of the UT of J&K under
the dynamic leadership of Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi.
The Lt Governor also noted that the progress of construction of new roads have been
doubled across the J&K under the guidance
of Union Minister, Sh Nitin Gadkari.
Noting that roads are now being built at
twice the speed as before, the Lt Governor
said that there has been a radical change in
its progress under Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana. Last year, 2402 km of road was
constructed under PMGSY in Jammu division.
Since August 2019, taking into account the
figures of October 2021, 3885 kms length of
road has been built under PMGSY in Jammu
division alone. 109 projects have been completed in Jammu division at a cost of Rs 455
crore, including 14 bridges. Apart from this,
9 bridges worth Rs 19 crores have been completed under various other schemes, he added.
The Lt Governor said that infrastructure
development and raising the standard of living of the common man is an important part
of the overall economic priorities of the GoI
and the J&K UT government. Now macadamisation of the road is also taking place at
double or triple times the speed as compared
to earlier. In 2019, 2290 km of road was blacktopped, while last year, 5136 km of road was
macadamized. This year a target of macadamisation of 8000 km of road has been set,
he added.
Union MoS (I/c), Ministry of Science
&Technology, Earth Sciences, MoS PMO,
Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and
Pensions, Department of Atomic Energy and
Space, Dr. Jitendra Singh also addressed the
gathering and said that this is the historic
day for the Chenab region that 25 new NH
projects are launched. He said that the central
government has framed a separate road map
for the development of the UT and to accelerate the developmental scenario, new bridges,
roads, tunnels are being built on war footing
involving thousands of crores.
He said that the Union government is giving special focus to the areas which were
neglected in the last seven decades by the
earlier political parties. He said the present
dispensation has established a new political
culture by executing projects as per the demands and requirements of the people to
ensure equitable and inclusive development
in Jammu & Kashmir.
Sh Dhananter Singh, DDC Chairperson
Doda; Ms Pooja Thakur DDC Chairperson
Kishtwar; Sh Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, Advisor
to the Lt Governor; Sh Shailendra Kumar,
Principal Secretary to the Government, Public Works (R&B) Department; Sh Mukesh
Singh, ADGP Jammu; Dr Raghav Langer,
Divisional Commissioner Jammu, besides
PRI members, former legislators, besides key
officials of Police and Civil administration
and a large number of people were present
on the occasion.

Crime
come to these districts for employment,
and many a times, they, too, get involved in
crimes,” the official told news agency Kashmir
Indepth News Service (KINS)
The highest number of cases has been
related to rioting, burglary, and molestation,
cruelty by husband, assault on public servant,
attempt to murder, cheating, stabbing, and
eve teasing.
The figures say that J&K recorded a 29
percent increase in cases of crime against
children with 606 incidents in 2020 in comparison to 470 in 2019.
Similarly, J&K recorded 3069 cases of
crime against women in 2019 and the number
rose to 3414 in 2020 thus showing 11 percent
rise in the cases.
The police official said many crimes go
unreported either due to remoteness of the
location or victims choose to stay silent out
of fear or social stigma attached to some crimes
like molestation, eve teasing, or rape.
“There are some crimes, which are increasing in the valley. Police is dealing with such
crimes, but it is also the responsibility of the
society how to reduce the number of crimes
in the region,” the official added. (KINS)

SKIMS
Farooq Abdullah took to twitter and thanked
the doctors and nursing staff at the tertiary
care hospital.
“I join my father & the rest of the family
in thanking the doctors, nursing staff & others at #SKIMS Srinagar for the care they took
today,” Omar tweeted, adding, “He went in
for a pre-scheduled procedure to change the
power unit of his pacemaker & is now resting
at home.” (GNS)

President

Ram Nath Kovind.
Kumar was conferred with Shaurya Chakra,
the third in order of precedence of peacetime
gallantry awards and comes after the Ashoka
Chakra and the Kirti Chakra. It precedes the
Yudh Seva Medal.
Kumar was conferred the prestigious award
for “displaying exceptional leadership, indomitable courage and conspicuous bravery”
durning an ant-militancy operation in Jammu and Kashmir.
The Ministry of Home Affairs in September this year had ordered appointment of then
DIG Central Kashmir Amit Kumar to the post
of DIG NIA (Level-13A in the pay matrix) on
deputation basis for an initial period of 5 years
from the date of joining the post. (GNS)

Tanker
on Wednesday.
A police officer told GNS that the tanker
(JK14A-9786) on way from Jammu to Srinagar
skidded off the road and rolled down about
400-ft into the gorge near Jawahar Tunnel
at around 2155 hours. The driver, Ishar Dass
son of Ram Ditta of Sehswan Kathua, couldn’t
control the vehicle as he was driving in “rash
and negligent manner”, a police officer told
GNS. He said that a case has been registered
and further action investigation taken up.
(GNS)

LG
will certainly improve the quality of life”,
he remarked.
The Lt Governor observed that the tribalcentric reforms and policies that the government is implementing on the ground for the
socio-economic development of the tribal
community will fulfill the dreams of this community, while keeping their unique culture,
languages and traditions alive.
“Culture not only enriches individual’s
life but also strengthens community. It is the
need of the hour to preserve and promote rich
tribal cultural heritage”, he added.
On the occasion, the Lt Governor announced
that the state helicopter will be deployed for
the tribal population during medical emergencies. ‘This will help in timely diagnosis
and treatment for the needy patients’, he
added.
While highlighting the reforms introduced
by the government for the welfare and interest of the Tribal community, the Lt Governor
said that comprehensive strategy has been
developed for modernizing the requisite infrastructure and providing public services in
tribal dominated areas.
Under the guidance of the Hon’ble Prime
Minister, the J&K Government is working
relentlessly to usher in a new dawn of social
equality by implementing the rights of this
deprived section guaranteed by the Constitution and the Parliament of the country, he
added.
The Lt Governor noted that through several interventions like Tribal Tourist Villages,
clusters of Tribal Self Help Groups, Tribal
model and milk villages, promoting Minor
forest products and more such programs of
Mission Youth, the UT Government is paving
a strong foundation for progress and growth
of the present and the future generations of
the Tribal community by connecting them
with the mainstream of development.
To provide institutional support to all
scholars and thinkers working on tribal culture and civilization, Tribal Research Institute
is being set up in the UT, he added.
The Lt Governor said that the government
is establishing Transit Accommodation at 8
different places costing Rs 28 crore, for the
convenience of the tribal population during
their seasonal migration.
The Lt Governor also informed that more
than 4,500 tribal community youth have been
made entrepreneurs through mini sheep farms
and dairy units within three months, exceeding the target of 3,000.
Sh Farooq Khan, Advisor to Lt Governor,
in his address, termed the occasion as one of
its kind which brought together all the tribal
communities on a single platform. He congratulated the Tribal Affairs Department for
working day and night for implementation of
schemes and policies on the ground.
Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta, Chief Secretary,
while speaking on the occasion, highlighted
the ground-breaking decisions taken by the
government for the welfare of the tribal communities. The UT administration will ensure
that every facility including education, health,
sports, banking, skill development reaches
the tribal population across J&K, he added.
Dr. Shahid Iqbal Choudhary, Administrative Secretary, Tribal Affairs Department
delivered the welcome address and gave a
detailed overview of the various activities
organized to mark the ‘Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas’.
A documentary - “An introduction to
Tribal groups of J&K” and Tribal music &
dance performances were the main highlights
of the occasion.
Prof. Manoj Kumar Dhar, Vice Chancellor,
University of Jammu; Sh Anshul Garg, Deputy Commissioner Jammu; PRI representatives; Sh. Javaid Rahi, writer and Tribal Research scholar; senior officers and a large
number of Tribal community members attended the ceremony. (GNS)

Wetlands
a senior official of the wild-life department,
told news agency—Kashmir News Observer

(KNO). “These birds know their route very
well as they are always led by a pilot bird who
has age and experience of travelling through
long routes.”
The official said that they expect more
arrivals by February end. “At present, we have
around one lakh migratory birds at Hokersar
wetlands and another land at Hygam while
there are over 50,000 migratory birds at
Shallbugh bird reserve. In other lakes and
bird habitats of Kashmir, there are over a lakh
birds present,” he said.
He said that there are hundreds of migratory birds also present at Chatlum and also
some 30,000 Wular Lake. In Dal Lake, there
are over a lakh migratory birds,” the official
said.
Wild life warden for Wetland division
Kashmir , Ifshan Dewan told KNO that at
Hokersar there are over a lakh migratory
birds present. “This time there are 10 to 20
rare bird species that have arrived. Bird lovers and bird watchers have identified the new
guests along with our staff and we are analysing their nature and habitat etc,” she said.
She said that the migratory birds include
new guests that are Sharpe tailed sandpiper,
Glossy ibis, Dunlin, red necked phalarope,
yellow hammer, tundra swan, black tailed
godwit, bar tailed godwit, spotted redshank,
Kentish plover, Pacific Golden plover, lasser
sand plover, terrek sandpiper, curlew sandpiper, Ruff , common redshank, common
greenshank , jack snipe , pin tailed snipe ,
common snipe , little stint etc.
She said that a bird watcher Riyan Sofi is
working hard along with the wetland staff to
identify new guests in Kashmir wetlands. On
poaching, she said that special teams have
been constituted to prevent poaching—(KNO)

Sarmad
of developmental schemes launched by
the Government and to review the pace of
their progress with the officers.
The Tourism Secretary said after the establishment of three tier Panchayati Raj System it is imperative for every officer to strengthen the Panchayat Raj Institutions and any
kind of complaint or dereliction in this regard
would be viewed seriously by the Government.
He said once the system is regulated properly, the benefits would percolate down to the
public smoothly.
Sarmad Hafeez stressed upon the officers
to remain proactive in the public service delivery system, adding that Lieutenant Governor and Chief Secretary have issued clear
cut directions for bringing efficiency and
transparency in the system. “We are here for
people and every officer and official is bound
to serve the people to the best of his/her capabilities”, he said.
Responding to the issues raised by the
PRIs regarding shortage of staff in various
Government offices, the Secretary asked the
Deputy Commissioner to issue roster for BDOs
and other staff wherever necessary to ensure
punctuality in offices and service to people.
He also directed proper implementation of
attendance in Government offices especially
in border areas like Karnah, Keran and Machill
so that the people do not face any inconvenience during the winter months.
Regarding the availability of Helicopter
service during winter months in the district,
the Tourism Secretary said that the Government has approved chopper service on subsidized rates for emergency services for
various border routes which include Karnah,
Keran and Machill also.
Sarmad Hafeez also got feedback regarding the winter dumping in the district and
was informed by the PRI members that sufficient stock of ration and essential commodities is available in border areas.
Regarding enrolment under social welfare
schemes, the Tourism Secretary stressed on
holding of special camps in the district including Karnah subdivision so that deserving
people could get benefitted at their doorsteps.
Later, the Tourism Secretary convened a
separate meeting with District officers to review the progress of the District CAPEX budget, BADP and Aspirational District Programme.
Deputy Commissioner, Imam Din gave a
detailed powerpoint presentation regarding
the development profile of the district and
informed that out of total current financial
year’s approved outlay 75% funds stands released, out of which Rs.88.75 crore have been
expended till ending October this year. This
(expenditure) constitutes 52% expenditure
against the budget availability under District
CAPEX, he informed the meeting.
The meeting was informed that 2158 works
have been approved under various schemes
including Area Development Fund of DDCs,
BDCs and PRIs. It was further informed that
1633 works are targeted to be completed during the current financial year.
Sarmad Hafeez reviewed the progress of
every department working in the district including R&B, Jal Shakti (PHE and Irrigation),
Health, Power, Rural Development, Social
Welfare, Food Supply and Education. He directed Officers and field functionaries to have
added dedication for speedy disposal of public issues.
He directed updating of Help Line Numbers in every department so that people can
avail the facility as the system is functional
in the Secretariat. He also reviewed the progress of COVID-19 vaccination and was informed
that 85 percent vaccination has been achieved.

He directed Executive Engineer PDD to
follow the curtailment plan in letter and
spirit and also keep people informed about
the plan.
Reviewing the activities of Geology and
Mining Department, the Tourism Secretary
directed the concerned officer for holding
strict vigil on extra mining activities, which
result in damage of public assets including
abutment of bridges and water resources.
He directed Deputy Commissioner Kupwara to hold Intensive Capacity Building
Programme for Officers regarding awareness
of Government schemes and campaigns including App Ki Zameen, App ki Nigraani;
One Person, One Golden Card etc.
Sarmad Hafeez directed all officers to
display permanent hoarding at Tehsil level
on prominent places, providing complete
detail of government schemes. He also reviewed
winter preparedness and availability of food
grains and other essential commodities. He
was informed that sufficient snow clearance
machines are available in the district. He was
also informed that sufficient food items and
other essential commodities have been dumped
in the border areas of the district including
Karnah, Keran and Machill, which cater the
requirements of the people up to June next
year. He urged upon all officers and stakeholders to ensure that people do not suffer in the
winter season.
Earlier, the Vice Chairman DDC and PRI
members briefed the Secretary about various
issues of their respective areas. (GNS)

Koul
and the Modi government were in favour
of holding immediate elections in the Union
Territory.
Asked about the current situation in the
valley, he said ?the situation is not what it
used to be a year ago, when it was difficult to
walk on the road?.
“Some people have changed their tactics
and there have been targeted killings. The
government has tightened its grip and I think
all these things will be fine,” he said.
Asked about the Hyderpora controversial
encounter, the General Secretary said that a
magisterial inquiry was underway and the
report would be made public.
In a question whether repeal of Agricultural laws paved way to repeal of article 370,
Kaul said ?it is not the case that everything
is weighed on the same scale. Section 370
needed to be removed in Jammu and Kashmir
for overall development and we believe it is
now moving towards the development?.
He said that the government in Jammu
and Kashmir under the leadership of Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha is running well
and will run even better when the elected
representatives come.( KINS)

Farooq
culture in which an amazing diversity can
peacefully coexist. Through their practices,
these great Chisti Sufis including Mehboob
e Ilahi Hazrat Nizam Ud Din Awliya (RA)
were able to show the real face of Islam in the
light of teachings of the holy Quran and the
teachings of the holy messenger of Islam (SAW)
to the world. Urs observances like these bring
together people from various sections of society in a spiritual atmosphere in which discriminatory social and religious boundaries
obliterate. I greet people of the entire Subcontinent on the Urs observance of Khwaja
Sahib (RA), praying that the day augurs well
for the increased prospects of lasting peace
and prosperity in the entire sub- continent,”
he said.
Among others Party Members of Parliament Muhammad Akbar Lone, Hasnain
Masoodi, Senior leaders Muhammad Shafi
Uri, and Mian Altaf Ahmed have also greeted people on the annual Urs of Khawaja Nizam
Ud Din Awliya (RA). (GNS)

BSF officials lodge strong
protest over drone activity on
IB with Pak rangers
Srinagar, Nov 24 (KNO): BSF officials held
a commandant level meeting with Pakistan
rangers at the International Border (IB) at
the border outpost at Octroi in Jammu and
lodged a strong protest over violation of IB
through drone movement.
In a statement issued to news agency—
Kashmir News Observer (KNO), a BSF spokesman said that BSF and Pakistan Rangers
commandant level border meeting was held
between BSF and Pakistan Rangers at the
International border of BOP Octroi.
“BSF delegation was led by Ajay Suryavanshi, Commandant and the Pakistan delegation
was led by Wing commander Lt. Col Aquil of
13 Wing Chenab Rangers. During the meeting
commander of both border guarding forces
discussed various issues including maintenance of border pillars and latest infrastructure activities on border, Pakistan Drone
operations and other activities,” the spokesman said, adding that the Pakistani Rangers
objected to the BSF defence construction work.
“Both commanders also agreed to resolve all
operational matters and border issues through
mutual understanding,” the statement said.
It said that a strong protest was lodged by
BSF regarding violation of IB by Pakistan
based drones and also apprised the Pakistani
commander to refrain from such activities.
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The Judiciary
Remains the Last Resort
in a Stifled Democracy

EDITORIAL

Database of
unorganised workers
The migrant labour crisis that played out during
the Covid-induced national lockdown last year exposed
the gaping holes in the social security architecture in
India. The absence of credible data on the migrant
workforce, the inability to identify them quickly enough,
meant that little policy support could be extended to
this section during a period of acute economic distress.
But this absence of comprehensive, granular data
extends well beyond the migrant workers, and encompasses the entire unorganised labour, which accounts
for roughly 90 per cent of the entire labour force in the
country. In its absence, it is difficult not only to design
appropriate policy support, but also to ensure delivery
of benefits during times of need. To address this glaring gap, the government has launched the e-Shram
portal — a database of unorganised workers. This is a
welcome and long overdue step. The identification and
registration of these workers marks the first stage in
a long journey towards creating a social security structure for this part of the labour force.
As reported in this paper, roughly a fifth of the
estimated unorganised workers in the country are now
registered on the database — the government hopes
to register 38 crore unorganised workers. Odisha leads
the coverage with around 87 per cent of its unorganised
workers registered on the portal, followed by West
Bengal, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Bihar. Preliminary
snapshots of the database reveal that 40.5 per cent
of unorganised workers belong to the OBC category,
27.4 per cent are from the general category, 23.7 per
cent are Scheduled Castes, while 8.3 per cent are
Scheduled Tribes. The portal also gathers information
on the occupations the workers are engaged in. As
reported in this paper, maximum registrations have
been in the agriculture sector (53.6 per cent), followed
by construction (12.2 per cent), and domestic and
household workers (8.71 per cent). Considering that
some sectors/occupations have been hit worse by the
pandemic, this is vital information. Governments could
tailor specific schemes to help those sections of the
unorganised labour force who have faced the brunt of
the economic dislocation. Reportedly, the database
will also be linked to Unnati — the proposed labour
matching platform.
There are several issues that require greater government attention. For one, the information gathered on
workers, especially on migrants, will need to be regularly updated. The states of origin and destination will
need to do this and keep track of circular migration.
Second, registration for those unwilling to do so will
need to be incentivised. Third, eligibility criteria for
schemes that depend on information that is not collected by the e-Shram portal will also need to be integrated. There is also the issue of portability of benefits,
extended at both the central and state level, that will
need to be examined. Merely creating a database of
workers is not enough, but identifying them, registering them, is a step towards including them in social
security schemes, and creating a more comprehensive
and robust social security architecture.
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 Badri Raina

E

nvironmental pollution snuffs
out the body. Denial of constitutional freedoms snuffs out the

soul.
Unsurprisingly, after the hearings on
the Pegasus-related questions and appeals
in the top court now seized of the matter
(and how), citizens whose allegiance to
constitutional democracy remains paramount were heard to say, “We breathe
again.”
Nor was the earlier judgment on the
right to privacy (Puttaswamy) any less
life-giving.
And if the notoriously draconian and
grossly misapplied Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act and National Security
Act
provisions of the law have not been
slapped yet on the two women journalists
just arrested in Assam for their upright
reporting on the communal violence in
Tripura, this may owe to repeated strictures
voiced by courts at all levels against such
misapplication of the said laws in case
after case against civil rights workers,
journalists, academics, public intellectuals, political opponents for exercising their
democratic rights.

That these uplifting and liberating judicial episodes have not been incidental but
a considered, perhaps even troubled, responses to a suffocating zeitgeist is nowhere
more eloquently suggested than in the detailed
content of Chief Justice of India N.V. Ramana’s address the other day to the PanIndia Legal Awareness and Outreach Campaign where judges of constitutional courts
were in attendance, as was the Attorney
General of India.
Speaking of the persisting inequities of
India’s economic and social life within a
“welfare” democracy, Justice Ramana noted how well-intentioned schemes still do
not filter down to those who need them most,
and how the judicial system still remains a
last resort.
That being so, he emphasised how the
foremost task must be to “preserve, protect,
and promote the independence and integrity of the judiciary at all levels”.
Significantly, the Chief Justice also underscored the need to act with “necessary
boldness in the face of adversity”.
In passing, would it not be truly a bolstering act for our democracy if our media outlets (a few excepted) were to take a hint from
Justice Ramana’s ‘concerning’ address, and
pick up the courage to likewise remain unwaveringly wedded to constitutional principles and judicial pronouncements in the
matter of citizen’s rights in the face of an
overbearing Executive, rather than look
perpetually at their “bottom lines”.
Review of old cases
Notably, the sensitivity of this Supreme
Court extends to its responsiveness to appeals made that challenge earlier judgments
in which both appellants and sections of the
public have voiced reservations from time
to time.
In that regard, the Supreme Court’s recent averment that it wants to see the closure
report filed before a Metropolitan Magistrate’s

Court in Ahmedabad by the special investigation team on the post-Godhra riots case(s)
is a telling pointer: “We want to see the closure report accepted by the Magistrate. It
will have reasons.”
To recall, this relates to the appeal filed
by Zakia Jafri, wife of the late Congress
member of parliament, Ehsan Jafri who was
killed at the Gulbarg Society complex in
those riots, challenging the Gujarat high
court’s endorsement of the Metropolitan
Magistrate’s finding, giving a clean chit to
the then accused persons.
It has been the contention of the appellant in the case(s) that the SIT had ignored/
overlooked vital pieces of evidence comprising police records, call records, as well as
personal testimonies, and drawn its closure
recommendations in the teeth of all that
sidelined evidence.
It will be interesting to follow the career
of the appeal in the days to come.
Logical citizen expectation
The decision of the Supreme Court to
want to see the closure report on the technically done and dusted post-Godhra riots
case(s) clearly also has a bearing on another case, also technically done and dusted but one that has left much to desire,
namely, the one pertaining to the purchase
of Rafale aircraft from the Dassault company in France.
To recall, the government of the day in
India submitted a sealed cover averment on
the issue to the Supreme Court which made
the determination that no wrongdoing was
in evidence in the transaction of the deal.
Yet, in the light of findings since then by
the Mediapart journalist organisation in
France to the effect that, indeed, proof exists
that kickbacks were paid to a middleman,
one Sushen Gupta, to the tune of €7.5 million
to secure the deal, the money being paid
into the Interstellar shell company at Mauritius, many look to the top court to reopen
hearings in the matter with a view to getting
to the truth of the transaction.
The payments apparently spanned from
the earlier NDA government when Atal Bihari Vajpayee was prime minister through
the succeeding UPA regime well into the life
of the present government.
Records with Mediapart show that the

Attorney General in Mauritius sent all relevant papers connected to the impugned
kickbacks to the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in the first half of October, 2018,
but the latter did not order a probe, unlike
the authorities in France.
It may be recalled that the then CBI director was removed from office on October
23 within a week of the receipt of those
documents in what came to be called a “midnight coup”.
Also to recall, that the very same middleman, Sushen Gupta was earlier found complicit in the proposed purchase of helicopters
from the AugustaWestland company in Italy, upon which the then Manmohan Singh
government both cancelled the deal and
blacklisted the company.
It is intriguing that the Modi government
has thought it fit since then to lift the blacklisted ban from AugustaWestland and render it eligible again for transactions.
Also to recall that just as the Rafale contract was set to go to the public sector undertaking, HAL, the Modi government thought
it fit to intervene at the highest level to shift
to an “inter-governmental” deal.
The citizen may not be wrong in thinking
that in the light of developments in the Rafale case subsequent to the sealed-cover
averment filed by the Modi government
earlier to the Supreme Court which was
accepted by the top court, the Supreme Court
now, as in the post-Godhra riots case, may
determine that the Rafale issue needs further
judicial scrutiny in order to meet the lawful
requirement to get to the truth and apportion
responsibility.
Petitions have long been pending with
the top court in regard to the dismaying
delay in listing cases related to the Citizenship Amendment Act, the now revoked Article 370 pertaining to the reading down of
the provision of “special status” to the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir, and the
legal and democratic propriety of the Electoral Bonds scheme.
In all three cases constitutional considerations of fundamental importance are
involved.
In the Citizenship Amendment Act matter, those challenging the Act have contended that the constitution disallows grant

of citizenship on the criterion of religious
affiliation; challenges made to the revocation
of the erstwhile Article 370 without reference to the people’s assembly in that beleaguered state likewise underscore an unconstitutional breach of a covenant made with
the people of Jammu and Kashmir; and the
Electoral Bonds scheme of fund collection
and distribution to political parties raises
grave apprehensions about the likely use of
the scheme for funnelling unaccounted
wealth, mostly to the advantage of the ruling
party.
No one knows better than the Supreme
Court that the delay in making judicial determinations in these cases continues to
cause anguish to citizens whose faith in the
rule of law continues to be gravely impaired
by decisions that seem to offend democratic and constitutional verities, besides fostering social disquiet.
Citing Justice Ramana, the judiciary has
indeed come to be the “last resort” in recent
times.
That being so, the citizenry hopes that
the anxieties expressed will come to see
speedy determination.
Nothing would function as a more potent
dyke to the flood of authoritarian predilections than such determinations, given that
vox populi finds it ever more difficult to be
heard with any effect in the public arena.
It will be said that the three farm laws
have now been promised to be repealed.
But, as farm leaders have already pointed
out, this announcement has come after more
than 700 farmers gave their lives to cold,
disease and other inclement life conditions
through a year-long protest action, having
suffered vile abuse from ruling party satraps
and even senior functionaries of governments, as a desperate electoral move.
Few will be fooled by the unconscionably cynical timing of the announcement
which has everything to do with the ruling party’s self-serving fears and little
with the life of the farmer.
They have also already made it known
that farmers’ demands span nine important points, and that their peaceful and
stoic agitation will continue till the government addresses their demands in
full, and on paper.

APPLE SUES ISRAELI SPYWARE MAKER
NSO GROUP OVER PEGASUS ATTACKS
 Anuj Srivas

A

pple on Tuesday announced
that it had filed a lawsuit
against Israel’s NSO group
and its parent company to hold it accountable for what it calls the “surveillance and targeting” of the company’s
users.
The case, filed in a Northern California court, provides new information on how the NSO Group appears
to have infected the devices of victims
with its flagship Pegasus spyware.
“To prevent further abuse and harm
to its users, Apple is also seeking a
permanent injunction to ban NSO
Group from using any Apple software,
services, or devices,” the company
said in a statement.
Apple’s move comes weeks after
the United States government placed
the company on a federal trade blacklist. The Biden administration determined that the NSO’s phone hacking

tools had been used by foreign governments to “maliciously target government officials, journalists, businesspeople, activists, academics, and
embassy workers.”
The lawsuit also comes a few months
after a consortium of international
media organisations — including The
Wire — revealed that Pegasus had
likely been abused in thousands of
cases spread across ten countries.
The consortium, called the ‘Pegasus Project’, was supported by forensic analysis conducted by Amnesty
International’s Security Lab, the
methodology of which was peer-reviewed by the University of Toronto’s
Citizen Lab
Both organisations were praised
specifically by Apple in their statement
put out on Tuesday.
“Apple commends groups like the
Citizen Lab and Amnesty Tech for
their groundbreaking work to identify cyber surveillance abuses and

help protect victims. To further
strengthen efforts like these, Apple
will be contributing $10 million, as
well as any damages from the lawsuit,
to organizations pursuing cybersurveillance research and advocacy,” the
company’s statement noted.
“Apple will also support the ac-

complished researchers at the Citizen
Lab with pro-bono technical, threat
intelligence, and engineering assistance to aid their independent research
mission, and where appropriate, will
offer the same assistance to other
organizations doing critical work in
this space.”

Experts have described Pegasus
as sophisticated, military-grade surveillance technology that allows the
operator unlimited access to a victim’s
device — everything from private
conversations to even the ability to
hijack a smartphone’s camera.
The NSO Group maintains that it
sells this software only to “vetted”
government clients across the world.
In July 2021, as part of the Pegasus
Project, The Wire revealed that the
verified numbers of over 300 Indians
were on a leaked list of potential
Pegasus targets.
“State-sponsored actors like the
NSO Group spend millions of dollars
on sophisticated surveillance technologies without effective accountability. That needs to change,” said
Craig Federighi, Apple’s senior vice
president of Software Engineering.
Exploit discovered by Citizen Lab
Apple’s legal complaint centres
around the NSO Group’s ‘FORCE-

DENTRY’, the name for an exploit for
a now-patched vulnerability previously used to break into a victim’s
Apple device.
This exploit was discovered first
by Citizen Lab.
“To deliver FORCEDENTRY to
Apple devices, attackers created
Apple IDs to send malicious data to
a victim’s device — allowing NSO
Group or its clients to deliver and
install Pegasus spyware without a
victim’s knowledge. Though misused
to deliver FORCEDENTRY, Apple
servers were not hacked or compromised in the attacks,” the company
said.
“Apple is notifying the small number of users that it discovered may
have been targeted by FORCEDENTRY.
Any time Apple discovers activity
consistent with a state-sponsored
spyware attack, Apple will notify the
affected users in accordance with
industry best practices.”

DISCLAIMER: The content, information, research or whatsoever the matter in the articles that appear on the editorial pages of Kashmir Digest and are uploaded on its online edition, is strictly authors’ own work. Kashmir Digest does not take
any responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, suitability, originality, and not plagiarised, or validity of any information on these articles. The information, facts or opinions appearing in these articles in no way reflect the views of Kashmir
Digest, and Kashmir Digest does not assume any responsibility or liability for the same. The responsibility of the content, in whatever manner, is solely, and totally, of authors’.
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Many environmentalists back Biden's move to tap oil reserve
WASHINGTON: Democrats and
climate activists generally supported
U.S. President Joe Biden's decision to
release a record 50 million barrels
of oil from America's strategic reserve,
even as the move appeared to
contradict his long-term vision of
combating climate change.
The U.S. action, announced Tuesday
in coordination with countries such
as India, the United Kingdom and
China, is aimed at global energy
markets and helping lower gasoline
prices that have risen more than a
dollar per gallon since January. But
it could also undermine Biden's climate
goals, including a 50% cut in greenhouse
gas emissions by 2030.
Some leading climate hawks,
however, said they were not concerned
by the move because they see it as a
short-term fix to meet a specific
problem. Sen. Ed Markey, D-Mass.,
who has focused on combating climate
change, said Biden was “taking
effective action to protect Americans
from oil price gouging” even as the
administration continues to boost
renewable energy that it hopes will
eventually mean less dependence
on fossil fuels.
“This is what reserves are for —
defending our economy against

disruption, Markey tweeted.
“Profiteering can’t go unanswered,
especially as Big Oil makes billions
and fuels the climate crisis through
exports.
The Strategic Petroleum Reserve
is an emergency stockpile to preserve
access to oil in case of natural disasters,
national security issues and other
events. Maintained by the Energy
Department, the reserves are stored
in caverns created in salt domes along
the Texas and Louisiana Gulf Coasts.
There are roughly 605 million barrels
of petroleum in the reserve.
Markey and other Democrats had
urged Biden to release oil from the
reserve to ease prices on consumers.
There have also been calls on the U.S.
President to reinstate a ban on crude
oil exports that was lifted in 2015.
Biden has made no move to reimpose
the export ban, which was repealed
by congressional Republicans in a
bid to assert U.S. energy dominance
and promote domestic production.
Biden has authority under the
legislation to declare an emergency
and limit or stop oil exports for up
to a year but is not expected to do
so.
Kelly Sheehan, senior director of
energy campaigns with the Sierra

Club, hailed Biden’s actions as a way
to ease Americans’ energy burdens.
But she said the current spike in oil
prices was a reminder that “the only
way to truly achieve energy security
is to rapidly transition away from
risky fossil fuels like oil and gas and
make it easier for more people to
access clean energy.
Lorne Stockman, research director
of Oil Change International, an
environmental group focused on
creating a “fossil-free future, said
Biden should have acted sooner, if
only to counter a barrage of Republican
criticism blaming him for high gasoline
prices.
“Presidents are always blamed
for high gas prices, whether they

have anything to do with it or
not,Stockman said, calling the measure
a small step to bring short-term relief
to American consumers.
Speaking at the White House on
Tuesday, Biden said the rise in gas
prices made the move necessary and
that it wouldn't distract from his
larger ambitions of moving toward
energy independence.
“My effort to combat climate
change is not raising the price of gas,''
Biden said. "What it is doing is
increasing the availability of jobs
building electric cars like the one I
drove ... in a GM factory in Detroit
last week.''
Americans who buy electric cars
will save up to $1,000 in fuel costs

this year, Biden said, "and we’re going
to put those savings within reach of
more Americans and create jobs
installing solar panels, batteries and
electric heat pumps. We can make
our economy and consumers less
vulnerable to these sorts of price
spikes when we do that.”
Biden said the White House was
looking into potential price gouging
by oil companies squeezing customers
while making money off lower costs.
And Energy Secretary Jennifer
Granholm said U.S. companies were
keeping production below prepandemic levels in order to increase
profits.
The coronavirus pandemic has
roiled energy markets. As closures
began in April 2020, demand collapsed
and oil futures prices turned negative.
Energy traders did not want to get
stuck with crude that they could not
store. But as the economy recovered,
prices jumped to a seven-year high
in October.
Sen. John Barrasso, R-Wyo., called
Biden's use of the strategic reserve,
along with calls for OPEC and Russia
to increase production, “desperate
attempts to address a Biden-caused
disaster” and no substitute for
increased American energy

UN Libya envoy bows out as presidential vote approaches
NEW YORK: The United
Nations' top envoy for Libya is
resigning weeks ahead of
presidential elections seen as
critical to the country's stability
after nearly a decade of chaos,
the world body said Tuesday.
Jan Kubis decided to step down
after just 10 months in the job.
With the presidential vote set
for Dec. 24, the U.N. is “working
as quickly as possible to ensure
continuity of leadership,”
spokesperson Stephane Dujarric
said at a news briefing at U.N.
headquarters.
He didn't give a reason for
Kubis' departure but said the
envoy didn't have any falling-out
with Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres. The Geneva-based Kubis

is still expected to brief the U.N.
Security Council on Wednesday,
as scheduled before his resignation.
Kubis, a former Slovak foreign
minister who previously held
high-level U.N. posts in Iraq and
Afghanistan, became the head
of the U.N. political mission in
Libya in January, after the world
body sought for nearly a year to
fill the sensitive job. One leading
candidate turned it down, some
U.N. member countries objected
to other suggestions and there
were changes in the job itself.
Libya plunged into turmoil
after a NATO-backed uprising in
2011 toppled dictator Moammar
Gadhafi, who was later killed.
The oil-rich nation then became
divided
between
rival

Israeli airstrike on
central Syria leaves 2
dead, 7 wounded
DAMASCUS: Syria’s military said Israeli
warplanes attacked army positions in the
country’s central region early Wednesday,
leaving two civilians dead and seven people
wounded — six of them soldiers.
State media quoted an unnamed military
official as saying the warplanes fired missiles
while flying over the airspace of neighboring
Lebanon. State news agency SANA quoted
the official as saying that the strike occurred
at 1:26 a.m. (2326 GMT).
The official said that Syria’s air defenses
shot down most of the missiles, adding that
in addition to the casualties there was also
some material damage.
A Syrian opposition war monitor said the
strikes hit positions housing Syrian fighters
loyal to Lebanon's Hezbollah group, west of
the central city of Homs.
The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights said the strikes killed four,
including two who lost their lives when they
were hit by parts of a Syrian surface-to-air
missile that fell in the central city of Homs.
There was no comment from the Israeli
military.
Israel has staged hundreds of strikes on
targets inside government-controlled Syria
over the years but rarely acknowledges or
discusses such operations.
Israel has acknowledged, however, that it
targets the bases of Iran-allied militias, such
as Lebanon’s Hezbollah group that has fighters
deployed in Syria.
It says it attacks arms shipments believed
to be bound for the militias.
Hezbollah is fighting on the side of Syrian
President Bashar Assad’s forces in the decadeold civil war.

governments — one in the east,
backed by military commander
Khalifa Hifter, and a U.N.supported administration in
Tripoli. Each side is backed by
different militias and foreign
powers.
U.N.-mediated talks led early

this year to the formation of a
transitional government intended
to lead the country to the
December elections. Hopefuls
include Hifter, Ghadafi's son Seif
al-Islam, former interior minister
Fathi Bashagha, parliament leader
Aguila Saleh and interim Prime

Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibah,
who filed a request to run despite
rules barring him from doing so.
The Geneva-based Kubis has
emphasized the election's
importance.
“Holding the elections in Libya,
even in less-than-ideal situation,
and with all imperfections,
challenges and risks, is much
more desirable than no elections,”
he told the Security Council in
September.
“That could only foster division,
instability and conflict.”
Dujarric said Kubis' resignation
wasn't taking effect immediately
but didn't specify when it would.
He emphasized that the U.N. is
continuing its work to support
the election process.

Declining marriage numbers add to
China's demographic conundrum
BEIJING: Fewer people are getting
married in China in addition to the
falling birth rates, hastening the
demographic crisis in the world's most
populous country, according to an
official data.
The number of marriage registrations
in China has fallen for seven consecutive
years and hit a 17-year low last year,
figures from the recently released
China Statistical Yearbook 2021 showed.
A total of 5.87 million couples got
married in China in the first three
quarters of 2021, down slightly from
the same period of last year, according
to the data released by the Ministry
of Civil Affairs.
It is expected that the number of
marriage registrations in China will
continue to decline in 2021, state-run
China Daily reported on Wednesday.
This is in addition to the falling
birth rates.
The birth-rate in China last year
was 0.852 percent, falling below one
percent for the first time since 1978,
figures from the China Statistical
Yearbook 2021 book revealed.
As the demographic crisis deepened,
China has permitted all couples to
have two children in 2016, scrapping
the draconian decades-old one-child
policy and revised it this year permitting
three children, which however drew
a poor response.
The decision to permit the third
child came after the latest once-in-adecade census showed that China's
population grew at the slowest pace
to 1.412 billion amid official projections
that the decline may begin as early
as next year.

Outlining the reasons for the falling
marriage registrations, He Yafu, a
demographic expert identified decline
in the number of young people in China
as one of the reasons.
The population of the post-80s,
post-90s and post-2000s in China has
been on the decline, he said, citing
the National Bureau of Statistics.
Also, the desire of young people
to get married has generally fallen
due to reasons such as high work
pressure and great improvement in
women's education level and economic
independence, he told the China Daily.
Another major reason is the
unbalanced ratio of male and female
population.
In China, men outnumber women
by 34.9 million as per the seventh
National Census.
Among them, there are 17.52 million
more men in their 20s than women
of marriageable age.
In addition, the high cost of living,
including soaring housing prices, is
also a big obstacle to young people

wanting to get married and have
children, he said.
In China, marriage and childbirth
are closely linked, and the proportion
of children born out of wedlock is low,
He said.
So the decline in marriage
registration is bound to have a negative
impact on the birth rate, he said.
Thus, remedial measures should
be stepped up, He said.
Local governments' reduction of
housing costs for the young is one
example.
To encourage young people to get
married and have children, marriage
and maternity leave should also be
extended, He said.
The falling fertility rate, relatively
early retirement age and the threechild policy have become a major
concern for China as the country is
greying faster than earlier predictions.
The number of people aged 60 or
above has already touched 264 million,
accounting for 18.7 percent of the total
population.

production.
Lukas Ross, manager of climate
and energy justice at Friends of the
Earth, another environmental group,
said the spike in gas prices shows
that “our continued dependence on
a volatile compound that is literally
cooking the climate is exactly why
we need” Biden's sweeping social
and environmental bill approved as
quickly possible.
The $2 trillion bill, which has been
approved in the House and is pending
in the Senate, includes about $550
billion for climate change efforts,
including proposals to boost wind
and solar power and support electric
vehicles. Republicans unanimously
oppose the measure.
Biden has said the U.S. needs to
transition away from oil dependence,
and “now is the moment to keep that
promise by urgently speeding the
transition to electric cars and a
renewable energy grid,'' said Kassie
Siegel, director of a climate law
institute at the Center for Biological
Diversity, another environmental
group.
“Price volatility will always be
part of Big Oil’s playbook,'' she added.
"Let’s break their stranglehold on
our economy once and for all.”

Apple suing Israeli
hacker-for-hire company
NSO Group
RICHMOND: Tech giant Apple announced
Tuesday it is suing Israel’s NSO Group, seeking
to block the world’s most infamous hacker-forhire company from breaking into Apple's products,
like the iPhone.
Apple said in a complaint filed in federal
court in California that NSO Group employees
are “amoral 21st century mercenaries who have
created highly sophisticated cyber-surveillance
machinery that invites routine and flagrant
abuse." Apple said NSO Group's spyware, called
Pegasus, had been used to attack a small number
of Apple customers worldwide.
“State-sponsored actors like the NSO Group
spend millions of dollars on sophisticated
surveillance technologies without effective
accountability. That needs to change,” said Craig
Federighi, Apple’s senior vice president of software
engineering.
NSO Group has broadly denied wrongdoing
and said its products have been used by
governments to save lives.
“Pedophiles and terrorists can freely operate
in technological safe-havens, and we provide
governments the lawful tools to fight it. NSO
group will continue to advocate for the truth,”
the company said in a statement.
It's the latest blow to the hacking firm, which
was recently blacklisted by the U.S. Commerce
Department and is currently being sued by social
media giant Facebook.
Security researchers have found Pegasus
being used around the world to break into the
phones of human rights activists, journalists
and even members of the Catholic clergy.
Pegasus infiltrates phones to vacuum up
personal and location data and surreptitiously
controls the smartphone’s microphones and
cameras. Researchers have found several examples
of NSO Group tools using so-called “zero click”
exploits that infect targeted mobile phones
without any user interaction.
The Biden administration announced this
month that NSO Group and another Israeli
cybersecurity firm called Candiru were being
added to the “entity list,” which limits their
access to U.S. components and technology by
requiring government permission for exports.
Also this month, security researchers disclosed
that Pegasus spyware was detected on the
cellphones of six Palestinian human rights activists.
And Mexican prosecutors recently announced
they have arrested a businessman on charges
he used the Pegasus spyware to spy on a journalist.
Facebook has sued NSO Group over the use
of a somewhat similar exploit that allegedly
intruded via its globally popular encrypted
WhatsApp messaging app. A U.S. federal appeals
court issued a ruling this month rejecting an
effort by NSO Group to have the lawsuit thrown
out.
Apple also announced Tuesday that it was
donating $10 million, as well as any damages
won in the NSO Group lawsuit, to cybersurveillance
researchers and advocates.

Japan, Vietnam look to space and cyber defence against China
TOKYO: Japan and Vietnam on
Tuesday signed a cybersecurity
agreement as the two Asian nations
rapidly step up their military ties
amid concerns over China’s growing
assertiveness.
Japan’s Defense Minister Nobuo
Kishi told reporters that the cyberspace
agreement aimed to address a “strong
sense of urgency” over activities in
the Indo-Pacific region that challenge

the existing international order,
indicating China without identifying
any country by name.
Kishi said talks with his Vietnamese
counterpart, Phan Van Giang, had
taken “defense cooperation between
the two countries to a new level.”
Japan has in recent years stepped
up cyber defense cooperation with
the United States, Australia and other
partners, and participated in a NATO

cyberspace exercise in April. Japan
has also held cybersecurity talks with
Vietnam, Singapore and Indonesia.
Japanese Defense Ministry says
cyberattacks are part of rising security
threats from China as it becomes
more assertive in the region — a shared
concern by the United States and
other allies in the region.
Tokyo regularly protests the
Chinese coast guard’s presence near

the Japanese-controlled Senkaku
islands, which China also claims and
calls Diaoyu. Japanese officials say
Chinese vessels routinely violate
Japanese territorial waters around
the islands, sometimes threatening
fishing boats.
Kishi also said he raised concerns
over the recent escalation of joint
military activities by China and Russia
near Japanese waters and airspace.
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Advisor Bhatnagar visits Doda Registration of unorganized
workers on e-SHRAM portal
reviewed at Shopian

Inspects ongoing construction works on GMC Doda
DODA, NOVEMBER 24: Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev
Rai Bhatnagar today visited Government Medical College, Doda
and inspected the ongoing construction works there.
The Advisor was accompanied
by Principal Secretary PWD (R&B)
Shalindra Kumar, Principal GMC
Doda, Dr. Noor Ali, Additional
District Commissioner, Doda, Ravi
Bharti, XENs of R&B, PHE, PDD,
senior officers of health, PWD and
other allied departments.
During their visit, Advisor Bhatnagar examined the ongoing construction works on various segments
of the GMC like Administration
Block, Boys and Girls Hostel, residential Blocks and other outdoor
developmental works.
The Advisor directed the officers
of executing agencies to expedite
the pace oo ongoing works and
complete the process of construction within stipulated time period.
He asked the officer to handover
the buildings which have been
completed so that they can be made
functional and used for the required
purpose. Advisor Bhatnagar further
delved upon the officers to carry
regular visit to construction site
so that the progress of work can be
assessed and monitored on regular
basis and quality of work is maintained.

While taking stock of basic facilities in the GMC building, the
Advisor directed the XEN PHE and
XEN PDD to take up the matter on
priority and provide the basic facilities of water and electricity in
the GMC at the earliest.
Later on, the Advisor visited
the District and Associated Hospital of GMC and took stock of

medical facilities being provided
to the general public besides reviewed its functioning.During the
visit, Advisor Bhatnagar inspected
different sections of the hospital
and wards and also interacted with
the hospital authorities as well as
staff. He directed the concerned
officers for upgradation of facilities
at the hospital so that better patient

care is provided.
The Advisor also inspected the
construction works on additional
blocks of the hospital and observed
that the ongoing works for Emergency ward should be re-examined.
During the visit, the Principal
informed the Advisor regarding
the faculty position of the hospital
besides other related issues.

SHOPIAN, NOVEMBER
24: The Additional Deputy
Commissioner (ADC) Shopian, Mushtaq Ahmed Simnani
today chaired a meeting to
review the implementation
and registration of unorganized workers on National
Database for Unorganized
Workers (NDUW), e-SHRAM portal in
the district.
On the occasion, the ADC directed the
officers of all the departments to register
the daily wagers associated with their respective departments on an e-Shram portal to achieve the requisite target well on
time.
He asked the concerned officers to work
in proper coordination in monitoring of
mobilisation of target sub-groups of unorganised workers like MGNREGA workers, SHG members under NRLM and Street
vendors, Auto drivers, Agricultural labourers and Fishermen through respective line
departments for registration under eSHRAM in terms of defined targets.
Simnani said that e-SHRAM portal
launched by the Government is aimed at
facilitating better execution of various
Social Security schemes for all unorganised
workers. He said that the portal will not
only register the unorganised workers of
the district but also be helpful in delivering
various social security schemes being

Principal Secretary Agriculture launches
farm machinery distribution camp
SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER 24: As a sequel to government’s endeavor towards
realizing Prime Minister’s
goal of doubling income of
farmers by 2022, Principal
Secretary Agriculture Production and Farmers Welfare Department, Navin
Kumar Choudhary, today
launched farm machinery
distribution camp at Agriculture Complex Lalmandi,
Srinagar.
Principal Secretary
handed over the keys of
tractors and mobile vending
carts to the beneficiary farmers under CAPEX.
He also inspected the
stalls established by some
of the progressive farmers
and agri-entrepreneurs of

the valley during the camp.
Speaking on the occasion, Principal Secretary
exhorted upon the officers
to guide the farmers towards
increasing production of
different agriculture crops
amid the changing climatic and environmental conditions. He said that promoting mechanization among
the farming community,
human resource development through trainings and
awareness programs, diversification of agriculture,
organic way of cultivation
are the important contours
to achieve the vision of self
reliance in the field of agriculture.
Navin Choudhary reiterated the importance of con-

Block Diwas held at
Imamsahib, Shopian

SHOPIAN, NOVEMBER 24: To address the issues
of public at their door steps, the District Administration Shopian today organized Block Diwas cum grievance redressal camp at Block Imamsahib, Shopian,
under the chairmanship of District Development Commissioner (DDC) Shopian, Sachin Kumar Vaishya.
Speaking on the occasion, the DDC said that the
present UT Government is committed to ensure balanced growth and development of all areas.
He said that the Government is keen on providing
corruption free and transparent service to the people
so that they do not have to face any inconvenience. He
added that the aim of conducting weekly Block Diwas
is to bridge the gap between people and Administration to ensure smooth and timely public service delivery.He stressed for close coordination of PRIs with
the administration for proper planning and saturation
of development works in their respective areas.
On the occasion, the people of Imamsahib raised
various issues and demands the DDC heard their issues and demands patiently and assured that their
genuine demands will be looked into and resolved at
an earliest.Regarding Covid, the Vaishya appealed to
the people to follow Covid appropriate behavior and
ensure usage of masks, sanitizers and maintenance
of social distance.The DDC directed the officers to
ensure execution of all ongoing developmental works
on priority basis within stipulated time frame.
Joint Director Planning, Khursheed Ahmed Khatana, Sub-Divisional Magistrate, Zainapora, Mushtaq
Ahmed, Assistant Commissioner Development, Hilal
Ahmed Jeri, AEEs, Block Development Officer, Sarpanches and other concerned officers/officials, besides
large number of people from the adjoining areas of
Imam Sahib were present.

necting farmers with the
buyers saying that it should
be done at Panchayat and
block level so that the farm-

ers could fetch maximum
returns for their produce.
'We are unique in some crops
and agriculture products

like saffron, black zeera, red
chilli, green peas, Guchee
(Wild Mushroom) ghee, and
other spices which needs
to be promoted and introduced to the different marketing platforms at global
level', he maintained. He
highlighted the importance
of strict adherence to the
set parameters so far as the
organic vegetable cultivation
is concerned. He said the
organic vegetables produced
must be purely organic and
should meet the global parameters. Director Agriculture, Kashmir, Choudhary
Mohammad Iqbal, briefed
the Principal Secretary regarding the initiative under
which the farm machinery
was provided to the benefi-

ciary farmers.
Director J&K Horticulture Planning and Marketing Vishesh Mahajan, Joint
Director Agriculture Extension, Sheikh Shahid Iqbal,
Joint Director Agriculture
Inputs Farooq Ahmad Bhat,
Joint Director Apiculture
and Mushroom, Peer Syed
Mohammad, Chief Agriculture Officer, Srinagar, Mohammad Younis Chowdhary
and other senior officers of
the department were present on the occasion.
Later, Principal Secretary had an interaction session with the LULU Group
regarding marketing of
different agriculture products from the UT at international level.

DG IMPARD chairs valedictory
function of 3 day training course
SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER 24:
Director General, Jammu and Kashmir Institute of Management, Public
Administration and Rural Development, Saurabh Bhagat, today chaired
the valedictory function of three-day
training course on “Mainstreaming
Disaster Management”.
The training course was coordinated by Dr. G M Dar, Associate Professor.
While speaking on the occasion,
Saurabh Bhagat highlighted the importance of disaster preparedness.
He said that in a country like India
where disasters like floods, earthquakes, cyclones, landslides and road
accidents are a common occurrence,
remaining prepared to mitigate the
effects of disasters once they strike
is very important. Since disaster preparedness is a multi-sectoral approach,
it is important to sensitize the relevant
departments of the Union Govern-

ment and state/UT governments in
time. It was in this backdrop, that the
present Training Course on “Mainstreaming Disaster Management” was
organised by J&K IMPARD for Education department.
Director General informed the
participants that such disaster sensitization programmes would be organised by J&K IMPARD for other
departments also.
He said that J&K IMPARD intends
to conduct training for Aapda Mitra,
the volunteers who respond to disas-

ters at short notice and are the first
to reach a disaster hit place.
Director General also informed
the participants that J&K IMPARD
would also continue to organise training course on other subjects as well
such as Civil Services Regulation;
General Financial Rules(GFR)-2017;
Government e-Marketplace (GeM);
Employees’ Conduct Rules; Classification, Control, & Appeal Rules;
Computer Basics; e-Office & e-Procurement; and demography and geography of the UT of J&K.

implemented by the Government.
Earlier, Assistant Labour Commissioner, Abdul Majid Tantray gave a brief
about the use of e-SHRAM portal. He apprised the chair that the efforts are on to
register other unorganized workers too in
the district to achieve the required target
and added that the unorganized workers
can register at the nearest CSCs or can
register themselves on the portal.
The ADC stressed the officers to ensure
holding of regular registration camps at
the district and CSC level for the unorganised workers.
He said such awareness camps would
prove helpful to disseminate Information,
Education and Communication (IEC)
amongst the prospective beneficiaries of
e-SHRAM and their implementation through
the Labour and Employment department
and other official machinery.
The meeting was attended by Assistant
Commissioner, Employment, Abdul Majid
Tantray and District Social Welfare Officer
besides Representatives from Agriculture,
Horticulture and ICDS among other officers.

Dr. Sehrish assumes charge
of Mission Director RUSA

SRINAGAR, NOVEMBER 24: Dr. Syed Sehrish
Asgar today assumed the charge of Mission Director,
Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA).
Immediately after assuming the charge, Dr. Sehrish
took an introductory meeting with the officials of RUSA
and emphasised on them to work with utmost dedication and devotion so that the objectives behind the
establishment of Mission are achieved.
The Mission Director delved upon the officers the
key objectives of RUSA are to improve access, equity
and quality in higher education through planned development of higher education and focus should be
made on due implementation of these.
Dr. Sehrish further said that Higher Education is
pivotal for the development of the country and through
this Mission, transformative reforms in the higher
education system can be created by facilitative institutional structure besides it will help to create an
environment of promoting research and innovation
in higher education institutions.
The Mission Director also asked the officials that
the RUSA has a separate component for bringing equity in higher education for socially and educationally backward classes and therefore due measures
should be taken to ensure that adequate opportunities
are provided to these classes.
On the occasion, the officers of RUSA informed the
Mission Director about various components of the
Mission and highlighted that RUSA places greater
emphasis on the improvement of the quality of teaching-learning processes in order to produce employable
and competitive graduates, post-graduates and PhDs.

Capacity building
programme on drug abuse
prevention
held at Pulwama
PULWAMA, NOVEMBER 24: Integrated Child Pro-

tection Office Pulwama today organised one day ‘Capacity building programme on drug abuse’ in Pulwama in
collaboration with Social Welfare department Pulwama,
here.

DDC B’gam conducts public outreach programme
at Khampora Sarai, Chadoora
Mughal era monument in the area shall be preserved, face lifted: DC
BUDGAM, NOVEMBER
24: Continuing the public
outreach initiative, the District Development Commissioner (DDC) Budgam today
held a public darbar at village Khampora Sarai of
Tehsil Chadoora.
The darbar apart from
locals was also attended by
many deputations of adjacent villages, civil society

and PRI members.
Speaking on the occasion, the DDC said that
instructions issued in public interaction programmes
has brought significant
confidence and change
among general public, besides they now a day’s feel
that District Administration
with sincere desire and commitment is listening to them

directly.During the darbar,
Mirza patiently took note
of the issues and demands
put forth by the representatives of local populace, individually as well as through
deputations.
The demands were
mostly based on routine
requirements consisting
improvement in water supply, preservation and con-

servation of Mughal era
monument Sarai, fencing
of its surroundings, making
it attractive destination for
tourists, in addition develop the village keeping its
old and present history in
view.Responding to the issues, the DDC said special
focus will be envisaged to
develop the village as modern tourist destination,

besides the village as it already has one of its kind
Mughal era monument
deserves its preservation
and face lifting. The residents also need to share
their responsibility and give
support to administration
in each of its initiative and
activities to be executed, he
added.Regarding other issues, the DC assured locals

that fast track redressal
process will be initiated
subject to weather conditions.Later, the DDC inspected PHC Hayatpora and
took stock of the status of
its readiness. He directed
R&B department to expedite
the process of remaining
construction work before
the weather conditions could
deteriorate further.
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Daily mouthwash may inactivate
human coronaviruses: Study
In a fight against the novel
coronavirus, scientists have found
that certain oral antiseptics and
mouthwashes may have the ability
to inactivate human coronaviruses.
The results, published in the
Journal of Medical Virology, indicate
that some of these products might
be useful for reducing the amount
of virus in the mouth after infection
and may help to reduce the spread
of SARS-CoV-2, the coronavirus
that causes Covid-19.
"While we wait for a vaccine
to be developed, methods to reduce
transmission are needed. The
products we tested are readily
available and often already a part
of people's daily routines," said study
researcher Craig Meyers from the
Penn State University in the US.
During the study, the research
team tested several oral and
nasopharyngeal rinses in a
laboratory setting for their ability
to inactivate human coronaviruses,
which are similar in structure to
SARS-CoV-2.
The products evaluated include
a one per cent solution of baby
shampoo, peroxide sore-mouth
cleansers, and mouthwashes.
The researchers found that
several of the nasal and oral rinses
had a strong ability to neutralize
human coronavirus, which suggests
that these products may have the
potential to reduce the amount of
virus spread by people who are
Covid-19-positive.
They used a test to replicate
the interaction of the virus in the
nasal and oral cavities with the
rinses and mouthwashes.
They treated solutions
containing a strain of human
coronavirus, which served as a
readily available and genetically
similar alternative for SARS-CoV-2,
with the baby shampoo solutions,

various peroxide antiseptic rinses
and various brands of mouthwash.
They allowed the solutions to
interact with the virus for 30
seconds, one minute and two
minutes, before diluting the
solutions to prevent further virus
inactivation.
According to Meyers, the outer
envelopes of the human coronavirus
tested and SARS-CoV-2 are
genetically similar so the research
team hypothesizes that a similar
amount of SARS-CoV-2 may be
inactivated upon exposure to the
solution.
To measure how much virus
was inactivated, the researchers

India at heart
of global efforts to
produce Covid
vaccine
As the largest global supplier of drugs
and producer of 60% of the world’s vaccines,
India has long been known as the “pharmacy
of the world”.
Now, as the frenzied hunt for a Covid-19
vaccine gathers momentum, the country
is playing an increasingly strategic and
central role in the development,
manufacturing – and, crucially, possible
future distribution – of several possible
Covid shots.
With more than 7.5 million cases and
about 115,000 deaths, India is also one of
the worst affected countries by the virus,
second only to the US.
A deal has already been struck for the
Serum Institute of India, based in the city
of Pune, to produce 1bn doses of the the
Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine, seen as the
forerunner in the vaccine race. In
anticipation of its success, it has already
begun production of almost 2m samples
of the vaccine and is carrying out phase
3 human clinical trials on thousands of
patients spread across 15 Covid-19 hotspots
in India.
This week, the Serum Institute of India
said it was confident the AstraZeneca vaccine
would be ready by December and would
be licensed for distribution in India by March.
Adar Poonawalla, the CEO of the Serum
institute of India, said he was “very optimistic”
that more than one successful vaccine was
imminent.
“A lot of the data that I have seen offthe-record in a lot of these vaccines is very
promising and more than three to four
vaccines will be successful very soon in the
next year,” said Poonawalla.
The Serum Institute, which this week
also began human trials on an intranasal
Covid vaccine, is just one of the dozens of
Indian companies in the running to produce
the much-coveted vaccine, of which there
are almost 200 different types being
developed across the world.
Johnson and Johnson, whose Covid-19
vaccine is also in phase 3 clinical trials, has
struck a deal with the Indian pharmaceutical
company Biological E to produce up to 500m
doses if successful.

placed the diluted solutions in
contact with cultured human cells.
They counted how many cells
remained alive after a few days of
exposure to the viral solution and
used that number to calculate the
amount of human coronavirus that
was inactivated as a result of
exposure to the mouthwash or
oral rinse that was tested.
The one per cent baby shampoo
solution, which is often used by
head and neck doctors to rinse the
sinuses, inactivated greater than
99.9 per cent of human coronavirus
after a two-minute contact time.
Several of the mouthwash and
gargle products also were effective

at inactivating the infectious virus.
Many inactivated greater than
99.9 per cent of the virus after only
30 seconds of contact time and
some inactivated 99.99 per cent
of the virus after 30 seconds.
The results with mouthwashes
are promising and add to the
findings of a study showing that
certain types of oral rinses could
inactivate SARS-CoV-2 in similar
experimental conditions, the study
noted.
Recently, a study, published in
the Journal of Infectious Diseases,
found that Sars-Cov-2 viruses can
be "inactivated" using commercially
available mouthwashes.

Study reveals antibodies fade quickly
in recovering COVID-19 patients
The antibody levels in the blood of COVID-19
patients drop rapidly during the weeks after their
bodies have cleared the virus and symptoms have
subsided, suggest the findings of a new study.
In the absence of approved, effective
treatments for COVID-19, some hospitals have
been treating patients with severe COVID
symptoms with blood plasma from recovering
patients. The blood of recovered patients contains
antibodies that act against the coronavirus.
While plasma hasn't yet shown a benefit in
randomised trials, some small retrospective
studies suggest it may reduce illness severity
and reduce hospitalization time.
The research was published in the journal
mBio, an open-access journal of the American
Society for Microbiology. If convalescent plasma
is ultimately shown to have a clear benefit, the
authors concluded, then it needs to be collected
during a specific window of time after recovery.
However, recovering patients can't donate blood

until at least 14 days after symptoms have
subsided, to give the body time to clear viral
particles.
"We don't want to transfuse the virus,
just transfuse the antibodies," said Andres
Finzi, Ph.D., at the University of Montreal, in
Canada. "But at the same time, our work
shows that the capacity of the plasma to
neutralize viral particles is going down during
those first weeks."
The spike protein of SARS-CoV-2 plays a
crucial role in helping the virus grab and invade
host cells. Antibodies produced by the body's
immune system bind to a part of this protein
and block the capacity of this "key" to engage
with the host's cellular "lock", said Finzi,
preventing the viral particle from infecting a
cell host.
Previous studies suggest that antibodies
against the SARS-CoV-2 spike protein peak 2
or 3 weeks after the onset of symptoms.
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Fighting Bacteria, Maintaining Heart Health and Other Benefits of Fat in the Body
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We all require a healthy diet, consisting of all the macro
and micronutrients, to keep our body fit. Since most of us
pay special attention to the proteins and vitamins in our diet,
the role of fats in our body tends to get ignored. You may not
realize this but fats help perform some important functions
that help keep diseases at bay. The two types of unsaturated
fats; monounsaturated fatty acids (MUFA) and polyunsaturated
fatty acids (PUFA) help in reducing bad cholesterol in the
body and also keep the heart healthy.
In a recent study, published in the journal Science on 16th
October 2020, it was found that fat helps fight bacteria by
helping the immune system of the body.
Fat helps in fighting bacteria
Earlier it was believed that lipid droplets (fat molecules
present in the cells) are used by bacteria to be able to survive
inside the host cells. However, in this recent research, scientists
found that these lipid droplets can help destroy bacteria,
thus protecting the cells.
It is a well-known fact that whenever a foreign microorganism
enters the body, the immune system recruits white blood
cells such as macrophages to fight that infection. In case of
a bacterial infection, the lipid droplets move to that part of
the macrophage where the bacteria are present.
During the fight between the bacteria and macrophages,
the bacteria uses all the nutrients and thus the white blood
cells are deprived of energy.
At this point, the lipid droplets not only act as a fuel source
for the mitochondria (powerhouse of the cell) but also attack
the bacteria.
As per the scientists, these lipid molecules could be used
as an alternative way to fight bacterial infection, especially
in the cases of antibiotic-resistant superbugs.
Following are some other benefits of fats:
1. They help in temperature regulation of the body
There are several types of fat in the body, out of which
the brown fat, also called the brown adipose tissue, dissipates
energy and produces heat whenever our body requires it.
Thus, it helps maintain body temperature.
2. They are important for improving cardiovascular
and metabolic health
Both monounsaturated and polyunsaturated fats are
essential for maintaining heart health. Omega-3 fats (a type
of polyunsaturated fats) help lower blood pressure, reduce
the levels of triglycerides and bad cholesterol, thus decreasing
the risk of heart attack and stroke.
3. They help in absorption of vitamins
Fat-soluble vitamins such as vitamins A, D, E and K are
extremely essential for the body as they help in maintaining
healthy teeth, bones, joints, mucus membranes and skin.
However, they can only be absorbed in the body if you add
unsaturated fats (sunflower, olive, walnut and corn oil) in
your diet.
4. They help lose weight
This might seem unbelievable to many but the consumption
of healthy fats such as fish, nuts, seeds, olive oil and coconut
oil can help keep you feeling full for a longer period of time,
thus aiding weight loss.
5. They help keep skin healthy
Fatty acids such as EPA and DHA help in maintaining
excellent skin health as they prevent the skin from drying,
manage the oil production of the skin, prevent premature
ageing of the skin and also protect the skin from sun damage.

Weight Gain to Increased Risk of Behavioural Disorders:
The Many Harmful Effects of Sugar
Sugars are carbohydrates that
we obtain from our diet. Once inside
our body, carbohydrates are broken
down into simpler sugars such as
glucose (main energy source) and
fructose. Though we obtain sugars
from fruits, vegetables and dairy
products, extra sugar is added to
processed foods like biscuits, pies,
soft drinks and syrups; this is called
added sugars.
While moderate intake of sugar
is needed to maintain health and
generate energy for everyday
activities, excess intake can disrupt
metabolism and lead to severe health
issues, especially obesity.
Now, a study published in the
journal Evolution and human
behaviour indicates that excessive
intake of fructose, a sugar present
abundantly in fruits and honey and
used as an artificial sweetener in
the form of high fructose corn syrup,
can increase your risk of aggressive
behaviour, attention deficit

hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and
bipolar disorder.

produce acid, which erodes the
dental enamel over time. While
sugars present in fruits and
vegetables is not as bad, added or
free sugar present in processed
foods and fruits juices can put you
at risk of tooth decay.

Here are some more harmful
effects of excess sugar intake that
you should know:
1. It can lead to weight gain
Weight gain occurs when you
take in more calories in a day than
your body burns. If you overindulge
in sugary foods, especially processed
ones, you are increasing your calorie
intake without adding to your
nutrition. Additionally, liquid sugars
suppress your appetite-control
system as they are not as satisfying
as solid food. This may lead to
overeating and obesity.
2. It is bad for your heart
Experts say that excessive sugar
intake is directly linked to increased
risk of heart diseases. Sugar causes
you to gain weight and increases
inflammation in your body. It also

raises your triglyceride levels and
puts you at risk of high blood
pressure and atherosclerosis, which
ultimately affects your heart.
According to a study published
in JAMA Internal Medicine, people
who take from 17% to 21% of their
calories from added sugars are at
an about 38% higher risk of dying
from cardiovascular diseases as

compared to those who take only
8% of their calories from added
sugars.
3. It can cause tooth decay
Excessive sugar consumption
is one of the major causes of tooth
decay. Sugar supports the growth
of cavity-causing bacteria. When
they metabolize sugar, these bacteria

4. It may speed up ageing
It has been known that higher
levels of sugar in your diet show
up in the blood and skin and lead
to increased production of advanced
glycation end-products (AGEs).
Glycation is a process in which
glucose and fructose molecules
bind to collagen and elastin in the
skin, proteins that are responsible
for maintaining the structural
integrity and elasticity of the skin.
AGEs are naturally produced during
metabolism but their increased
levels are damaging to health. Apart
from ageing, AGEs also put you at
risk of inflammation, diabetes and
cardiovascular diseases.
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JSCL to expand free Wi-Fi service in Jammu
city under Smart City Mission
Signs pact with LMES to install Wi-Fi hotspots at 20 more locations
JAMMU, NOVEMBER 24: To attract tourist footfall and benefit students as well as the business community, the Jammu Smart City Limited (JSCL) has decided to expand its
free Wi-Fi service to 20 more locations
under the Smart City Mission.
In this regard, JSCL has signed
an agreement with LMES to provide
the Wi-Fi hotspots at 20 more locations under Phase-II.
The agreement was signed and
exchanged between the Chief Executive officer (CEO), JSCL, Avny Lavasa and Director LMES.
Under the expansion plan, the free
Wi-Fi hotspots will be installed in
areas like Government Medical College Jammu, Railway Station Jammu,

Canal Road Jammu, Jammu University, Channi Himmat, Trikuta Nagar,
Shastri Nagar and others.
The decision to expand the free
Wi-Fi service was taken after an overwhelming response to phase-I.
In phase-I, the hotspots were installed at 16 different locations, which
witnessed massive response as 1100
people avail benefits on daily basis.
Over 4500 people connect to the
network on the monthly basis to these
hotspots from KC Plaza to Raghunath
Mandir to Mubarak Mandi to Kachi
Chawni to Indra Chowk.
Speaking on the occasion, Chief
Executive officer (CEO), JSCL, Avny
Lavasa said that the Jammu Smart
City Limited (JSCL) is committed to

improve the quality of life of people
by enabling local development and
harnessing technology to create smart
outcomes for citizens.
She added that internet connectivity is an important component of the
smart city and many other projects
related to urban infrastructure are
coming under the Jammu Smart City
mission.
Appreciating the initiative of JSCL,
Director LMES, said that they have
been working to ensure high-speed
internet with maximum coverage on
the roads. He added that they are
providing enough data for daily use
but if users want more data there is
an option for purchase.
It is pertinent to mention here that

the JSCL has completed 39 projects
worth Rs 671.63 crores and 45 projects
worth Rs 1294.64 crores are at different stages of execution.
The projects including Vertical
Garden, Façade Lighting Illumination
of Bahu Fort, Fountains at Rotaries,
Multilevel Parking at Bus Stand and
Phase-1 of Wayfinding Signages were
completed in a stipulated time frame
and work on other important projects
are going on.
Additional CEO, JSCL, Hitesh
Gupta, Team Leader, Project Management Consultancy (PMC), Pushpendra Srivastava and other senior officials of Jammu Municipal Corporations (JMC), JSCL were also present
on the occasion.

Weekly Block Diwas: Public Outreach Arrangements for
programme held at Dhar Mahanpur observing WDD
KATHUA, NOVEMBER
24:To listen to the issues
and grievances of the people, a Public Outreach Programme was held today at
Block Development Office,
Dhar Mahanpur as part of
weekly Block Divas program.
District Development
Council, Chairperson, Mahan Singh, Deputy Commissioner, Rahul Yadav;
BDC chairperson DharMahanpur Sushma Devi;
District Officers of line departments and PRIs of concerned Panchayats and a
large number of locals participated in the Block Diwas.
Several public delegations, individuals besides
PRI members projected the
local demands and problems
being faced by the public.
They demanded early start
of Zero Morh-Dhar Mahanpur road work, renovation

of tourism building, building for Medical Sub-Centre
Dhar-Kohar, demand for
PMGSY road from Khatan
to Dhamlar, shortage of staff
at GHS Godal etc.
The BDC chairperson
demanded early completion
of ongoing road works besides providing road connectivity to uncovered areas
of block Dhar–Mahanpur.
She also projected the demand related to opening of
Jammu & Kashmir Bank
branch besides highlighting
the problem of drinking
water and defunct hand
pumps. Demand for the
opening of New Degree College was also raised on the
occasion.
The DDC Chairperson
Kathua, Mahan Singh, while
addressing the public said
that Block Divas is aimed
at getting first hand ap-

Block Divas meeting: DC
Reasi listens to public
issues at Panchayat
Bhambla
REASI, NOVEMBER 24: District Administration
Reasi, under the headship of District Development
Commissioner, Charandeep Singh, listened to scores
of public issues at a Block Divas programme held at
Bhambla Panchayat of Block Pouni here on Wednesday. At the outset, Charandeep Singh inaugurated
Guraha Chataala to Satoti road completed under languishing projects and a rural bridal link completed
at Rs 8.5Lakh under PRI Capex budget.
The local people of all surrounding Panchayats
participated in the programme and highlighted their
problems and developmental issues faced by them.
They demanded Play ground at Bhambla, Health
Centre & Veterinary Centre at Letar, adequate staff
in schools, regulation of minor mineral rates, upgradation of Schools, replacement of old electric poles,
up-gradation of transformer, sub centre in Godar
Khalsa and Community hall for senior citizens.
Other issues of public importance projected by the
people were construction of main road Dangar to
Chappad, requirement of Toilets, compensation of
acquired land to the owners, Animal Husbandry building, ration depot at Kharoti and many more.
A score of issues of Water, Power, road, transport,
ration, ICDS, Nutrition, education, health were resolved on the spot after face to face deliberation with
District officers, while for several other issues the
DDC set a timeline for their resolution.
A review of action taken on previous issues raised
by local people was also taken by the DDC.Instructions
were also passed to the departmental functionaries
for visiting their respective jurisdictions and listening
to the grievances of the general public, besides holding awareness programmes, highlighting various
individual beneficiary schemes across the Panchayats.
During the programme, the Social Welfare Department distributed pension sanction certificates and
UT -Marriage assistance certificates to beneficiaries
of the welfare Schemes, while Agricultural Kitts were
given to four Panchayats of block Pouni by the Agriculture department. Golden Cards were also distributed among the locals.Earlier, the DDC also educated
the villagers and PRIs about the benefits of the Land
Record Information System created by the UT Government under its Apni Zameen.

praisal of the problems and
development aspirations of
the people. He called upon
the field functionaries of
different departments and
PRIs to work in close coordination to ensure prompt
delivery of essential services and also issued on spot

directions to the concerned
officers for redressal of
genuine demands and grievances of public importance.
The DC passed on spot
instructions to the concerned Officers to come up
with the line of action to
solve public issues pertain-

ing to their respective departments in a set time line.
He said efforts are being
made to rope in all PRI representatives and stakeholder departments to ensure equitable development
of Rural and Urban areas
by fulfilling popular aspira-

tions of the people.
The DC assured people
that the rest of demands
will be redressed on priority by mobilizing resources.
He also directed the officers
to work with missionary
zeal to meet and address
the genuine demands of the
Public.
Earlier, ADC Basohli
Tilak Raj Thapa sensitized
people about the IEC campaign on ‘Aapki Zameen
Aapki Nigrani’- initiative
of J&K Government under
which people can access the
Land Records Information
System and view it online
from their home.
During the proceedings
of the programme, the officials from Agriculture,
Horticulture and allied sectors gave a brief overview
of various schemes run by
them.

INTACH Jammu starts special series of
activities to celebrate World Heritage week
JAMMU, NOVEMBER 24: Intach
Jammu Chapter in collaboration with
Government College of Education
Jammu today started a special series
of activities for the celebration of World
heritage Week 2021. On the First Day,
a Heritage tour to Birpur-Purmandal
–Uttarbehni heritage tourism circuit
was organized. As many as 24 students,
faculty members & team of Intach
participated in the Heritage walk.
The tour was flagged of by Dr. G.J
Singh, Chief Executive Officer SurinsarMansar Development Authority at
Sunjwan Morh Jammu in presence
of S.M.Sahni Convener, Intach Jam-

mu Chapter; Prof. Shalini Rana, Convener Cultural Club; GCOE Jammu,
Dr Garo Choudhary; Faculty GCOE
Jammu Arvind Kotwal; Jyoti Bhati
Principal FCI Jammu; Rajesh Raina
Tourist Officer Samba and Anil Paba
Additional Co-Convener Sub Chapter
Udhampur.
The students were apprised of the
art and architecture of old temples
like Rani Charki temple Birpur,
Avimukteswar temples of Purmandal
and Uttarbehni corridor, besides rare
paintings that are inscribed on the
walls of these temples, materials used
for the construction and interiors of

these Heritage temples of Chota Kashi.
The importance of conservation
and preservation of the rich heritage
of J&K was also emphasised. Many
young volunteers, vloggers and cultural enthusiasts also joined the
heritage walk and were enthralled to
see the rich variety of built temples
Heritage corridor of the region.
Deputy Commissioner Samba,
Anuradha Gupta appreciated the efforts of Intach team and Government
College of Education Jammu for organizing the Heritage walk for familiarization of the rich cultural Heritage
of Samba District.

finalized in
Poonch

POONCH, NOVEMBER 24: The Arrangements
were finalized for observing the World Disability Day
in Poonch at a meeting chaired by Deputy Commissioner, Inder Jeet, here today.
The International Day of Persons with Disabilities
is observed to raise awareness about disability issues
and problems faced by the affected people.
Among others, Senior Superintendent of Police,
Dr. Vinod Kumar; Chief Planning Officer, Madan Lal;
Principal Government College Poonch, Prof. Mussarat
Hussain Shah; Assistant Commissioner Development,
Rajesh Lakhan; CEO Tourism, Dr. Mohammad Tanveer; Chief Medical Officer Dr. G. A Malik; District
Social Welfare Officer, Shakeel Ahmed; CDPO, Jahangir Khan; ARTO Poonch, Azar Rana; District Culture Officer, Dr. Alamdar Adam; Chairman Pir Panjal,
Molana Fareed, Tehsil Social Welfare Officer, Mohammad Azam Rather, officers of education department
and other concerned departments were present.
Threadbare discussions were held in the meeting,
including arrangement for the various kinds of aids
being provided to special abled persons, hosting of
culture activities and medical and Ayush camps on
the day, besides distribution of Disability cards, blankets and putting up of awareness stalls by different
departments..
The Deputy Commissioner directed the Chief
Medical Officer to organise special medical camp in
every block for the issuance of disability cards.
It was decided in the meeting that the Culture
officer will organise cultural activities on the occasion.
The meeting decided that the main function will
be held on Government Degree College Campus and
the college Principal was asked to make arrangements.
The Deputy Commissioner said that the observance
of the Day aims to promote an understanding of disability issues and mobilize support for the dignity,
rights and well-being of persons with disabilities.
He directed the concerned officers to put in added efforts and make sure that all the arrangements
for holding the activities well in time.
He also directed for ensuring strict adherence to
Covid 19 protocols to avoid any risk of infection.

NYK Rajouri hosts awareness Program on Catch the
Rain, Covid-19 & Self Employment Schemes
RAJOURI, NOVEMBER
24: Nehru Yuva Kendra
Rajouri today organised a
Mega Awareness Programme on combating Covid-19 Mass Awakening and
Action Campaign, besides
Catch the Rain and Self
Employment Schemes here
at Government Degree College Nowshera.Dr. Surinder Kumar (Principal GDC
Nowshera) acted as the Chief
Guest, while Nationally
Acknowledged Youth Activist Vikrant Sharma was the
Guest of Honour.Resource
persons were Ashok
Kumar(Assistant Executive
Engineer, PHE Nowshera),
Dr. Kalpana Arya(Medical
Dept.), Mushtaq Ahmed
(Functional Manager, DIC
Rajouri), Rafakat Hussain
(District Employment and
Counselling Centre).
A lecture was delivered

on the topic Water Conservation and Jal Jeevan Mission by Ashok Kumar. He
enlightened the gathering
about the ways to conserve
water as India is facing scarcity of drinking water. He
added that rain water harvesting is an effective way
to save water. He further
said that judicious use of
water should be the way of
life. He gave an experimental demonstration on testing pH, total hardness of
water so as to ascertain the
purity of water. He also
provided Water Testing kits
to the college.
Vikrant Sharma, State
Level Resource Person, NYK
Rajouri stated that Nehru
Yuva Kendra Sangathan is
the largest grassroots level
organisation of the Government for the youth. He further said that India is the

largest Country in the world
in terms of youth population
and tapping their energy is
one of the prime objectives
of NYKS. He said that NYKS
has been involving rural
youth in various flagship
schemes of the Govt.
Dr Kalpana Arya (Medical Department) made the
gathering aware about the
Covid Pandemic and stated
that different symptoms
appear in a Covid Patient.
She further presented a

demonstration regarding
Ideal Hand Washing technique and appealed to the
audience to take suggestive
and preventive measures
regarding the pandemic.
She added that 100% vaccination of Ist dose and 95
% that of 2nd dose has been
achieved among 18+ age
group as of now. She requested everyone to get
fully vaccinated as soon as
possible and cooperate with
the health department in

achieving 100% results.
Mushtaq Ahmed, Functional Manager DIC Rajouri
highlighted the Self Employment Schemes, including
Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP). He said
that under PMEGP, a loan
up to Rs 25 Lakh can be
availed in manufacturing
sector and upto Rs 10 under
services sector. He further
said that a subsidy of 25%
is granted for candidates

belonging to general category and 35% subsidy is
provided to the candidates
belonging to other sections.
Dr Surinder Kumar,
Principal GDC Nowshera
gave an overview of the event
and hoped that more such
types of programs will be
organised from time to time.
Sangeeta Sharma, also
spoke about the theme Catch
the rain, where it falls and
recited a poem on the same.
Presenting vote of
thanks, Nitin Hangloo congratulated all the members
associated in organising this
event. He added that such
a programme is the need of
the hour and youth is the
focusing group. He further
stated that today’s youth
should not become job seekers and instead avail the
self employment schemes
of the government.
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Kanpur goes ‘Dravid, Dravid’:
From policemen to officials, all
want a piece of The Wall
As the morning nip gave
way to midday sun, the stadium slipped into a siesta. The
tired policemen stumbled onto
their chairs, the groundsmen
sprawled onto the grass beside
the fence, and scattered officials
broke for lunch. Outside the
stadium, the ceaseless procession of traffic faded out. Then,
as if woken by a sudden alarm,
they scrambled onto their feet,
gave up what they were doing,
and rushed to the nearest vantage point.That was just the
time Rahul Dravid walked out
onto the ground for India’s
practice session, and everybody

wanted to have an eyeful of
Dravid. Flicking out their
smartphone, they photographed
him in a mad tizzy. Some craned
their neck and body to manufacture an ambitious selfie, all
the while chorusing “Dravid,
Dravid…” so loud that their
echoes filled the stadium.
In his return to the national team in the coach avatar,
the adulation of him seems to
have only magnified. For the
next half an hour or so, they
seldom took their eyes off him.
An urgency marking his brisk
strides, he sprinted to the practice turf, pressed the surface

with his shoes, and proceeded
to the batting end and shadowbatted a forward defensive, as
though he could read the mind
of the assembled audience.
He repeated the same routine in each of the three nets,
before rushing to the centre
square, where the pitch to be
used for the game was neatly
wrapped in green tarpaulin.
Carefully, the groundsmen
unwrapped the pitch. Dravid
crouched for a closer glance or
two and then quickly returned
to the batting nets, where again
he was greeted vociferously by
the rapturous gathering. Even

the grisly middle-aged policemen with twirly moustaches
had turned fan-boys.
Some time later, their fervent
wish seemed answered. Dravid
picked up the bat and put on a
pair of gloves. Only that he was
not going to bat in the conventional sense, but give the slipsmen catching practice. Even then
he struggled to locate the edge,
some internalised habits never
die, and the intended edges flew
more like late-cuts, too fast for
some of them.He found a solution
to produce more genuine edges.
He asked the thrower to bowl
wider and he moved a yard away

from his original perch. The
intention being playing as much
as away from the body. Again,
he would be drawn to play the
ball as close to the body as possible. Old habits, as they say, die
hard. Or in his case not die at
all. Slips session over, he relocated his perch to the business
end, the main nets, closer to the
fanboys, whose smartphone
cameras again flickered in a mad
tizzy. He stood like a rock—well,
a wall—monkishly observing the
players, his hands on hips and
occasionally walking up to them
for, seemingly, an input or perhaps a casual observation.

Indian colts look to build on Tokyo hockey bronze
After a near-two-year
pandemic-forced hiatus, the
world of hockey returns to a
familiar playing ground:
Bhubaneswar. This time,
however, with an unmistakable difference.
The cavernous Kalinga
Stadium, normally buzzing
on match eve, is stripped off
its usual fanfare. There’s no
queue outside the stadium
for tickets, no vendors selling
flags, and no face-painters
setting up makeshift shops.
There’s just a smattering of
guards ensuring only those
entitled enter this sprawling
facility.
Blame the pandemic for
the Junior World Cup turning
into a watered-down, low-key
affair. The 16-nation tournament will begin on Wednesday behind closed doors and
in a tight bio-secure environment. All this has taken some
sheen away but hasn’t made
the World Cup any less relevant.
Shane McLeod, world
hockey’s most successful
coach over the last five
years, puts it in perspective. “It’s a really good way
to know what countries are
going to do well in the next

eight years,” the New Zealander, who was the coach
of the Belgian team that
won the Rio Olympics silver, 2018 World Cup and
Tokyo gold, told The Indian Express. “It’s no coincidence that the teams
that played in the final of
the last Junior World Cup
finished one and three in
the Olympic Games.”
McLeod was referring
to India and Belgium, who
were the champions and
runners-up respectively
at the 2016 Junior World
Cup. Seven Indian and five
Belgian players, including
reserves, from that final
played in the Tokyo Olympics.
In that context, the Junior World Cup assumes
a lot of significance – the
next two weeks will provide
some insight into whether
the supply chain of players
will continue to produce
talent as India look to continue their revival and hope
to build on the Tokyo
bronze.
But it won’t be so
straightforward.
The defending champions and hosts begin their

With Rahul Dravid at
helm players will get a
lot of assurance, says
Harbhajan Singh
With Rahul Dravid as Team India coach the players
will get a lot of assurance and there will be lot of stability in the team, says off-spinner Harbhajan Singh.
Speaking on Star Sports show, Harbhajan Singh
pointed out the positives about Rahul Dravid as Team
India’s coach.
“With Rahul coming in, I can tell you that players
will be given a lot of assurance. Players will be given good
chances, there won’t be any unfair treatment and you’ll
be left out of the team,” said Harbhajan Singh.
“They will be given proper opportunities and that’s
what Rahul Dravid will bring onto the table. He will bring
a lot of stability to the team,” he added.
Harbhajan feels the combination between head coach
Rahul Dravid, ODI, Test skipper Virat Kohli and T20I
captain Rohit Sharma will take some time to adjust.
“See, the combination will obviously take some
time for everyone to adjust to with new things, new
processes that Rahul will bring onto the table,” said
Harbhajan. “I think the triangle of these three is
joined to one another, Rahul with Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma.
“I think they should be working together and
take Indian cricket to new heights,” he said.
Former Team India batsman Aakash Chopra
heaps praises on Rahul Dravid as coach.
“With Kohli, see the fact that Rahul Dravid he
just commands respect, he doesn’t demand it.
“You know if Rahul is there, there is a natural
feeling of respect for him because of what he has
done, that’s one, and what he is as a person,” said
Chopra.
“If you talk about Test cricket, it’s very interesting that this format is very close to Rahul Dravid’s
heart and the same can be said for Virat Kohli in
regards to Test matches,” he added.

campaign against France,
a team that has been punching above its weight in the
last few years. That, though,
isn’t the only reason why
the match could be a potential banana skin.
Like many other teams,
India enter the tournament
blindfolded.
Wednesday’s match
against France will be India under-21’s first competitive fixture after 776
days. In the last few days,
they have played the Netherlands, USA and Germany to warm up for the

Junior World Cup. Those
were, however, nowhere
close to replicating realmatch scenarios. The pandemic ravaged the hockey
calendar but it had an even
more devastating impact
on junior programmes
around the world, given
that there are few international tournaments for
them anyway.
Consequently, there
isn’t a lot of intel available
on players from other
teams, with coaches relying largely on the styles
and patterns used by the

senior sides of a particular
country to guess how the
under-21s could play. At
the same time, coaches do
not know how their own
players would respond to
a certain situation as well.
Graham Reid, the India
senior team coach who has
been given charge of the
juniors for this competition,
admitted as much. “We have
no idea (how the performance of the players would
be). And I think that’ll be
the answer if you ask any
of the coaches in the world
because we really have no

idea what the opposition
is like,” he said.
One of the few things
working in India’s favour
is that the core of the current under-21 bunch has
been together since 2017.
Eight of them, including
captain Vivek Sagar
Prasad, were part of the
side that won the silver
medal at the 2018 Youth
Olympics although that
was played in a five-a-side
format.
Most of their time, however, has been spent within the confines of the Sports
Authority of India’s Southern Centre in Bengaluru,
where the players were kept
in a bio-bubble through the
pandemic.
Cut off from the rest of
the hockey world, India’s
junior team spent time at
the training camp learning
English, getting motivational and psychology sessions. The only matches
they got to play were either
intra-squad, or against the
senior India team. “They
actually beat us in one of
the games we played,” India captain Manpreet Singh
said.

KL Rahul moves to fourth, Suryakumar
Yadav jumps 24 places in ICC T20I rankings
India opener KL Rahul gained a slot
to occupy the fifth spot while middleorder batter Suryakumar Yadav galloped
24 places to the 59th position in the ICC
men’s T20I player rankings released on
Wednesday.Pakistan’s wicketkeeperbatter Mohammad Rizwan, too, gained
a slot to occupy the fourth position.
Rizwan’s upward movement is courtesy his 90 runs in the three-match
series against Bangladesh that his side
won 3-0, while opener Rahul is only six

rating points behind after scoring 80
in two matches against New Zealand,
a series also won 3-0 by India.
New Zealand’s Martin Guptill
has gained three slots to reach 10th
position scoring 152 runs against
India while Rohit Sharma is 13th,
gaining two places after topping the
series with 159 runs.
Pakistan’s Fakhar Zaman is another one to move up the batters’
list, from 40th to 35th.

The rankings for bowlers see
Mitchell Santner gain 10 slots to reach
13th position with four wickets in
the series against India and Bhuvneshwar Kumar up five to 19th with
three scalps. Deepak Chahar has
moved up 19 slots to reach 40th position.Others to progress in the list
include Mahedi Hasan (up six places to 12th) and Shoriful Islam (up
three places to 40th) of Bangladesh,
and the Pakistan pair.

With spin set to be big
component, Williamson
relying on inexperienced
Ajaz and Somerville

Kane Williamson is aware that spin is a “big component” in a Test series in India and expects his specialist
slow bowlers — left-arm orthodox Ajaz Patel and offspinner William Somerville — to adapt to the conditions
quickly and make a difference.
New Zealand were hammered in Kanpur back in 2016
with Ravichandran Ashwin playing a big part and skipper Williamson knows what to expect in this part of the
world.“Throughout the whole series, spin component
will be a definite factor,” Williamson said on the eve of
the first Test.
“Number of teams have faced similar challenges and our expectation won’t be any different. There
will be a large spin component.”
On one side, there is Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja with nearly 700 wickets between them while the
Black Caps will rely on Patel and Somerville, who
have so far collectively taken 41 sticks in 13 games
(4 for Somerville).
“Spin factor is going to be there and someone
like Ajaz and Somerville have played big part in our
bowling attack. Particularly, in these conditions,
so they will play an important role for us. There will
be some reverse swing, we will try to create ways to
get wickets so there will be role for both seamers
and spinners,” Williamson said.
Against Jadeja and Ashwin, the endeavour will
be not only to survive when the ball turns but also
to ensure that the batters devise ways of scoring
runs, the captain said.
“We know the strength of Indian spin bowlers
and they have been fantastic over a period of time.
“We have to find ways to look to score and try
and be effective and try and build those partnerships.
And every player is different, so their ways will be
slightly different from one and another.”
Williamson expects every player in the side to
know their roles and contribute in the best possible
manner.
“Everybody is looking at different ways to be
effective. We have to be prepared as well as we can
for some of the challenges we will face.”
The Black Caps skipper said that the current
Indian team, with as many as five changes from the
eleven that played in Southampton for the World
Test Championship crown, would also need to be
factored in.
“Few different factors need to be taken into account and try and be prepared,” he said.

Not concerned about my form, contribution
doesn’t mean 100 in each game: Ajinkya Rahane
Ajinkya Rahane was not
amused with questions related to his poor form, insisting that concerns about his
lean patch are unfounded and
contribution doesn’t mean a
Test hundred in every game.
Ajinkya Rahane, who
averages 19 in 11 Test matches this year, seemed under
visible pressure as he reasoned
that even a “30, 40 or 50” from
a specialist top-order batter
would be an acceptable contribution provided the team
wins.“Not concerned about
my form. My job is to contribute as much as possible
for my team. Contribution
doesn’t mean that you need
to score 100 in each game.
Scores of 30, 40, 50 per in-

nings are also important
contributions,” Rahane said
ahead of the first Test against
New Zealand.He won’t admit
but Rahane knows that a
poor string of scores in
Kanpur and Mumbai can
land him on a sticky place
as far as selection for the
away South Africa series
is concerned.His thoughts
on future was ‘Que Sera
Sera’ (whatever will be will
be)
“I am not too much bothered about what’s going to
happen in future. Whatever has to happen in future
will happen and I have to
stay in the moment, to give
my best in that particular
moment.”

But is it possible that
one can segregate the batter and the leader.
“When I am batting,
only batting is my focus

and staying in the moment.
It’s as simple as that. When
we are fielding, I am thinking about what sort of
gameplans and strategies

we have.”Rahul bhai has
told me and Pujara to back
our gameplans
The skipper said new
coach Rahul Dravid has

not given them any special
tips apart from asking them
to keep it simple as they
have experience behind
them.
“Rahul bhai told us to
back our strengths and
keep it very simple. Not to
bother too much about it
and for me and Pujara, we
know our gameplans and
we have been playing
since so many years.
“So it’s all about keeping
it simple and backing ourselves and we are not worried too much,” he said,
something similar to what
his deputy had said on
Tuesday.It’s a challenge
even for Indian batters to
play on spin-friendly tracks.
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